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THESE  papers  were  original¬ 
ly  drawn  up  for  the  benefit 
of  a  young  gentleman,  who  was 
a  candidate  for  the i  facred  mm- 
iftrv.  I  conceived  that,  if  the} 
were  made  more  public,  they 
might  be  of  more  extenuve  uie, 
not  only  to  academics,  who 
{Indy  with  a  view  to  the  paho- 
ral  office,  but  to  thofe  who  have 
lately  entered  upon  it.  What 
the  more  induced  me,  to  make 

them  fo,  was,  that,  though  we 

have 
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have  many  ufeful  treatifes  on 
this  fuQjedl,  I  do.  not  remember 
to  have  feen  any  thing  in  our 
own  language,  fo  comprehen-. 
five  of  tire  office  of  the  Student 
and  Pa/lor,  or  which  reprefents 
both  in  fo  fhort  a  view.  OJler- 
vald  de  I’Exercife  du  Minifiere, 
which  a  learned  and  valuable 
friend  recommended  to  me 
when  I  was  collefting  thefe 
thoughts,  comes  the  neareft  to 
my  plan,  both  in  method  and 
precifion,  of  any  thing  I  have 
teen.  But  as  that  is  written  in 
French ,  and  is  confined  to  the 
duties  of  the  minifterial  func¬ 
tion,  without  any  dire&ions  in 


*hc  preparatory  Iradies,  I  thought 
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it  not  fuflicient  to  fupercede  the 
profecution  of  my  defign. 

The  prefent  low  hate  of  prac¬ 
tical  chriftianity  in  this  nation, 
from  the  prevalence  of  mhdeli- 
ty  and  libertinifm  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  power  of  dele¬ 
tion  and  enthufiafm  on  the  oth¬ 
er,  is  never  epough  to  be  la¬ 
mented  by  thofe,  who  have  the 
religion  of  the  gofpel  at  heart ; 
and  though  we  muft  expect  a 
divine  power  to  introduce  a  bet¬ 
ter  face  of  things  amongft  us, 
yet  how  far  this  growing  evil 
may  be  repelled  or  diminifhed, 
by  the  awakened  zeal,  vigilance, 
and  wifdom  of  pafiors  and 
preachers  in  their  refpe&ive 
departments,  it  becomes  thofe, 
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who  have  the  honour  to  appear 
in  that  facred  charafter,  feriouf- 
ly  to  confider.  At  leafl  this  is  a 
powerful  argument  to  excite 
their  efforts  to  fee  what  can  be 
done  ;  and  to  quicken  them  to 
greater  diligence  in  the  feveral 
parts  of  their  holy  fun6tion,  in 
dependance  on  the  divine  blef- 
fmg  for  the  dt fired  fuccefs. 

Now,  reader,  if  thou  art  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  facred  minifry,  or 
already  entered  upon  it,  I  zuoidd 
with  my  fincere  prayer  for  the  di¬ 
vine  blefjing,  recommend  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fleets  to  thy  perufal,  not 
as  a  mere  fpeculative  treatife,  but 
as  a  practical  Enchiridion, 

- Si  quid  novijli  reBius  ijtis , 

Candidas  imperii  ; finon}  his  utere  mecnm 
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P  A  R  T  I. 

E  that  devotes  himfelf  to  the 
work  of  the  facred  miniftry  fhould  be 

continually  intent  on,  two  things-- - the 

improvement  of  his  own  mind,  and  the 
mind  of  others,  in  the  moft  important  and 
ufeful  knowledge. 

This  comprehends  the  whole  office  of 
a  Student  and  Pastor. 

The  bufinefs.  of  a  Student  is  to  be  fo 
employed,  as  to  be  continually  making 
fome  valuable  acceffions  to  his  own  intel- 
leftual  furniture.  To  which  five  things 
are  neceifary. 
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1.  A  proper  distribution  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  time. 

2.  A  right  method  of  reading  to  ad- 

vantage. 

3.  The  order  and  regulation  of  his 

ftudies.  .  ... 

4-  The  proper  way  of  collecting  and 
preferving  ufeful  fentiments  from  books 
and  converfation. 

5.  The  improvement  of  his  thoughts* 
when  alone. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Of  the  right  diflnbution  and  management 


of  our  tme . 

STUDENT  ftiould  be  as  frugal 


of  his  time,  as  a  mifer  is  of  his  money  ; 
ftiould  fave  it  with  as  much  care,  and 
fpend  it  with  as  much  caution.  “  To  be 
careful  how  we  manage  and  employ  our 
time  is  one  of  the  firft  precepts  that  is 
taught  in  the  fchool  of  wifdom,  and  one 
of  the  laft  that  is  learnt.  And  it  is  a 
prodigious  thing  to  confider,  that  al¬ 
though,  amongft  all  the  talents  which  are 
committed  to  our  ftewardftiip,  time,  up¬ 
on  feveral  accounts,  is  the  mo  ft  precious  ; 
yet,  there  is  not  any  one  of  which  the 
generality  of  men  are  more  profufe  and 
regard! efs.  Nay,  it  is  obvious  to  obferve, 
that  even  thole  perfons  who  are  frugal 
and  .thrifty  in  every  thing  elfe,  are  yet 
extremely  prodigal  of  their  beft  revenue, 
time;  ‘of  which  alone/  as  Seneca  nobly 
obferved,  ‘it  is  a  virtue  to  be  covetous/ 
It  is  amazing  to  think  how'  much  time 


may 
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may  be  gained  by  proper  economy;”*  and 
bow  much  good  literature  may  be  ac¬ 
quired,  if  that  gain  be  rightly  applied. 
To  this  purpofe,  let  the  following  rules 
be  obferved. - 

I.  Tak e  particular  notice  of  thofe  things 

which  are  moft  apt  to  rob  you  of  your 
time.  Upon  fuch  an  inqueft,  you  will 
probably  deteft  the  following  thieves. t — 

1.  The  bed.  Never  allow  yourfelf 
above  fix  hours  fleep  at  moft.  Phyficians 
all  tell  you  that  natute  demands  no  more, 
for  the  proper  recruits  of  health  and  fpir- 
lts.  All  beyond  this  is  luxury  ;  no  lefs 
prejudicial  to  the  animal  conftitution  than 
intemperate  meals  ;  and  no  lefs  hurtful 
to  the  powers  of  the  mind,  than  to  thofe 
of  the  body.  It  infenfibly  weakens  and 
relaxes  both. 

2.  Ceremonious  and  formal  vifits.  They 
may  fometimes  be  neceflary  ;  but,  if  they 
cannot  be  improved  to  fome  ufeful  pur¬ 
pofe,  the  fhorter  they  are,  the  better. 

Much 

*  Ad  fumma  perveniefc  nemo,  nifi  tempore,  quo  nihil 
efle  fugacius  conftat,  prudenter  utatur.  Ringal  dc  RaU 
Stud.  p.  ioo. 

t  O  fures,  O  latrones,  O  tyrannos  crudeliflimos  qu<r 
rum  coa&lio  mihi  unquam  pcriit  H oral  Id.  p*  104. 
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Much  of  this  time  is  fpent  to  no  purpofe  ; 
and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  a  little  of  it,  to 
bad  purpofe. 

3.  Indolence  is  another  thief  of  time  * 

or  indulging  a  flow,  heavy,  inactive  difpo- 
fition  ;  delaying,  or  deferring,  necelfa- 
ry  bufmefs  to  a  future  time,  which  ought 
to  be  fet  about  immediately;  idle  mul¬ 
ing,  or  indulging  -to  vain,  chimerical  imag¬ 
inations.-— This  is  very  natural  to  fome, 
and  as  unnatural  toothers  ;  and  commonly 
leads  to  another,  and  greater,  wafte  of 
time,  namely - 

4.  Sloth  and  idlenefs.  No  man  takes 
more  pains  than  the  flothful  man.  Indo¬ 
lence  and  eafe  are  the  raft  of  the  mind. 
No  habit  grows  fafter  by  indulgence,  ex- 
pofes  to  more  temptations,  or  renders  a 
man  more  uneafy  to  himfelf,  er  more  ufe- 
lefs  to  others.* 

5.  Reading  ufelefs  books  and  thofe 
books  may  be  called  ufelefs  to  you,  which 
you  either  do  not  underhand  ;  or,  if  you 
do,  a  [Ford  neither  folid  improvement,  nor 
fuitable  entertainment ;  andefpeciall'y  per- 

B  ’  "  4  nicious 

*  Quaeciam  tempora  eripiunf.ur  (fc*.  negotiis)  nobis,  qus- 
<3atn  fubducuntur  (amidis,)  quaedarn  eiFniunt  (inertia;)  tur- 
Ipiffijpa  tamen  ePt  ja&ura  quae  per  negligentiam  venit. 
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nicious  books,  or  fuch  as  tend  to  give  the 
mind  a  wrong  turn,  or  bad  tindlure. 

6.  Much  time  is  often  loft  by  a  wrong 
method  of  ftudying,  and  efpecially  by 
applying  to  thofe  branches  of  ' learning 
which  have  no  connexion  with  the  great 
end  you  propofe.  Why  fhould  a  divine 
affedt  the  civilian  ?  or  dive  into  the  depths 
of  politics  ?  or  be  ambitious  to  excel  in  the 
obftrufeft  parts  of  mathematical  fcience  ? 
He  has  fpent  much  time  and  labour  in 
thefe  difquifitions,  and,  at  laft,  gained  his 
point.  But,  after  all  his  expence,  what  is 
he  the  better  preacher,  ox  the  better  man  ? 
In  every  undertaking,  efpecially  when  we 
enter  upon  a  new  courfe  of  ftudy,  we 
fhould  remember  the  Cui  Bono  ;  and  alk 
ourfelves,  how  far  this  is  like  to  improve 
our  ufefulnefs,  or  to  add  to  our  reputa¬ 
tion,  under  that  charadter  we  are  about  to 
fuftain,  and  wherein  we  aim  at  feme  de¬ 
gree  of  diftindtion. 

7.  Much  time  is  loft  by  an  unnatural 
bent  of  the  mind  to  a  ftudy,  to  which  it 
is  not  difpoled,  or  by  which  the  faculties 
are  already  fatigued.  It  will  find  great 
relief  by  a  change  of  employment.  A  man 
m ho  rides  poll,  to  fare  time,  would  not 

ch.ufe 
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chufe  to  be  always  {’purring  a  jaded  horfe, 
but  will  rather  change  him  lor  a  frela 
one,  wher  by  he  makes  a  fpeediei  piog- 
refs,  with  more  eafe  to  himleli.  Ail  in- 
viici  Minerva.  fI  he  activity  of  the  nund 
is  fo  great,  that  it  often  finds  11101  e  lelief 
and  refrefhment,  by  turning  to  a  new 
track  of  thinking  different  from  that  m 
which  it  has  grown  tired,  than  it  does  from 
a  total  relaxation  of  thought  in  mere  bod¬ 
ily  exercife  1  which  (hows  that  it  is  not 
labour  that  tires  it,  fo  much  as  a  dull  uni¬ 
formity  of  employment  ;  fmee  it  is  more 

xefreftied  by  variety  than  by  reft.* 

II.  Let  y  our  moft  precious  time,  that 
wherein  your  thoughts  are  moft  compoL 
cd  and  free,  be  facred  to  the  moft  ferious 
and  important  ftudies.  Give  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  compofition,  or  to  the  reading  of 
lome  valuable  author  of  antiquity,  with 
whom  it  is  worth  your  while  to  be  well 
acquainted.  The  afternoon  will  fuffice 
for  hiftory,  chronology,  politics,  news, 
travels,  geography,  and  the  common  run 
of  pamphlets  ;  and  let  your  books  of  en^ 

tertainment 


*  Port  LeOione  feu  ftylo  defeflus  nihil  nitor  repugnante 
natura  j  led  exercitii  genus  aliud  <juo  tjetuuni  ▼A- 

nctas  minuat.  Ri*. 
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tertamment  amufe  a  dull  hour,  when  you 
are  fit  for  nothing  elfe.  To  apply  y0Ur 
early  time  or  frelh  thoughts  to  thefe  is 
like  drinking  wine  in  the  morning;  and 
giving  too  much  ofyourtime  and  thoughts 
to  tnem,  like  drinking  the  lame  intoxicat¬ 
ing  liquor  to  excefs,  and  will  have  the 

fame  effeft  on  the  mind*  as  that  has  on 
the  body. 

III.  Rsmember  to  be  always  before¬ 
hand  with  your  bnfinefs — Pojl  cjl  occafio 
calva.  Whatever, mult  be  done,  and  may 
be  done  now,  as  well  as  hereafter,  for  this 
very  reafon,  had  better  be  done  now. 
This  is  a  prudent  maxim  in  life,  applicable 
to  a  thoufand  cales ;  and  of  no  lefs  ad¬ 
vantage  to  a  Undent,  than  to  a  tradefmam 
Defer  nothing  to  the  very  laft,  left  fome 
intervening  accident  Ihould  prevent  the 
execution  of  an  important  purpofe,  or 
put  you  into  a  hurry  in  the  profecution 
of  it ;  for  what  is  done  with  precipitance 
and  hafte  feldom  fucceeds  fo  wrell,  or  is 
executed  with  that  accuracy  and  difere- 
don,  as  what  is  the  effe6l  of  more  mature 
and  deliberate  thought.  A  traveller,  who 
mull  reach  his  home  in  a  given  time, 
would  not  be  thought  difereet,  if,  by  loi¬ 
tering 
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tering  at  the  beginning  of  his  journey, 
he  is  forced  to  run  him '  elf  out  of  breath 

at  the  end. 

IV.  That  time  is  not  loft,  but  improv¬ 
ed,  which  is  fpent  in  thofe  exercifes  which 
are  neceffary  to  invigorate  and  ftrengthen 
the  faculties'  for  harder  work;  or  to  pie- 
ferve  a  good  ft  ate  of  health  and  fpirits  ; 
as  eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  phyfic,  bod¬ 
ily  exerede,  recreations,  and  the  L'ke. 
Becaufe,  through  a  negleft  ot  thefe,  a  Stu¬ 
dent  may  contra6t  a  bad  habit  of  body, 
and  mind  ;  or  fo  far  impair  his  conftitu- 
tion,5  as  to  render  him  a  long  time  unfit 
for  lifeful  fervice.  But  ejl  modus  in  vebus, 
and  excefs  of  thefe  things  defeats  then 
end,  and  is  as  prejudicial  to  health,  as  a 
difereet  and  moderate  u  fc  of  them  is  con¬ 
ducive  to  it.* 

V.  Enter  upon  nothing  but  what 
you  an#  determined  to  purlue  and  finiftn 

B  2  Much 

*  Such  diverfions,  as  the  Clergyman^  health  o? 
temper  of  mind  may  render  proper  for  him,  ought  to  bs 
manlv,  decent,  and  grave  ;  and  fuch  as  may  neither  pof- 
fefs  his  mind  or  time  top  much,  nor  give  a  bad  charaUer 
of  him  to  others.  His  cheerfulnefs  ought  to  be  frank, 
but  neither  exceffive  nor  licentious.  His  friends  and  his> 
garden  ought  to  be  his  chief  diverfions  ;  and  his  fWd*/ 
his  chief  employment.  BurneVs  Dijc > 
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Much  time  is  often  loft  in  vain  attempts, 
and  in  leaving  ufefui  defigns  imperfeft. 
for,  as  he  who  begins  to  build  a  houfe, 
and  never  completes  it,  muft  fet  down  ta 
his  lots  the  greateft  part  of  his  money  thus 
expended;  fo  a  Student,  who  debits 
Irani  a  work,  re  ihfecla,  wherein  he  has 
taken  much  pains,  is  chargeable  with  as 
rruitlefs  an  expenfe  of  his  time,  as  the 
other  is  of  his  money.* 

*  IF  you  are  writing  a  book,  or  engaged  in  any  work, 
which  requires  much  time  and  pains  to  execute,  lay  it 
down  as  a  rule,  to  let  no  day  pals  without  putting  a  hand 
to  it.  Nulla  dies  fine  linca  will  carry  you,  like  a  Heady 
traveller,  a  vail  length  in  one  year. 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

How  to  read  Authors  to  Advantage. 

A  STUDENT  fhould  be  as  care¬ 
ful  what  books  he  reads,  as  what  company 
he  keeps.  They  both  leave  the  fame  tinc¬ 
ture  on  the  mind. 

I.  Do  not  read  indiferiminately ;  nor 
indulge  a  curiofity  of  peruiing  every  new' 
book  that  comes  out ;  nor  delire  to  read 
it,  until,  from  the  known  ability  of  the 
author,  or  from  the  information  of  feme 
judicious  friend,  you  know  it  is  worth 
your  reading.  The  curiofity  of  Vanillus , 
to  be  perfonally  acquainted  with  men  and 
their  charaflers,  leads  him  into  all  com¬ 
pany  when  he  is  at  Bath  ;  and,  when  he 
hears  of  a  11  ranger,  he  is  uneafy  till  he 
knows  him,  and  is  able  to  give  others  a 
defeription  of  his  perfon,  equipage,  and 
family.  By  this  turn  of  temper,  Vanillus 
lofes  much  time,  which  would  be  more 
agreeably  and  profitably  fpent  in  the  con- 
¥erfation  of  a  few  fele£f  friends.  He 

knows 
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knows  men,  but  not  human  nature.  There 
is  a  wide  difference  between  a  man  of 
reading  and  a  man  of  learning.  One  can- 
not  read  every  thing-;  and,  if  he  could, 
he  would  be  never  the  wifer.  The  bad 
would  fpoil  the  good,  fill  the  mind  with 
a  confuted  medley  of  fentiments  and  de¬ 
fires,  and  the  end  of  reading  would  be 
entirely  defeated,  for  want  of  time  and 
power  to  improve  and  praftife.  A  man 
that  eats  of  every  difh  at  the  table  over¬ 
loads  his  ftomach,  is  lick,  and  digefts  noth¬ 
ing.  He  had  better  have  fafted.* 

II.  L  ay  abide  the  fruitlefs  inclination 
of  reading  a  trifling  author  quite  through, 
in  hopes  of  finding  fomething  better  at 
the  end.  You  are  fure  of  finding  fome¬ 
thing  better  in  another  on  the  fame  fub- 
je£l ;  therefore  lofe  not  a  certainty  for 
the  fake  of  a  mere  poffibility.  Why  fhould 
you  confine  yourfelf  to  liflen  to  the  im¬ 
pertinence  of  one  man,  when,  by  only 
turning  your  back,  you  may  be  enter¬ 
tained  and  improved  by  the  more  pleaf- 
ing  and  inftruedive  converfation  of  anoth¬ 
er.  ?  III.  Observe 

*  Diftrabit  animum  librorum  multitudo - FaftidientLf 

jftomachi  multa  deguftare,  ubi  varia  fuat  et  diverfa 
kquinant,  non  alunt.  S en. 


' 


The  Student  and  Pajl'or.  2A 

III.  O  bserve  the  chara6ieriflical  beau¬ 
ties  of  your  author.  Every  good  writer 
has  his  peculiar  felicity,  his  diftinguifhing 
excellence.  Some  excel  in  ftyle  ;  enter¬ 
tain  us  with  eafy,  natural  language  ;  or 
with  an  elegance  and  propriety  of.exprel- 
lion  ;  or  delight  us  with  their  florid, 
fmooth,  and  well  turned-  periods*  Some 
love  a  figurative,  diffufe,  and*  flowing 
ftyle.  Others,  quite  a  plain,  rational, 
difcurfive  one.  Each  have  their  excel¬ 
lence  ;  but  the  mod  elegant  is  that  which 
is  the  mod  natural,  proper,  and  expref- 
five.  It  cannot  then  be  too  ftiort  and 
plain,  both  to  delight  and  inftruff  ;  the 
two  great  ends  of  language.  A  ftyle, 
overloaded  with  ftudied  ornaments,  grows 
prolix  ;  and  prolixity  always  weakens  or 
obfcures  the  fentiment  it  would  exprefs. 
No  decorations  of  well  chofen-  words,  or 
harmony  of  cadence,  can  atone  for  this 
fault.  Such  a  ftyle  is  like  a  lady,  who, 
in  adorning  her  perfon,fpoiIs  a  goodfhape 
by  the  tawdry  of  her  drefs,  and  a  fine  face 
by  paint  and- patches.  Both  proceed  from 
the  fame  affectation,  in  preferring  the 
embellifhments  of  art  to  thofe  of  nature  ; 
whofe  charms  are  infinitely  more-  power¬ 
ful 
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ful  and  pleading.  Others  excel  m  fenti- 
ments.  Thofe  fentiments  ft  rite  us  with 
rnoft  pleafure,  which  are  ftrong,  or  clear, 
or  foft,  or  fublime,  pathetic,  juft,  of  un¬ 
common.  Whatever  has  the  molt  weight 

o 

and  brevity  finds  the  quickeft  way  to  the 
heart.  Others  excel  in  method;  in  a  nat-* 
ural  difpofition  of  the  fubjeef,  and  in  an 
eafy,  free,  familiar  way  of  communicating 
thoughts  to  the  underftanding.  They  af-> 
ford  nothing  very  ftrikin-g  ;  you  approve 
and  are  well  pleaded  with  your  author, 
and  fcarce  know  for  what.*  This  re  fern- 
Lies  the  Je  ne  fcay  quay,  tout  agreeable ,  in 
the  very  humour,  turn,  and  air  of  dome 
people  we  converde  with.  Others  are  ve¬ 
ry  happy  in  their  manner  and  way  of 
conveying  clear,  rational,  folid  arguments 
and  inftrutiions  to  the  mind,  which,  at 
once,  arreft  your  attention,  command 
your  approbation,  and  force  your  affent. 
You  fee  every  thing  in  broad  day  ;  in  a 
fair,  ftrong,  and  proper  light.  A  per¬ 
fect  writer  has  all  thefe  excellencies  of 
ftyle,  fentiment,  method,  and  manner, 
united  ;  and  a  judicious  reader  will  ob-» 
ferve,  in  which  of  them  his  author  more 
excels. 


IV.  From 
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IV.  From  all  your  authors,  chufe  one 
or  two  for  your  model,  by  which  to  form 
your  ftyle  and  fentiments ;  and  let  them 
be  your  Enchiridia ,  your  pocket  compan¬ 
ions.  Confult  and  imitate  them  every 
clay,  till  you  are  not  only  matter  of  their 
flyle  and  fentiments,  but  imbibe  their 
fpirit.  But  be  very  cautious,  both  in  your 
choice  and  imitation,  left,  with  their  ex¬ 
cellencies,  you  adopt  their  faults,  to  which 
an  excefhve  veneration  for  them  makes 
you  blind.* 

V.  If  your  author  has  an  eftablifhed 
reputation,  and  you  do  not  reiifh  him3 
fufpeft  your  own  tafte  and  judgment. 
Perhaps  fomething  has  biafied  your  mind 
againft  him ;  find  it  out,  and  compare  it 
with  thole  beauties,  which  charm  his  other 
readers,  more  than  all  his  blemifhes  of¬ 
fend  them.f  Or  perhaps  you  do  not 
underhand  him,  and  it  is  no  wonder  then 

you 

*  Certis  ingeniis  immorari  et  innutriri  oportet,  fi  velis 
aliquid  attrahere  quod  in  animo  fidcliter  redeat - pro¬ 

bates  itaque  temper  lege,  et  fiquando  ad  alios  divertere 
libuerit,  ad  priores  redi.  Sen. 

+ - ubi  plura  nitent  in  carmine,  non  ego  paucis 

Offendar  maculis,  quas  aut  incuria  fudit, 

Aut  humima  parum  gadt  natura. 

Iior.  ck  Art .  Pott. 
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)rou  do  not  admire  him.  If  your  judg¬ 
ment  be  good,  it  is  a  fare  fign  your  au¬ 
thor  is  fo,  when  the  more  you  read  him 
the  more  yo?j  like  him.  >A  good  friend 

J  O 

and  a  good  book  are  known  by  this- - - 

They  grow  in  your  efteem,  as  you  grow 
in  acquaintance  with  them. 

Wh  en  you  meet  with  fuch  an  author 
on  any  fubjeft,  flick  by  him  ;  make  your- 
ielf  mailer  of  him.  You  will  diicover 
new  beauties  in  him.  every  time  you  read 
him,  and  regret  not  that  you  are  unread 
in  the  common  rubbifli.  Some  books 
better  deferve  to  be  read  through  ten 
times,  than  others. once.*' 

VL  Before  you  fit  down  to  a  book, 
tafle  it ;  that  is,  examine  the  title  page, 
the  preface,. the  contents,  and  the  index; 
then  turn  to  the  place  where  fome  im¬ 
portant  article  is  difculfed ;  obferve  the 
adthoi  s  didlion,  argument,  method,  and 
manner  of  treating  it ;  and  if,  after  two 
or  three  fuch  trials,  you  fmdheis  obfcure, 
confufed,  pedantic,  {hallow,- or  trifling,  de¬ 
pend  upon  it  he  is  not  worth  your  read- 
mg. 

VII.  1^ 

* — —--decies  r’epetha  .-placefeunt*  Juv, 
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VII.  If  the  book  be  your  owii,  make 
marks  at  the  margin  againftthofe  paffage's 
where  the  fentiment  is  well  conceived  or 
expreffed.  and  worth  your  remembering 
or  retailing  ;  or  transfer  it  into  your  com¬ 
mon  place  book,  under  the  head  your 
author  is  treating  of ;  or  at  leafl  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  it.  * — In  reading  an  ancient  Lat¬ 
in  or  Greek  author,  it  will  be  a  help  to  the 
memory  to  tranfcribe  the  paffages  that 
flruck  you  moft,  in  the  fpare  leaves  at  the 
beginning  or  end  of  the  book,  in  Englilh, 
and  by  thus  fldmmiiigoff  the  cream,  you 
will  have  it  always  ready  for  ufe.  If  you 
meet  with  a  happy  expreffion,  or  even  one 
well  chofen  word  on  any  fubjeft,  which 
you  may  have  occahon  to  ufe,  and  wifh  it 
might  occur  to  you,  when  you  are  at  a 
lofs  for  exprefliom,  mark  it,  and  make  it 
your  own  forever.f — Thus  you  will  read 

C  with 

*  Inter  legendum  authorcm  non  ofcitanter  obfervabis, 
fiquod  mcidat  infigne  verbum,  gquod  argumentum,  aut 
inventum  acute,  aut  torfum  apte,  li  qua  fententia  digna 
quae  raemorae  commendetur :  ifque  locus  erit  apta  notula 
quapiam  infigniendus.  Erafm.  de  Rat.  Stud . 

+  Quanto  plurls  feceris  exiguum  proventum,  tanto  a$ 
altiora  doctrinae  veftigia  es  evafurus.  Qui  viiiflhnos  quof- 

qU€ 
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with  tafte  and  profit,  and  avoid  the  cen- 
fare  that  falls  upon - 

A  bookijh  blockhead  ignorantly  read9 
With  loads  of  teamed  lumber  in  his  head. 

*que  nummos  admiranttir,  intuentur  crebro,  et  fervent  ac¬ 
curate,  ad  {ummas  faepenumero  divitias  perveniunt ;  pari 
tnodo,  fi  quis  aptarit  fudorum  metam  bene  feribere,  difeat 
mirari  bene  feripta,  difeat  gaudere,  fi  vel  nomina  data  con- 
junxerit  venufte* 


GHAT.. 
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How  to  Study  to  Advantage. 

XaERE  we  mull  confider  both 

the  fubjefts  and  method. 

As  to  the  fubjeds  of  your  ftudy - 

Confider  what  will  make  you  molt 
eminent  and  ufeful  in  your  profeihon ;  * 
This  kind  of  ftudy  is  to  be  your  tenons 
bufinefs,  and  daily  and  dilligently  profe- 
cuted.  In  all  your  reading  keep  this  point 
in  view.  A  traveller  Ihould  have  his  right 
road  and  the  end  of  his  journey  always 
in  his  eye,  whatever  little  diverfions  or 

excurfions  he  may  indulge  by  the  way. 

You 


*  Ouifquis  verbum  Domini  ftatuit  fincere  medicare, 
perpetuus  et  affiduus  fit  oportet  in  fanfti  propofit,  med.- 
Utione,  ut  fibi  conftent  omnia  vitae  ftudia.  LraJ .  txU 

?  Ouemadmodum  enim  non  infcite  dixit  quidam,  «  turn 
cruditum  appelandum  effe,  non  qui  didicent  plurnna,  fed 
qui  optima  maximapue  neceflaria  ita  non  eft  neceffe  ut 
futuris  Ecclefiaftes  in  quibuflibct  confumat  operam  atque 
set  a  tern——  fed  ea  primum  ac  potiftimum  ducat  quae  ad. 
dojcendi  munus  font  accormnodaiiffyn^  Id»  p.  92i  9 3* 


* 
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You  may  fometimes  be,  Nefcio  quidmedL 
tans  nugarum,  but  do  not  be  totus  in  illis  * 
To  an  acquaintance  with  books  join 
the  Itudy  of  human  nature.  Your  own 
heait,  paffions,  temper,  humour,  habits 
and  difpofitions,  will'  be  the  books  you 
have  moil  need  to  confult  on  this  fub- 
jeft.f  For  human  nature,  in  the^  main 
Strokes  of  it,  is  much  the  fame  in  all  the 
human  fpecies^--  'Next  to  this,  your 
obfervations  on  the  ways  and  characters 
and  tempers  of  men,  will  be  of  great  help 
to  you  ;  together  with  fome  books  where 
human  nature  is  ftrongly  and  finely  paint¬ 
ed,  in  its  various  fhapes  and  appearances. 

^It  is  not  beneath  the  Chriftian  philofo- 
pher  to  take  fome  pains  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  world  ;  or  the  humours,  man¬ 
ners,  forms,  ceremonies,  characters  and 
cuftoms  of  men  ;  at  leaft  fo  far,  as  is  ne- 
c  ffary  to  avoid  fmgularity  and  a  difa- 
greeafole  awkwardness,  and  to  preferve  a 

decorum ,  and  an  eafy  addrefs  in  all  com** 
pany, 

A.  Student 

*  Hor.  Sat.  L.  i.  S.  9. 

+  Vid.  Self-knowledge.  Part.  1.  chap.  9  11, 

f  Les  hommes  .font  a  peu  pres  tous  faits  de  la  merne 
majiiere ;  et  ajnfi  ce  qui  nous  a  touche,  les  touchera  auf§. 
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A  Student  fhould  not  think  any  thing 
unworthy  his  attention  and  notice,  that 
has  a  tendency  either  to  make  him  moic 
agreeable,  or  more  uleful  to  others.  Some 
regard  is  therefore  due  to  drels,  behaviour, 
the  ufual  forms  of  civility,  and  whatever 
contributes  to  the  art  of  pleafing.  Among 
thefe  I  would  particularly  recommend  a 
habit  of  expreffing  his  fentiments  freely 
and  properly  upon  any  Subject.  _  1  -_et  IS 
flyle  and  language  be  ftuched  principal !r 
with  this  view. 

As  to  the  method  of  fludying  to  advan¬ 


tage 


pray  for  a  divine  bleffing  on  your  Rud¬ 
ies  ;  that  God  would  guide  you  into  the 
moil  ufeful  knowledge  and  all  important 
truths ;  direct  your  fubjeO^aud  alii  ft  yout 

meditations  upon  them 

Procure  a  collection  oi4  the  belt  ancx 
molt  approved  books,  which  tieat  of  the 
fciUesP  you  chiefly  defire  to  cultivate, 
and  make  yourfelf  tn after  of  them  in  the 
way  before  prefcribed.  ^  . 

Consult  your  own  genius  and  mcJiia- 
tion  in  the  ftudy  you  intend  to  purine;. 
You  will  elfe  row  againft  the  tide,  and 
make  no  progrefs  that  is  eithei  comforta-* 

Me,  or  creditable  to  yourfelf. 

r  &  Compote 
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Compote  your  fpirits,  fix  your  thoughts, 
and  ^be  wholly  intent  on  the  fubject  in 
hand.  Never  pretend  to  ftudy  whilft  the 
mind  is  not  lecovered  front  a  hurry  of 
cares,  or  the  perturbations  of  paffion. 
*^uch  ^bfupt  and  violent  tranfitions  are  a 
discipline,  to  which  it  will  not  eafily  fub- 
mit,  efpecially  if  it  has  not  been  well  man- 
aged,  and  long  accuftomed  to  it.  Aurora 

mica,  nscncn  vefpera  :  Becaufe  the 
mind  is  then  commonly  moft  free  and  dif- 

•engaged. 

Let  the  fcene  of  your  ftudies,  be  a  place 
of  Silence  and  folitude  ;  where  you  may 

be  moft  tree  from  interruption  and  avoca¬ 
tion. 

W  hen  you  have  a  mind  to  improve  a 
fingle  thought,  or  to  be  clear  in  any  par¬ 
ticular  point,  do  not  leave  it  till  you  are 
matter  of  it.  View  it  in  every  light.  Try 
how  many  ways  you  can  exprefs  it,  and 
which  is  the  fhorteft  and  beft.  Would 
you  enlarge  upon  it,  hunt  it  down  from 
author  to  author ;  fome  of  which  will 
hints  concerning  it,  which  per¬ 
haps  never  occurred  to  you  before  ;  and 
give  every circumftance  its  weight;  Thus,, 
fey  being  mafter  of  every  fubjea  as  you 

proceed,. 


ESS 
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proceed,  though  you  tnake  but  a  fmall 
progrefs  in  reading,  you  will  make  a 
Speedy  one  in  ufeful  knowledge.  To 
leave  matters  undetermined,  and  the 
mind  unfatisfied  in  what  we  ftudy,  is  but 
to  multiply  half  notions,  introduce  con- 
fufxon,  and  is  the  way  to  make  a  pedant, 

but  not  a  fcholar.  ... 

Go  to  the  fountain  head.  Read  origi¬ 
nal  authors,  rather  than  thofe  who  trans¬ 
late  or  retail  their  thoughts.  It  will  give 
you  more  fatisfa£lion,  more  certainty, 
more  judgment,  and  more  confidence, 
when  tho  e  authors  are  the  fubjefits  of 
converfation,  than  you  can  have  by  tak¬ 
ing  your  knowledge  of  them  at  iecond 
hand.  It  is  truftiug  to  tranflations,  quo¬ 
tations  and  epitomies,  that  makes  fo  many 
half  fcholars  fo  impertinently  wife. 

Finally.  Be  patient  of  labour.  The 
more  you  acCuftom  yourfelf  to  laborious 
thinking,  the  better  you  will  bear  it.  But 
take  care  the  mind  be  not  jaded.* 

If 

Socrates  ille  non  hominum  modo,  verum  etlam 
Apollinis  oraculo,  fapientiflimus  judicatus,  et  pcrenms 
Philofophiae  Fone,  dicere  folet  Radicem  quidem  erud*- 
*  tionis  peramarum  efle,  fed  fruBum  habere  juardiffi- 
«  mum  ;  initioque  magnas  adferre  labores,  fed  honeHiM- 
« aiunv  fadantibus  pncmiinuro  repoaere.*  Er^of  U  iiip 
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If  divinity  be  your  peculiar  ftudy,  ob* 
ferve  the  following  rules- - - 

1.  Be  critically  expert  in  the  original 
feriptures  of  the  bible,  and  read  a  chap- 
ter  in  Hebrew,  and  another  in  Greek 
every  day.  And  efpecialiy  obferve  the 
different  fenfes  in  which  the  fame  origi¬ 
nal  word  is  ufed  by  the  fame  author, 
I  his  often  throws  a  great  light  on  his 
meaning. 

2.  When  you  have  found  what  you 
take  to  be  your  author's  own  fenfe,  keep 
to  that,  and  admit  of  no  vague,  uncertain 
or  conjectural  ccnftru&ions,  whatever 
doflrine  they  may  difcountenance  or  fa¬ 
vour. 

3.  Be  fure  to  make  the  facred  feripture 
the  fcource,  ftandard,  and  rule  of  all  your 
theological  fentiments,  Take  them  from 
it,  bring  them  to  it,  and  try  them  by  it. 

4.  Make  yourfell  mafter  of  fome  fhort 
well  chofen  fyftem  of  divinity,  for  the 
fake  of  method  and  memory  ;  but  take 
care,  Nullius  in  verbum  jurare  magijfcri , 
that  you  be  not  fwayed  by  the  credit  of 

any 

flpifquis  es,  cui  ignea  vis  in  peftore  exarfit,  cui  flamma  ini 
praecordns  micat,  porcul  abfint  roollia,  leriia,  facillia, 
Iblandn,  quae  animi  impetum  extinguere  i'olent.  Dura 
jetamus,  &.c.  Ringd 
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any  human  names  in  matters  of  divine 
faith.  Let  reafon,  evidence,  and  argu¬ 
ment  be  the  only  authorities  to  which 
you  fubmit.  Remember  it  is  truth  you 
feek  ;  and  feek  her,  as.you-  would  do  any 
thing  elfe,  in  the  place  where  £he  is  molt 

likely  to  be  found.  ' 

r  Diveft  yourfelf  as  much  as  pouible 

of  all  prepolfelfion  in  favour  of,  or  preju¬ 
dice  again!!,  any  particular  party  names 
and  notions.  Let  the  mind  be  equally 
balanced,  or  it  will  never  rightly  deter¬ 
mine  the  weight  of  arguments.  Prejudice 
in*  one  feale  will  outweigh  much  folid 
truth  in  the  other ;  and  under  fuch  a 
prepofTeffion,  the  mind,  only  obferves 
which  balance  preponderates,  not  what  it 

is  that  turns  it.  #  . 

6.  Cultivate  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  lm- 
becillity  of  the  human  mind,  and  its 
pronenefs  to  errour,  both  in  yourfelf  and 
others.  This  will  guard  you  again  ft  a 
dogmatical  confidence  in  defence  of  your 
own  opinions,  and  arm  you  againft  the 
influence  of  it  in  others.  And,  on  the 
contrary,  endeavour  after,  a  meek,  humr> 
ble,  teachable  temper;  which,  from  the 
kigheft  authority,  we  axe  fu-re,  is  the  fceft 
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difpofkion  of  mind,  to  feek  and  receive 
divine  truth. 

7.  Be  not  fond  of  controversy.  The¬ 
ological  altercations  have  in  all  ages  been 
the  bane  of  real  religion,  and  the  fatal 
icource  or  unknown  mifehief  to  true 
chnltiamty.  It  fours  the  temper,  con¬ 
founds  the  judgment,  excites  malevolence, 

omencs  feuds,  and  banifhes  love  from  the 
heart :  and  in  fine,  is  the  devil’s  moil 
fuccefsful  engine  to  depreciate  and  deftroy 

the  principals  of  vital  piety. _ Let  the 

controverfies  you  read  be  the  moft  im¬ 
portant,  viz.  thofe  againft  the  Deifts  and 
Papijls  and  read  only  the  beft  authors 
wpon  therm  Among  whom  you  will 
find  none  to  exceed  the  late  bifhop  of 
London  and  Dr.  Lel'and  in  the  former,  and 

Tillotjon  and  ChilhngwoTth  m  the  lat¬ 
ter. 

8.  Avoid  theological  minutenelfes. 
Lay  no  ftrefs  on  trifles ;  as  you  fee  many 
do,  either  from  a  wrong  education,  or  a 
weak  turn  of  mind.  Beierve  your  zeal 
for  the  moft  important  fubje&s,  and  throw 
it  not  away  upon  little  things. 

-  Laft‘7-  Bet  none  but  the  beft  writers 
an  divinity  be  your  favourites  ;  and  thofe 

are 
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are  the  belt  writers,  who  at  once  difcover 
a  clear  head  and  a  good  heart,  folid  fenfe 
and  ferious  piety,  where  faith  and  reafon, 
devotion  and  judgment,  go  hand  i# 
hand. 


6  HAP. 


CHAP.  IV. 

The  method  of  collecting  end  preferving  ufc - 
ful  thoughts  from  converfation . 


HENEVER  it  can  be  done 
without  affe£iation  and  pedantry,  turn  the 
converfation  on  the  fubjeft  you  have  been 
reading  laft,  if  you  know  it  to  be  fuitable 
to  your  company  ;  and  introduce  your 
maturefl  obfervations  upon  it.  This  will 
fix  it  in  your  memory,  efpeciady  if  it  be¬ 
comes  matter  of  debate.*  For  the  mind 
is  never  more  tenac  ous  of  any  principles, 
than  thofe  it  has  been  warmly  engaged  in 
the  defence  of.  And  in  the  courfe  of  fuch 
debate  you  may  perhaps  view  them  in  a 
new  light ;  and  be  able  to  form  a  better 
jufl-ment  of  them,  and  be  excited  to  ex¬ 
amine 


*  Qnicquid  d'diceris  id  confeftim  doceas ;  fic  et  tua 
firmare,  et  prodefie  aliis  potes.  Ei  doce  quas  novrris, 
eaque  diverfis  horis,  aliis  atque  aliis  convenient  inculcare. 
Satis  fit,  fi  quifpiarn  te  audiat,  interia  exercitio  mirain  Tfi* 
fum  copiaia  tibi  comparaveris.  Ringd* 
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airiine  them  with  more  care.  Intercourfe 
awakens  the  powers,  whets  the  mind,  and 
.  rubs  off  the  ruft  it  is  apt  to  eontrafi  by 
jfolitary  thinking.  The  pump  for  want 
of  life  grows  dry,  or  keeps  its  water  at 
the  bottom,  which  will  not  be  fetched  up 
unlefs  more  be  added. 

When  you  have  talked  over  the  fixbjeSfc 
you  have  read,  think  over  what  you  have 
talked  of ;  and  perhaps  you  will  be  able 
to  fee  more  weight  in  the  fentiments  you 
oppofed,  than  you  were  willing  to  admit 
in  the  prefence  of  your  antagonist.  And 
if  you  fufpeft  you  was  then  in  errour,  you 
may  now  retra£t  it  without  tear  of  morti¬ 
fication.  That  you  may  at  once  improve 
and  pleafe  in  converfation,  remember  the 
following  rules. — 

I.  Ckuse  your  company,  as  you  do 
’your  books  ;  and  to  the  fame  end.  The 
beft  company,  like  the  beft  books,  are 
thofe,  which  are  at  once  improving  and 
entertaining.*  If  you  can  receive  nei¬ 
ther  pieafure  nor  profit  from  your  com¬ 
pany,  endeavour  to  furnifh  it  for  them. 
If  this  can  not  bed  one,  and  efpecially  if 

D  there 

*IJle  tulit  pun&umj  qui  mifeuit  .utile  dulci. 

Hor.  dc  Art,  Pod, 
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there  be  danger  of  receiving  hurt  from 
them,  quit  them,  as  decently  as  you  can. 

II.  St  u  d  y  the  humour  of  your  company 
and  their  character.  If  they  be  your  fupe- 
riours,  or  much  inclined  to  talk,  be  an  at¬ 
tentive  hearer.  If  your  inferiours,  ormore 
difpofed  to  hear,  be  an  inftru&ivefpeaker. 

III. -  Whin  the  converfation  drops, 
revive  it  with  lome  general  topic,  by 
ftarting  a  fubjefcl  on  which  you  have  fome 
good  things  to  fay,  or  you  know  others 
have.  To  which  end  it  will  not  be  amifs, 
to  be  a  little  prepared  with  topics  of  con¬ 
verfation  fuitable  to  the  company  you  are 
going  into ;  and  the  courfe  of  your  own 
thoughts  in  converfation  will  be  more 
free,  than  you  ordinarily  find  them  to  be 
in  filent  meditation. 

IV.  When  any  thing  occurs  that  is 
new,  or  inflru6live,  or  that  you  are 
willing  to  make  your  own,  enter  it  down 
in  your  minute  or  common-place  book,  if 
you  cannot  trull  your  memory  ;  for  in 
converfation  all  are  free-booters ;  what¬ 
ever  you  lay  your  hand  on  that  is  worth 
keeping,  is  lawful  prize,  but  take  care 
that  you  do  not  charge  either  the  one  or 
the  other  with  tralh. 


V,  N.EVE.R 
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V.  Never  ftand  for  a  cypher  in  com¬ 
pany.  by  a  total  filenee.  It  will  appear 
boonlh  and  awkward,  and<  give  a  check  to 
the  freedom  of  others.  ’Tis  ill  manners. 
Better  fay  a  trivial  thing  than  nothing  at 
all.  Perhaps  you  hear  a  deal  of  imperti¬ 
nence,  uttered  by  fome  in  the  company, 
which  you  candidly  excufe;  prefume  up¬ 
on  their  candour,  if  you  happen  to  talk  in 
the  fame  manner.  You  have  a  right  to 
claim  it :  You  will  readily  receive  it. — 
Something  trite  and  low  uttered  with  an 
eafy,  free,  obliging  air,  will  be  better  re¬ 
ceived  than  entire  iileftce;  andmdeed  than 
a  good  fentiment  delivered  in  a  ftifF,  pe- 
dantick,  or  affuming  manner.  And  many 
rood  things  may  arife  out  of  a  common  ob- 
iervation.  However,  after  a  dead  filenee, 
it  will  let  the  converfation  a  going  ;  and 
the  company,  who  want  to  be  relieved 
from  it,  will  be  obliged  to  you.  This  is 
a  fecret  that  will  never  fail  to  pleafe. 

VI,  Join  not  in  th^  hurry  and  clamour 
of  the  talk,  efpecially  whenatrifling  point 
is  difputed;  and  feveral  fpeak  at  once, 
but  be  a  patient  hearer,  till  you  have  made 
yourfelf  mailer  of  the  lubjefl  and  the  ar¬ 
guments  o&'hoth  fides  ;  and  then  you  may 

poffibly 
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poffibly  find  an  opportunity  to  put  in  as 
mediator,  with  credit  to  your  judgment, 

Repeat  not  a  good  thing  in  the  fame 
company  twice,  unlefs  you  are  fure  you 
are  not  diftinftly  heard  the  firft  time. 

VII.  Tho  ugh  you  may  fafely  animad¬ 
vert  upon,  yet  do  no  not  oppofe,  much 
lefs  rally,  the  foibles  or  miftakesof  anyone 
in  the  company  ;  unlefs  they  be  very  no¬ 
torious,  and  there  be  no  danger  of  giving 
offence.  But  remember  that  he  himfelf 
fees  the  matter  in  a  different  light  from 
what  you  do,  and  with  other  eyes. 

VIII.  If  detraffion  or  prophanenefs 
mingle  with  the  converfation,  difcounte- 
nance  it  by  a  fevere,  or  a  refolute  filence, 
where  reproof  would  be  thought  indelb. 
cate.  If  this  be  not  fufficient  to  put  a 
flop  to  it,  make  no  fcruple  to  withdraw.^ 

IX.  Affect  not  to  ftiine  in  converfa¬ 
tion,  eipecially  before  thofe  who  have  a 
good  opinion  of  their  own  underftanding.. 

The 

^Pofidonius  relates  of  St.  Auftin,  that  this  Latin  dif- 
tich  was  infcribed.  on  the  table  where  he  entertained  hrs 
friends. 

Quifquis  amat.di£Us  abfentem  rodere  amicum* 

Hank  menfam  kidignam  noverit  efle  fibL 
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The  fare  way  to  pleafe  them,  is  to  give 
them  opportunity  to  ftiow  their  parts.  A 
mouopoly  of  fehis  kmd  will  fcarce  ever  be 
endured  with  patience.* 

X.  Bear  with  th  impertinence  of  con-- 
veriation.  Something  may  be  learned" 
from  them,  or  >ome  opportunity  may  be 
given  you  to  put  in  a  fentiment  more 
apropos .  Beiides,  what  appears  low  and 
flat  to  you,  may  not  to  another.f 

D  2  XI  Appear 

*  Converfaiion  Is  a  fort  of  commerce,  towards  which 
every  one  ought  to  furnifh  his  quota,  i.  e.  to  hear  and 
fpeaK  in  his  turn.  5Tis  afting  againft  the  rules  of  hon~- 
efty  and  laws  of -commerce,  to  monopolize  all,  and  de¬ 
prive  others  of  the  fhare  they  have  in  the  gain.  ’Tis hi 
like  manner,  a  kind  of  iniuftice  in  thofe  who  compote  the 
circle,  always  to  ufurp  the  talk.  If  your  defign  by  it  is 
to  make  a  fhow  of  your  parts,  and  to  procure  efteem,  you 
ipiite  raiftake  your  intereft  ;  for  you  exafperate  thofe 
againft  you,  whom  you  thus  force  to  filence,  who  cannot 
bear  the  afeendant  you  give  yourfelf,  and  the  degree  of  fu— 
periority  you  affume.  Refleft.  uponridriule,  vol  i.p. 

t  That  which  makes  common  coaverfation  fo  naufeous, 
are  the  applaufes  beftowed  on  follies.  Narrow  fouls  ad¬ 
mire  every  thing,  and  cry  up  the  leaf!  trifles  that  ought  to 
be  let  pals.  That  which  becomes  a  well  bred  man,  on 
thefe  occafions,  is  to  fay  nothing.  It  would  be  a  criminal 
complaifance  to  applaud  offensive  fooleries.  It  would 
be  likewife  a  faulty  delicacy,  to  bear  with  nothing  but 
what  is  exquifite,  and  to  exprels  contempt  for  every  thifi£ 
that  is  fiat  and  trivial.  Idem,  #.  346, 

-i 
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XI.  App  ear  perfedly  free,  friendly, 
well  pleafed,  eafy,  and  unreferved.  This 
will  make  others  lo ;  and  draw  out  many 
a  good  thought  from  them.  And  is  much 
more  pleafmg  than  a  fludied  politenefs, 
and  all  the  ulual  arts  of  common  place  ci¬ 
vility.* 

*  However  it  is  extolled  as  the  great  art  of  converfa- 
tion,  to  appear  with  the  utmofl:  opennefs  and  civility 
when  you  are  moft  upon  the  referve  :  Yet,  as  it  is  not 
only  the  ordinary  drefs  of  courtiers,  and  travellers,  but  an 
art  that  frequently  belongs  to  the  fhops,  the  covering  is 
snuch  more  tranfparent,  than  they  who  a€t  under  it  are 
apt  to  think.  And  befides,  fuch  an  addrefs  is  really  nau¬ 
seous  among  friends  ;  and  the  greatefi:  mailers  of  this  art¬ 
ful  fmoothnefs,  feldom  deceive  others  thereby,  fo  much 
as  themfelves.  Vid.  Advice  to  a  Son ,  p.  gj , 
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CHAP.  V. 

\ 

Concerning  the  improvement  of  our  thoughts 

when  alone . 

A  STUDENT,  like  a  philosopher, 

fhould  never  be  lefs  alone,  than  when  a- 
lone.  Then  it  is,  that,  if  it  be  not  his  own 
fault,  he  may  enjoy  the  belt  of  com¬ 
pany. 

Next  to  the  regulation  of  the  appetites 
and  paffions,  the  moll  important  branch 
of  felf  government  is  the  command  of  our 
thoughts  ;  which  without  a  ftrift  guard 
will  be  as  apt  to  ramble,  as  the  other  to 
rebel.  The  great  difficulty  willbe  tokeep 
them  fixed  and  iteadily  employed  upon 
your  fubjeft.  To  this  end  let  the  mind 
be  calm  and  difpaffionate — View  your 
theme  in  every  light — col  left  your  be  ft 
thoughts  upon  it — Clothe  thofe  thoughts 
in  words,  and  confider  how  Mr.  Addifon , 
Mr.  Melmoth,  or  other  writer  you  admire, 
would  exprefs  the  fame. — Guard  againft 
a  vagrancy  or  diffipation  of  your  thoughts 

— recal 
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- — recal  them  when  they  are  rambling  ; 
and  obferve  by  what  connexion  of  ideas  or 
images  they  are  enticed  away  from  their 
work,  and  reiix  them  more  diligently. — - 
If  you  have  a  pen  and  ink  at  hand,  fet 

down  your  bell  fen  aments  on  paper,- - - 

If  your  fubject  be  of  a  religious  nature, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  recollefi  feme 
proper  text  of  feripture,  as  a  ftandard 
to  which  you  may  recal  your  vagrant, 
forces. 

Let  the  matter  of  your  converfations 
be  fomethingfeafonable,  important,  or  en¬ 
tertaining.  Confult  the  temper  your' 
mind  is  in,  or  ought  to  be  in  at  that  time ; 
and  let  your  fubjeft  be  fuitable  to  it. 

Take  care  that  nothing, vain,  or  vicfeys 
fix  a!  into  your  mind  when  alone.  Here¬ 
by  you  may  make  yourfelf  a  very  bad’ 
companion  to  yourfelf;  and  become  your' 
own  tempter. 

If  the  place  or  occafion  will  admit  it, 
think  viva  voce,  or  utter  your  thoughts 
aloud. 

In  your  evening  meditations,  go  over 
in  your  mind,  the  belt  things  you  have 
read  or  heard  that  day,  and  recolkti  them 
the  next  morning. 

The 
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The  great  advantage  of  being  alone  is, 
that  you  may  chufe  your  company  ;  ei¬ 
ther  your  books,  your  friend,  your  God, 
or  yourfelf.  There  is  another  will  be 
ready  to  intrude,  if  not  refolutely  repel¬ 
led.  By  the  turn  of  your  thoughts^ 
you  may  detefi  his  entrance,  and  by  what 
paffage  he  Hole  in.  Yon  may  know  him 
by  his  cloven  foot ;  and  you  have  the  belt 
precept,  exemplified  by  the  belt  prece-* 
dent,  how  to  ejeft  him.*5. 

If  books  be  your  fubjefl,  or  what  you. 
lately  read  and  laid  up  in  your  memory, 
your  mental  employment  will  be  recol- 
leftion  and  judgment.  •  Recolleftion,  to 
recal  to  your  mind  the  good  things  you 
have  read  ;  and  judgment,  to  range  them 
under  their  proper  clafs ;  and  to  confid- 
er  upon  what  occafion,  or  in  what  com¬ 
pany  it  may  be  proper  or  ufeful  to  pro¬ 
duce  them. 

If  you  chufe  a  friend  for  the  compan¬ 
ion  of  your  folitude,  let  it  not  be  merely 
for  your  own  plealure  ;  but  confider  in 
what  way  you  may  improve  or  entertain 
him  ;  or  what  it  is  you  would  learn  from 

him 
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him ;  and  in  what  manner  you  may  beft 
behave  towards  him,  the  next  time  you 
come  into  his  company. 

When  you  defire  tohavethe  great  God 
for  the  objefit  of  your  contemplation,  as 
you  fhould  always  do  in  your  religious 
retirements,  your  mind  cannot  be  too  lei  i- 
ous,  composed,  and  free.  Now  it  is  that 
the  thoughts  will  be  mod  apt  to  revolt  and 
ramble  ;  and  the  utmoft  efforts  muff  be 
ufed  to  guard  and  guide  them.  In  this 
cafe  two  things  you  fhould  never  forget. 

1.  Earneftly  implore  his  help,  that  you 
may  think  not  only  ffeadily,  but  worthily 
of  him. 

2.  Confider  him  as  prefent  with  you  : 
and  as  witnels  to  all  the  employment  of 
your  mind. 

Laftly.  If  you  are  your  own  compan¬ 
ion,  and  klj  meditation  be  your  bufinefs, 
you  have  a  large  field  before  you.  But 
one  thing  be  fure  not  to  neglect,  viz. 
Sharply  and  impartially  to  reprove  your- 
felf,  in  cafe  of  any  obfervable  failure  ; 
and  refolve  to  amend  your  conduct  111 
that  particular,  efpecially  when  the  lame 
«*rcomftances  recur. 

BN©  # F  FART  FIRST.  v 
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* -  I  . 

PART  II. 

-fH|p 

JL  HE  bufmefs  of  a  Pallor  is  t® 
do  all  he  can  to  promote  the  eternal  in- 
tereft  of  the  fouls  of  men.  And  to  keep 
his  eye  continually  on  this,  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  facred  office,  will  be  a  good  di- 
reftion  to  him  in  the  -profecution  of  it. 

He  is  now  to  improve,  regulate,  digeft, 
and  apply  that  flock  of  knowledge  he  has 
taken  fo  much  pains  to  acquire  ;  and  ex¬ 
amine  what  part  of  it  will  be  moft  help¬ 
ful  to  him  in  his  great  defign. 

The  duties  of  the  Pallor's  office  may 
be  comprifed  under  the  fix  following  gen¬ 
eral  heads. 

Preaching.— 

o 
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Preaching ,  —  Praying .  —  AdminiJIring 
the  Seals. — -Vifiting  the  jick . — His  con¬ 
duct  towards  his  people  in  general. — * 
And  towards  perfons  of  different  cha¬ 
racters  in  particular, 
i.  Preaching.  This  may  be  divided 
into  two  parts  ; 

Preparation ,  and  elocution, 
i.  Preparation,  which  con  fills  of  com¬ 
petition,  and  the  duties  immediately  pre¬ 
vious  to  preaching. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP  I. 

Of  compofmg  of  fermoni* 

^3  E  SID  E  S  all  the  ufual  ac¬ 
ademical  preparations,  the  ftudy  of  lan¬ 
guages,  fciences,  divinity,  &c.,  there 
is  a  particular  art  of  preaching  to  which 
if  minifters  did  more  fenoufly  apply 
themfelves,  it  would  extremely  facilitate 
that  fervice,  and  make  it  more  eafy  to 
themfelves,  and  more  profitable  to  their  ' 
hearers."  For  acquiring  which  art  the 
rules  laid  down  in  this  and  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  chapters  may  be  helpful  to  thofe 
who  are  entering  upon  the  facred  employ¬ 
ment.  1 

,  dhe  firft  thing,  to  be  confidered,  is 
tne  choice  or  the  fubjebl.  Here  you  mufi 
confult  vour  own  genius,  tafle,  and  abili¬ 
ties  j  and  chufe  thofe  fubjefts  which  have 
moft  imprelfcd  your  own  mind  ;  for  on- 
thofe  you  are  moft  likely  to  fucceed,  and 
to  produce  the  moft  mature  and  ufeful 
lentiments.  Confult  alfo  the  temper. 

E  tafftg 
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tafte,  and  capacities  of  your  audience. 
For  the  more  fuitable  your  fubjedl,  ftyle 
and  fentiments  are  to  them,  the  more  like¬ 
ly  you  will  be,  both  to  pleale,  and  improve 
them.  And  therefore  a  minifter  ffould 
never  fix,  nor  chute  to  preach,  amongll  a 
people,  whofe  opinions  are  widely  differ¬ 
ent  from  his  own.  c;  'Let  the  moil  ute- 
ful  and  pertinent  fubjefts  be  your  moll 
freequent  choice.  Thote  are  the  moil  tile* 
ful,  which  are  the  moil  edifying ;  and 
thofe  rnoft  pertinent,  which  are  moil  fit¬ 
ted  to  the  capacities  and  neceffities  of  the 
auditory.  To  both  which  you  ought  to 
have  a  fpecial  regard." — —If you  are 
at  a  lofs  for  a  text,  xonfult  the  contents 
of  the  feverel  volumes  of  fermons,  you 
have  by  you.  That  a  man  may  form 
himfelfto  preaching  he  ought  judicioufly 
to  take  fome  of  the  bell  models,  and  tiv 
what  he  can  do  on  a  text  handled  by  them 
without  reading  them  ;  and  then  compare 
his  with  theirs.  This  will  more  lenfibly 
and  without  putting  him  to  the  bluff, 
hiodel  him  to  imitate,  or,  if  he  can,  to  ex¬ 


cel  the  bell  authors. — Whatever  panic- 
Talar  text  flrikes  your  mind  with  more 


than  common  force,  m  the  courle  of  youi 
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readitig  or  meditating  the  fcriptures,  pea 
it  down  with,  fome  ufeful  ftri&ures  that 
ruay;  occur  to  you.,  for  the  foundation  or 
a  future  work.  By  this  mean,  you  will 
have  a  good  fupply  of  fuitable  texts  at 
hand — A  fermon  fhould  be  made  for  a 
text,  and  not  a  text  found  out  for  a  fer- 
Bion.  For,  to  give  our  difcourfes  weight, 
it  ftiould  appear  that  we  are  led  to  them 
by  our  text.  Such  fermons  will  probably 
have  much  more  effeft  than  a  general 
difcourfe  to  which  a  text  feems  only  to  be 
added  as  a  decent  introduction,  but  to 
which  no  regard  is  had  in  the  progrefs  of 

it. - Affect  notan  obfcure,  difficult,  or 

barren  text,  to  ffiow  your  ingenuity  in. 
throwing  light  upon  it,  or  let  others  a 
wondering  what  you'  can  make  of  it. 
Difcourfes  from  fuch  texts  muff  be  either 
unprofitable  or  unnatural.* 

2.  H  aving  chofen  your  fubjecl  ;  your 
next  care  is,  to  be  furniflh.ed  with  a  ftorc 
of  ufeful  and  pertinent  thoughts  upon  it. 

Having: 

*  Many  will  remember  the  text  that  remember  noth¬ 
ing  elfe  }  therefore  fuch  a  choice  fhould  be  made  as  may 
at  lead  put  a  weighty  and  fpcaking  fentence  of  the  fcnp  •- 
sures  up oa  the  memories  of  the  people.  Hurn.e.L 
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Having  fixed  your  fpot  on  which  to  builds 
you  are  now  to  prepare  materials.  To 
this  purpofe,  carefully  perufe  your  text, 
Iboth  in  the  original  and  different  tranfla- 
rions.  Attend  to  its  connexions  and  re¬ 
ference  ;  and  obferve  what  is  the  princi¬ 
pal  fubjeft  it  points  to.  Colleft  from 
your  concordance,  or  common  place  book 
to  tne  bib! e,  or  from  Mr.  Clark’ s  Annota~ 
tons,  or  from  Wilfons  Chrijlian  Diftiona- 
Ty,  and  others,  all  its  parallel  places,  or 
the  feveral  fcriptures  that  have  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  it.  Pen  them  down  on  loofe  pa¬ 
per,  to  be  properly  interwoven  into  the 
difeourfe  under  any  particular  head  or 

branch  of  it* - Confult  other  authors  on 

the  fame  fubje£l.  Ufe  their  thoughts, 
but  not  their  words,  unlefs  you  quote 
them  exprefsly  ;  which  fhould  never  be 
done,  unlefs  your  author  be  a  writer  of 
eminence,  and  of  good  repute  with  your 

audience.  And  let  it  be  a  fentiment  fo 

,  » 

weighty,  and  well  expreffed,  as  deferves 
to  be  remembered  by  them  ;  and  then 
they  will  remember  it  the  fooner  as  com¬ 
ing  from  him,  than  from  yourfelf. 

3.  Having  thus  provided  materials, 
form  your  plan.  Let  your  method,  as 

well 
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well  as  your  fubjefit,  flow  from  your  text. 
Let  the  divifion  be  eafy  and  natural,  and 
fuch  as  the  audience  would  expect.  <  Let 
it  a  rife  from  the  fubjed  itfelf ;  and  give  a 
light  and  juft  order  to  the  feveral  parts. 
Such  a  divifion,  as  may  eahly  be  remem¬ 
bered  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  help  to  con¬ 
ned  and  retain  the  whole.  In  line,  a  di¬ 
vifion  that  {hows  at  once  the  extent  of  tfte 

fubject,  and  of  all  its  parts L - Avoid  a 

tedious  multiplication  ol  particulars  un¬ 
der  every  general  head  of  your  dilcourfe. 
Let  your  particlar  heads  be  not  only  few  , 
but  difiind  ;  and  affed  not  to  conceal  the 
number  and  order  of  them,  if  they  be  did 
tind  and  natural,  as  lome  modern  preach¬ 
ers  do.  It  is  a  faife  delicacy  to  aim  at 
reducing  a  fermon  to  tire  form  of  a  po¬ 
lite  harangue.  The  other  method  of  ex- 
prefling  the  number  of  heads,  in  their  pro¬ 
per  order,  is  not  only  more  pleafing  to 
the  common  fort  of  hearers,  but  a  help 
to  their  underftanding  and  memory  ; 
which  a  preacher  fhould  by  all  means 
carefully  regard.*  It  will  be  proper,  to 

E  2  drawr 

*  It  is  but  a  bad  rule  in  AlfleS.  at  lead  for  vulgar 
aiitories*,  whe#  he  advifes  to  conceal  and  alter  the  metheeL 

101- ’ 
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draw  your  method  or  plan,  on  a  loofe 
piece  of  paper  laid  before  you,  with  the 
leveral  particulars  under  their  refpeftive 
general  heads ;  and  whatever  place  of 
fcripture,  or  inferences,  &c.,  you  meet 
with  in  reading  or  meditating,  pertinent 
to  any  particular  point  you  fhall  fpeak  to, 
you  may  then  place  them  under  that  par¬ 
ticular  ;  for  all  things  may  not  come  to, 
your  mind  at  once,  and  a  thought  is  fa, 
quickly  gone,  let  your  memory  be  almoft 
ever  fo  tenacious  and  retentive,  that  you 
will  hardly  retain  it,  unlefs  it  be  in  this 
manner  commited  to  paper.  And  what-, 
ever  place  of  fcripture  you  make  ufe  of, 
which  you  do  not  well  underhand,  con- 
fult  the  ableft  commentators  on  that  paf-. 
fage  for  the  meaning  of  it ;  that  you  may 
not  apply  it  to  a  wrong  fenfe. 

4.  Having  thus  provided  materials, 
and  formed  your  plan,  begin  the  fuper- 
ftrufture  ;  which  will  now  fee  raifed  and 
adorned  with  great  eafe,  and  be  continu¬ 
ally  improving  upon  your  hands;  for  no 

man 

for  variety’s  fake.  Crypfis  difpojkionis  tollit  fajlidium  cm - 
dilcris.  This  may  be  true  of  itching  curious  hearers,  but 
jnot  of  fuch  as  regard  their  own  profit, apd  edjficaticiu 
Wilt.  Ecclefl 
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tian  can  talk  well  on  a  lubj e6l,  of  which 
he  is  not  entirely  mailer.* 

“  In  the  beginning  you  mull  endeav¬ 
our  to  gain  the  favour  of  the  audience,  by 
2l  model!  introduction,  a  refpeftful  ad- 
drefs.  and  the  genuine  marks  of  candour 
and  probity /'t  Let  your  exordium  be 
fliort,  modell,  grave,  and  ftriking;  either 
by  propofing  your  method,  and  entering 
upon  your  lubjefl  direftly  ;  or  by  a  few 
important  general  obfervations,  which 
are  connected  with,  or  naturally  lead  to 
it :  Or  by  fome  Ihort  unexpe&ed  remark 
on  the  words  of  the  text.  In  your  en¬ 
largement  on  particulars,  if  you  find  your 
thoughts  do  not  run  freely  on  any  point, 
do  not  urge  them  too  much  ;  this  will 
tire  and  jade  the  faculties  too  foon.  But 
purfue  your  plan.  Better  thoughts  may 
occur  afterwards,  which  you  may  occa- 
tonally  infert. 

Let  your  bell  fentiments  Hand  in  the 
beginning  or  end  of  a  paragraph,  and  the- 

reft 

*  Etenim  ex  rerum  cognitione  efflorefcent  et  redundet 
©portet  oratio  :  Qua?  nifi  fubeft  res  ab  oratore  percepta 
et  cognita,  inanem  quandam  habet  elocutionem,  et  fere 
puerilem.  Cicero. 

t  Sed  base  adjuvant  in  oratore,  lenitas  vocis,  vultuSj, 
gmdoris  figmficatio,  verborum  comitas..  Id* 
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reft  in  the  middle,  which* will  pafs  very? 
well  in  good  company.  And  let  every 
head  conclude  with  lome  ftriking'  ten- 
tence,  or  pertinent  fcripture. 

As.  every  complete  fermon  refembjcs  a 
little  book,  the  method  of  compofing  the 
former,  may  be  the  fame  with  what  Rin- 
gelbergius  tells  us  he  ufed  in  compofing 
the  latter. 

“  My  firft  care,  fays  he,  is  to  form  in 
my  mind  a  perfeft  plan  ol  the  work  be¬ 
fore  me.  Then  in  a  large  tablet,,  or  fheefc 
of  paper,  I  fet  down  the  titles  of  the 
chapters,  or  the  feveral  heads  I  am  to  di!r 
courfe  on.  Then  I  look  over  them  to  fee 
if  they  have  their  proper  place,  connexion 
and  coherence  ;  and  alter  them  as  I  lee 
occafion.  Then  whilft  my  mind  is  ftili 
warm  with  the  fubjedt,  I  take  a  brief 
Iketch  of  what  is  proper  to  be  faid  under 
each  head,  which  1  write  down  on  a  look 
piece  of  paper ;  thefe  I  afterwards  tranf- 
fer  into  my  plan,  and  in  a  fair  hand 
tranferibe  under  their  proper  heads.  By 
thefe  means,  I  have  the  whole  fubjedl  and 
method  of  the  work  under  my  eye  at 
©nee.  Then  I  every  day  transcribe  a 
chapter  for  the  prefs,  and  add,  or  ex- 

'  ■* .  .  i  \/  PunSe 
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punge,  as  I  go  along,  according  as  the 
matter  requires.  After  this,  when  I  fee 
nothing  deficient  or  reduntant  in  the 
fubjeft,  I  apply  myfelf  to  revile  the  lan¬ 
guage.”  Let  your  application  be  clofe, 
fervent,  and  animated  .  To  which  end* 
get  your  own  heart  warmed  and  penetra¬ 
ted  with  your  fubjeft.  For  however 
drowfy,  or  inattentive  your  hearers  may 
be  in  the  beginning,  or  middle  of  a  dif- 
courfe,  they  fhould  be  always  awakened, 
and  warmed  at  the  clofe.  “  It  is  often¬ 
times  proper  at  the  end  of  a  difeourfe,  to 
make  a  fhort  recapitulation,  'wherein  the 
orator  ought  to  exert  all  his  force  and 
fkill,  in  giving  the  audience  a  full,  clear, 
concife  view  of  the  chief  topics  he  has  en¬ 
larged  upon.”  And  let  the  laft  fentence 
of  the  fermon,  be  either  your  text,  or 
fome  pertinent  feripture,  or  fome  weigh¬ 
ty  thought  well  expreffed  and  worth  re¬ 
membering. 

5.  Having  thus  raifed  your  fuperft.ruc- 
fure  on  the  plan  propofed,  you  mu  ft  put 
the  fimfhing  hand  to  the  work  by  decent¬ 
ly  adorning  it ;  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
a  revifal,  wherein  you  are  to  reexamine 
|he  method,  matter,  and  ftyle. 


1,  The 
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l.  The  method.  Here  perhaps  you 
may  fee  feme  fmall  alterations  neceflary. 
Example,  this  head  may  come  in  more 
naturally  before  that ;  Inch  a  fentiment 
fhine  to  more  advantage  at  the  conclufion 
of  a  paragraph  ;  and  this  particular  head 
is  not  diffidently  diftind  from  that,  and 
therefore  both  had  better  be  wrought  into 
one. 

2..  With  regard  to  the  matter.  Such 
a  fentiment  is  expreffed  before,  therefore 
ftrike  it  out  here  ;  too  much  is  faid  upon 
this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  too  little  upon 
that ;  add  here,  retrench  there  ;  if  any 
new  thought,  or  pertinent  feripture  occur 
to  your  mind,  fearch  out  the  proper  place 
where  to  difpole  of  it. 

3.  With  regard  to  your  ftyle.  Th*$ 
thought  is  obfeurely  expreffed,  explain 
it ;  this  fentence  is  equivocal,  be  more 
determinate  ;  this  is  too  long,  fhorten  it ; 
here  is  a  jingle,  correci  it ;  this  difpofition 
of  the  words  is  harfh  and  hard  to  be  pro- 

i. 

nounced,  alter  it ;  this  expreffion  is  to^ 
mean  and  vulgar,  fubffitute  a  better.* 

I  fli all 

*  Equidem  inlibris  cxcudendis,  cum  fpeciofum  aliquem 
vocum  contextum,  aut  verba  duo,  oraata  invenio,  betn.A 
.extylto,  majpre,  quam.  fi  aureum  reperiiFem.  RtngtL 
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I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  the 
following  general  rules  relating  to  the 
llyle  of ‘the  pulpit. 

i  .  Let  it  be  plain,  proper,  and  perfpicu- 
ous ;  and  then  the  fhorter  it  is,  the  better*. 
A  concife,full,  and  nervous  ftyle  is  always 
mo  ft  ftriking,  therefore  moll  pleafing. 
To  obfeure  and  weaken  the  fente  by  a 
fiudied  ornament  or  flow  of  words,  is 
-wrong  oratory,  and  naufeous  to  every 
one  of  true  tafte. 

“  The  words  in  a  fermon  muft  be  flm- 
ple  and  in  common  ufe,  not  favouring  of 
the  fchools,  or  above  the  underftanding 
of  the  people.  All  long  periods,  Inch  as 
cany  two  or  three  different  thoughts  in 
them  muft  be  avoided ;  for  few  hearers 
can  follow  or  apprehend  thefe.  Niceties 
of  llyle  are  loft  before  a  common  audi¬ 
ence  A 

2.  Let  your  numbers  be  full  and  flow¬ 
ing;  and  carefully  avoid  all  harfhiiefs 
and  diffonance  in  the  choice  and  ddpofi- 
tion  of  your  words.  This  is  a  part  of 
rhetoric,  which  though  carefully  cultva- 
ted  by  the  anti  cuts,  is  too  much  negletL 
cd  by  the  moderns.*  “  In  reading  over 

a  difcburfe 

Nwnsros 


*  See  treatiie  on  Profaic  numbers. 
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u  difcourfe  to  ourfelves,  we  muft  obferve 
what  words  found  harfh,  and  agree  ill  to¬ 
gether  ;  for  there  is  a  mufic  in  fpeaking, 
as  well  as  in  tinging,  which  a  man  though 
Hot  otherwife  critical  in  founds,  will  foon 
difcoverT 

g.  Obferve  a  medium  between  a  too 
fhort  and  too  prolix  a  ftyle.  The  fen- 
tentious  ftyle  is  apt  to  be  defe6tive.  A 
prolix  one,  ii  the  members  of  a  long  fen- 
tence  be  not  judicioufly  difpofed,  and 
fraught  with  a  weight  of  fentiment,  tedi¬ 
ous  and  difagreeable  ;  and  a  low  creeping 
ftyle  is  as  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the 
pulpit,  as  a  high  and  turgid  one.  There 
is  a  decency  to  be  obferved  in  our  lan¬ 
guage,  as  well  as  ourdrefs:*  With  re¬ 
gard 

dem  vitam  voeaverim  orationis ;  quod  haiid  obfcure  ap~ 
parebit,  fi  fenteniam  numerofam  folveris/iifdem  fervatis 
et  tranfpofitis  verbis.  Quippe  quaE  ante  efficax  erat,  ea 
foluta  ridicula  videbitur ;  quamobrem  in  omni  opere,  pri- 
rna  curarem  effe  debet,  ut  res  five  membra  cohereant  ; 
proxima,  ut  verba,  feu  modulatio  numeroram.  Ringed 

*  Exprefiion  is  the  drefs  of  thought,  and  (till 
Appears  more  decent,  as  more  fuitabie. 

A  low  conceit  in  pompous  words  exprefs’d, 

Is  like  a  clown  in  royal  purple  drefs’d ; 

For  different  ftyles  with  different  fubjecls  fort, 

As  feveral  garbs,  with  country,  town  and  court. 

Somts 
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gard  to  both  a  prudent  man  will  confid- 
er,  not  only  what  is  decent  in  ltfelf,  but 
what  is  mofl  fo  at  certain  times.* 

4.  An  illuftration  of  your  fubje£t  by 
fenfible  images,  and  apt  fimilies,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  agreeable. 

Lafllv.  Let  the  conclufion  of  your 
periods  be  harmonious,  and  your  con¬ 
cluding  thoughts  the  mofl  memorable. 

o  o 

See  more  on  this  fubjc  cl  ^  Part  IL  C.  4. 

Some  by  old  Vords  to  fame  have  made  pretence, 
Antients  in  phraife,  mere  moderns  in  their  fenfc  ; 
Such  labour’d  nothings  in  fo  ftrange  aftyle, 

Amaze  th’  unlearned,  make  the  learned  fmile. 

Pope. 

*  Omnique  in  re,  poffe  quod  deceat  facere,  artis  efc 
naturte  eft ;  fcire  quid  quandoque  deceat,  prudential 
Cicero. 

t  Elocutio  partibus  quatuor  confemmatur.  Primiini 
enim  fi  res  tra&etur  magnifica,  caveo  ne  particula  ufquam. 
jaceat  hmni,  infra  dign^atem  orationis  ;  turn  etiam  Vi iee& 
ne  verbum  idem,  aut  fyllaba,  fi  fieri  poffit,  bis  ponatur  ; 
ad  hasc  do  operam,  ut  numerorum  gratia,  five  concentus 
cohaereat,  aut  per  omnes  periodi  partes,  aut  faltcm  in  fine 

Poftrema  curaeft,  ne  multi  fint  fines  fententiarum,  qui 
pedes  eafdem  habeant.  Rin. 


r  CHAP. 


— 


The  Student  and  Pajlor. 


'62 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

General  rules  relating  to  preaching. 

T . 

JL  I  were  advifeable  for  young 
preachers  to  pen  down  every  fentence 
of  their  fermons  in  fhort  hand  ;  and  trull 
nothing  to  their  memories,  until  they  are 
mailers  of  a  free,  fluent,  and  proper  fiyle  ; 
and  have  acquired  a  good  command  of 
their  fpirits,  a  free  utterance,  and  a  ma¬ 
turity  of  fentiments.  Then  they  may 
venture  to  leave  fomething  to  the  memo¬ 
ry,  by  writing  half  ientences,  until  by 
degrees  they  are  able  to  truil  to  it  a  good 
part  of  the-  enlargment  under  every  head. 
This  will  be  no  great  burden,  provided 
they  take  care  to  be  thoroughly  mailers 
of  their  notes,  before  they  go  up  into  the 
pulpit ;  and  will  be  a  great  help  to  a  free, 
decent,  and  natural  elocution. 

I  would  not  advife  any  young  mini  Her, 
'though  ever  fo  happy  in  a  ftrength  of 
memory,  entirely  to  lay  afide  his  notes ; 

it 
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it  can  anfwer  no  valuable  end,  and  the 
inconveniencies  of  it  are  thefe  ; — the 
thoughts  may  poffibly  wander;  in  that 
cafe  you  are  bewildered  without  a  guide  ; 
This  refle&ion  will  create  a  confufioiv 
and  perplexity  in  the  mind,  which  the 
hearers  will  obferve  with  pain  y  and  you 
will  fcarce  ever  be  able  to  recover  the 
right  tract  in  that  hurry  of  fpirits  with¬ 
out  many  a  trip  and  much  trouble.  This 
will  throw  a  tremor,  at  lead  a  diffidence, 
on  the  mind,  which  will  make  it  difficult 
to  relume  your  wonted  courage.  Be- 
fides,  when  fo  much  attention  is  bellow¬ 
ed. on  the  memory,  you  will  be  apt  to  pay 
too  little  to  the  judgment  and  affefilions.. 
You  will  not  have  leifure  to  obferve  how 
much  your  own  heart  is  affefted,  or  how 
you  may  heft  affett  that  of  your  hearers  • 
who  are  never  more  plealed,  than  when 
they  fee  their  preacher  compofed,  free, 
and  deeply  impreffed  with  his  own  fujecl ; 
and  never  more  difgufted,  than  when  they 
obferve  him  confufed,  bewildered,  or  an- 
attentive  to  what  he  himfelf  delivers. 
Behdes,  the  inaccuracy  of  diction,  the  in¬ 
elegance,  poverty,  and  lowncfs  of  exprei- 
non.  which  is  commonly  obferved  in  ex- 

temporaneous 
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Semporaneous  difcourfes,  will  not  fail  to* 
offend  every  hearer  of  good  tafle. 

2.  Go  to  the  bottom  of  your  fubjedt  • 
^nd  think  of  every  thing  that  ought  ta 

laid  upon  it  ;  and  confider  what 
points,  or  parts  of  it,  your  hearers  would 
be  glad  to  have  cleared  up,  or  mod  en¬ 
larged  upon.  To  fkim  off  only  the  fur-, 
face,  is  to  put  off  your  audience  with 
froth.  The  weightieft  fentiments  often 
lie  at  bottom  ;  be  at  the  pains  then  of  div-* 
ing  deep  to  bring  them  up  from  thence. 
On  the  other  hand, - 

3.  Take  care  you  do  not  torture  your 
iubjedt,  by  aiming  to  exhauft  it.  Do  not 
endeavour  to  fay  every  thing  that  can  be 
laid,  but  every  thing  that  ought  to  be  faid 
upon  it.  A  preacher’s  excellence  is  feen, 
not  fo  much  m  laying  a  great  deal  upon 
a  text,  as  faying  the  beft  things  in  the 
be  ft  manner.^ 

4.  Do  not  croud  your  thoughts  too  thick. 
This  will  but  fatigue  and  perplex  the 

minds  of  your  hearers,  who  fhould  always 

have 

'*  Nolim  te  facere,  quod  prava  quadam  ambitione,  val¬ 
gus  profefforum  hodie  facit,  ut  osnni  loco  coneris  omnia 
oicere,  fed  ea  duntaxat,  quae  explicando  praefenti  loco  fine 
idonea  ;  jnifi  fiquando,  deled, agadi  caufa,  pigrediendum  vi- 

^ebitur.  Erajhu 
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have  time  to  follow  you.  If  you  pour  wa¬ 
ter  too  fall  into  the  funnel,  it  will  run  over. 

5.  Protrafl  not  your  difcourfe  to  an 
undue  length.  The  belt  fentiments  will 
not  be  attended  to,  whilft  your  hearers 
are  impatiently  waiting  and  wifhing  for 
the  conclufion.  It  were  better  to  offend 
by  the  other  extreme,  provided  your  mat¬ 
ter  be  folid,  well  difpofed  and  well  digeft- 
ed.  Better  leave  vour  audience  Ion  pin  er 

J  OO 

than  loathing.  -  Abftinence  is  Ids  hurtful 
than  repletion;  .  I  think  Mr.  Luther  fays 
in  his  table  talk,  that  one  neceffary  qual¬ 
ification  of  a  preacher  is,  to  know  when  to 
leave  off., 

6.  In  practical  preaching,  which  fhoulcl ; 
be  your  ordinary  (train,  remember  that 
you  preach  to  chriftians-  and  let  your 
chief  motives  to  practice  be  drawn  from 
chaiftian  principles.  “  It  is- verily  a  fault ' 
in  too  many  of  the  public  teachers  of  our 
times,  that  their  fermons  are  moral  ha¬ 
rangues  generally ;  and  Tull/s  Offices; 
and  Seneca  s  Epijilcs  ferve  them  in  Head 
of  the  bible.  They  are  furnifhed  with  • 
nothing  but  moral  precepts,  as  if  they 
were  preaching  at  Old  Rome  or  Athens,-.. 
aiid  their  auditors  were  all  infidels.” 

F.  2,  ■  -7.  Be 
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7.  Be  fare  to  confult  the  capacity  and 
underftanding  of  your  hearers.  Remem¬ 
ber  you  are  not  declaiming  in  the  acade¬ 
my  ;  but  preaching  to  an  illiterate  con¬ 
gregation.  Take  care  then  that  you  be 
not  too  learned,  or  too  logical ;  that  you 
do  not  (hoot  over  the  heads  of  '%ov,r  hearers* 
as  they  call  it,  either  in  your  doctrine  or 
language.  Condescend  to  their  capaci¬ 
ties  ;  and  let  it  be  your  ambition  and  care 
whilft  you  are  treating  of  the  higheftfub- 
jefts,  to  be  comprehended  by  the  lowed 
underflanding ;  wherein  archbifhop  Til- 
lot  [on,  archbifhop  Sharp ,  and  Dr.  Sherlock 

will  be  your  heft  patterns. - It  is  not 

eafy  to  be  conceived  how  much  ignorance 
of  divine  things  there  is  in  the  minds  of 
the  greatefl  part  of  thofe  you  preach  to. 

It  was  the  obfervation  of  a  late  celebra¬ 
ted  divine  in  the  church  of  Rome,  ‘  That 
there  are  always  three  quarters  of  an  dr- 
4  dinary  congregation,  who  do  not  know 
4  thofe  firfl  principles  of  religion,  in  which 
the  preacher  fuppofes  every  one  to  be 
fully  inftrudied/  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
matters  are  fomewhat  mended  in  our  Prot- 
eftant  affemblies  ;  but  flill  there  is  reafon 
to  fear,  that  they,  who  compofe  the  major 

part 

A’ 
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part  in  our  places  of  worfhip,  are  deplor¬ 
ably  defefiive  in  their  knowledge  of  the 
true  doftrines  of  chriftianity .  And  as  the 
fubjeCt  fhould  not  be  too  deep  for  their 
conceptions,  fo  neither  fhould  the  ftyle 
be  too  high  for  their  comprehenfion  ;  and 
therefore  all  fcholaflic  terms,  fyftemati- 
cal  phraifes  and  metaphyfical  definitions 
(hould  be  for  ever  banifhed  from  the  pul¬ 
pit. 

8.  AffeCt  not  to  fhow  your  parts,  by 
entering  upon  nice  and  curious  difquifi^ 
lions,  or  by  a  ftrong  protrait  of  general 
characters.  Thisis  {hooting  befide  the 

O 

mark,  or  at  leaft  will  but  very  feldom 
reach  it.  The  chief  end  it  will  produce, 
and  which  you  will  be  thought  to  aim  at, 
is  your  own  applaufe,  and  not  your  peo¬ 
ple's  profit.  ‘  Too  clofe  a  thread  of  rea- 

*  fon,  too  great  an  abftraCtion  of  thought,. 
‘  too  fublimeandtoo  metaphyfical  a  {train, 

*  are  fuitable  to  very  few  auditories,  if  to* 
4  any  at  all.*  ‘  I  love  a  ferious  preacher, 

‘  who 

*  It  is  here  that  our  preachers  are  mod  defective.  Mbft 
of  their  fine  fermons  contain  only  philofophical  reafon- 
ings ;  fometimes  they  prepofteroufly  quote  tcripture  only 
for  the  fake  of  decency  and  ornament.  Their  fermons 
are  trains  of  fine  reafoning  about  religion,  but  they  are 
/  not: 
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*  who  fpeaks  for  my  fake,  and  not  for  h:> 
4  own,  why  feeks  my  lalvation,  and  not 
c  his  own  vain  glory.  He  bed  deferves  to? 
c  be  heard,  who  ufes  fpeech  only  to  clothe 
c  his  thoughts,  and  his  thoughts  only  to 
£  promote  truth  and  virtue.  Nothing  is* 
6  more  defpicable  than  a  profeffed  de- 
i  claimer,  who  retails  his  difeourfes  as 
4  quack  does  his  medicines/ 

9,  Endeavour  to  affeCt  your  own  mind* 
with  what  you  deliver;  and  then  you 
will  not  fail  to  affeCEthe  minds  of  your 
hearers.  There mu  ft.  be  a  life  end  power 
in  your  delivery,  to  keep  up  the  attention 
and  fix  the  affe&ion  of  thofe ■;  who  hear 
you  ;  ‘Tor  artificial  eloquence,  without  a 
flame  within,  is  like  artificial  poetry;  all 
its  productions  are  forced  and  unnatural, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  rediculous/' — “It* 
is  faid  of  John  the  Bdptijl ,  that  he  was  a 
burning  and  fhining  light,  ardere  prius 
[ft-,  lucere  poftcr ius ;  ardor  mentis,  ejl  lux 
doftrince?  It  is  a  .hard,  matter  to  affeCt 
others  with  what  we  are  not  firft  affeCied 
ourfelves/*  10.  When 

not  religion  itfelf.  We  apply  ourfelves  too  much  to  the. 
drawing  of  moral  characters,  and  inveighing  againft  the 
general  diforders  of  mankind;  but  we  do  not  fufficiently 
explain  the  precepts  and  principles  of  the  gofpcl.  Can-, 
hr. ay. 
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10.  When  you  are  called  to  touch  up¬ 
on  controverly,  which  you  fhould  avoid 
as  much  as  poffible  in  the  pulpit,  be  can¬ 
did,  clear,  fhort,  and  conviCtive.  Be  fure 
that  your  arguments  are  folid,  clear,  and 
ftrong  ;  and  your  anfwers  at  leafl:  as  clear 
as  the  objections  ;  for,  if  thefe  be  plain, 
and  thofe  perplexed,  you  will  but  con¬ 
firm  the  errour  you  mean  to  confute* 
Avoid  all  needlefs  cenfures9  efpecially  of 
perfons  by  name.  When  a  cenforious 
fpirit  is  kindled  by  the  preacher,  nothing 
will  fooner  be  catched  by  the  hearers  1 
and  that  unhadwed  flame  will  quickly 
be  propigated  far  and  wide.  Dark  de¬ 
bates  in  divinity  are  like  racks,  not  only 
fteep  and  craggy,  but  barren  and  fruits 
lefs,  and  not  worth  the  pains  of  climbing 
to  the  top ;  and  what  influence  they  have 
on  the  fpirits  of  men,  is  commonly  a  bad 
one.  It  is  fcarce  to  be  imagined  what 
harm  thefe  theological  fubtilies  do  us. 
As  fpirits  extrafted  from  bodies,  are  al¬ 
ways  hot,  heady,  and  inflamatory.  So  di¬ 
vine  truths  fubtilized  and  too  much  fub- 
limated,  heat,  intoxicate,  and  difcompofe 
the  minds  of  men,  fire  their  tempers,  and 
kindle  very  hurtful  and  unruly  paffions. 
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to  the  difturbance  of  their  own  peace  and 
that  of  others. 

11.  Let  your  great  aim  in  every  fer- 
mon  be  to  pleafe  God  and  profit  your  peo¬ 
ple,  to  do  them  good  rather  than  gain  their 
applaufe.  Do  not  covet  a  reputation  for 
eloquence  ;  it  will  turn  you  off  from, 
higher  views.  Befides  an  exceflive  defire 
of  popularity  and  fame  will  fubje£l  you; 
to  many  fecret  vexations.  As  well  may. 
you  expert  the  fea  to  be  undifturbed,  as 
the  mind  of  an  ambitious  man  ta  be  long 
free  from  difquietu-dfc. 

Lajlly.  Endeavour  to  get  the  great  prin¬ 
ciples, of  chriftianity  wrought  into  your 
own  heart ;  and  let  them  fhine  in  your 
temper  and  converfation.  4  Minifters 

*  have  one  great  advantage  beyond  all  the 
‘  reft  of  the  world  in  this  refpetl,  that 
4  whereas  the  particular  callings  of  other 
4  men  prove  to  them  great  diftraChoru, 

*  and  lay  many  temptations  in  their  way 
4  to  divert  them  from  minding  their  high 
4  and  holy  calling  of  feeing  chriftians,  k 

/  O  ^  O 

1  is  quite  other  wile  with  the  clergy  :  the 
€  more  they  follow  their  proper  callings, 

4  they  do  the  more  certainly  advance  their 
* -genera!  one,;  the  better  priefts  they  are* 

4  they 
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*  they  become  alfo  the  better  chriflians. 
4  Every  part  of  their  calling,  when  well 

*  performed,  raifes  good  thoughts,  and 
‘'brings  good  ideas  into  their  minds,  and 

o  u 

4  tends  both  to  increafe  their  knowledge 
‘  and  quicken  their  fenfe  of  divine  matters/ 
Cicero ,  Quintilian,  and  Horace ,  all  made 
virtue  a  necelfary  qualification  in  a  com¬ 
plete  orator/*  I  am  fure  it  is  fo  in  a 
chriftian  preacher.  It  is  required  of  a 
prefbyter  that  he'  he  hlarnelefs.  When  a 
preacher  has  the  great  do£trines  which  he 
teaches  wrought  into  his  temper,  and  he 
feels  the  inflyfejtic.e  of  them  on  his  own 
fpirit,  he  will  reap  from  thence  thefe  three 
great  advantages  in  his  public  miniftra- 
tions — He  will  then  fpeak  from  his  own 
experience — He  will  with  g  re  ate  on  fi  deuce 
and  affurance  direct  andcounfel  others — 
He  will  more  readily  gain  belief  to  ,what 

.  y  o 

fie  fays.  Without  this  experimental  fenfe 

of 

*  Qu<e,  fc.  eloqentia,  quo  major  eft,  probitate  jungen- 
da,  lummaque  prudemia ;  quarum  virtu  turn  expertibus  ft 
dicetidi  copiam  tradiderimus,  non  eos  quidem  oratores 
cflicerimus,  fed  furentibus  quaedam  arma  dederimus  Cic. 

Sit  orgo  nobis  orator,  quem  inftituimus,  is  qui  a  M. 
Cicerone  finitur.  Vir  bonus  dicendi  peritus  ;  idioque 
non  dieendi  modo  eximiam  in  eo  facultatcm,  fed  omnes 
•inimi  virtutes  exigimus.  0 uint.il . 

Scnbendi  rcfle  fapere  eft  et  ^rincipiuai  et  fans.  I  he. 
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of  religion  in  the  heart,  and  a  fteady  prac¬ 
tice  of  it  in  the  life,  all  the  learning  in  the 

p 

world  will  not  make  a  perfon,  either  a 
wife  man,  a  good  chriftian,  or  a  faithful 
minifter.*  And  to  induce  him  to  a  wife 
circumfpeftion  in  his  conduEt,  he  fhould 
"often  confider  the  influence  his  own  ex*- 
ample  will  have  upon  his  people^for  whom 
he  mu  ft  live,  as  well  as  for  himfclf  ;  and 
who  will  think  themfelves  very  juftifiable 
if  they  indulge  to  no  other  liberties  than 
fuch  as  they  fee  their  minifter  take  himfelf.  t 
Before  I  clofe  this  chapter,  let  me  add 
one  thing  more,  namely —  That  a  min- 
ifter,  both  with  regard  to  his  conduEt  and 
preaching,  fhould  take  care  not  to  be 
too  much  affeEted  with  common  fame. 
Though  he  is  not  to  be  abfo'lutely  indif¬ 
ferent  to  the  applaufes  and  cenfhres  of 
others,  yet  he  Should  arm  himfelf  againft 
the  bad  influene  of  both.  He  muft  ex¬ 
pect  to  pafs  through  good  report  and  evil 

report ; 

*  Aliud  enixn  eft  fcire,  alind  fapere.  Sapiens  eft,  qui 
niidicit  non  omnia,  fed  ea  quae  ad  veram  felicitatem  per¬ 
tinent;  et  iis  quae  didicit  afficitur,  ac  transfiguratus  eft. 
Zraf.  Ecrtef. 

r  A  bifhop  had  need  be  fober  and  vigilant,  and  have 
all  his  eves  about  him,  who  lives  not  only  for  himfelf, 
for  to  great  a  multitude  of  people#  Cnfoftonu 
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report  i  and  both  are  apt  to  make  hurtful 
impreffions  on  weak,  unftable  minds — As 
to  evil  report  a  Jloic  will  tell  you,  that,  in 
confidence  of  your  innocence,  you  ought 
ablolutely  to  delpifeboth  it  audits  author. 

I  think  Chryfoftoms  advice  is  more  fuit- 
ed  to  the  character  of  a  chriftian  minifter* 
**  As  for  groundlefs  and  unreasonable  ac~ 
cufations,  fays  he,forfuch  a  chriftian  bifh- 
^>p  mu  ft  expeCt  to  meet  with,  it  is  not 
right  either  exceffively  to  fear  them,  or  ab¬ 
solutely  defpife  them.  He  Ihould  rather 
endeavour  to  ftifle  them,  though  they  be 
ever  lo  falfe,  and  the  author  of  them 
ever  fo  despicable  ;  for  both  a  good  and 
bad  report  is  greatly  increafed  by  palling 
through  the  hands  of  the  multitude,  who 
are  not  accuftomed  to  examine,  but  to 
blab  out  every  thing  they  'hear,  whether 
true  or  falfe.  Therefore  we  are  not  to  de¬ 
fpife  them,  but  to  nip  thole  evil  furmifes 
in  the  bud,  fpeak  friendly  to  thofe  who 
raife  them ;  be  their  characters  ever  fo  bad, 
and  omit  nothing  that  may  remove  their 
wrong  impreffions  of  us.  And  if  after  all 
they  perlift  to  deiame  us?we  may  then  de¬ 
fpife  them.” 


a 
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Of  the  duties  immediately  previous  tothejwork 


of  the  pulpit. 


O  prepare  you  for  this  fervice, 


the  following  dire&ions  may  be  ufeful. 

I.  Before  you  enter  on  the  public  wor¬ 
ship  of  God  in  his  houfe,  befure  to  apply 
yourfelf  to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  a  di¬ 
vine  bleffing  on  your  labours.  It  was  a 
ufual  faying  of  Mr.  Luther ,  Bene  orajfe:eft 
bene  ftuduijfe And,  in  thefe  your  pre¬ 
vious  devotions,  fee  that  your  heart  be  ve¬ 
ry  fmcere  and  fervent.  You  muft  pray 
for  yourfelf,  and  pray  for  your  people. 

i.  You  muft  pray  for  yourfelf - that 

God  would  help  you  to  bring  your  own 

fpirit  into  a  frame  fuitable  to  the  work 

you 

*  Sub  horum  condoms  ecctefiafles  det  fe  profunds  dc- 
precationi,  et  ab  eo  puftulet  fapientiam,  linguam,  et  oia 
tionis  eventam,  qui  linguas  infantium  .acit  1  er  as. 
crcdibile  diftu  quantum  lucis,  quantum  vigons,  quantum 
rofeoris  ^dacritatis-binc  accedat  ecciefiai 
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you  are  about  to  undertake  that  the 
word  you  deliver  may  affect  your  own 
heart,  or  that  you  may  firfl  feel  the  holy 
flame  you  would  communicate  to  otneis 
that  a  door  of  utterance  may  be  opened  to 
you*  and  that  you  may  fpeak  as  becomes 

the  oracles  of  God - that  he  would  direft 

you  to  fpeak  to  the  confciences  and  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  of  your,  hearers,  or  that 
what  you  deliver,  may  be  a  word  in 
feafon— and  that  he  would  efpecially 


affift  you  in  prayer,  and  give  you  thefpir-- 
it  of  grace  and  f application • 

2.  You  are  to  pray  for  your  people — ■ 
that  their  attentions  may  be  engaged  both, 
to  the  evidence  and  importance  of  the 
things  they  are  to  hear — that  God  would 
open  their  hearts  to  give  them  a  fair  and 
candid  reception,  and  that  no  bad  preju¬ 
dice  may  prevent  the  good  efFe£t  of 
the  word — that  the  grace  of  God  may  co¬ 
operate  with  his  appointed  means,  to  fet 
home  divine  truths  with  power  on  their 
confciences — that  they  be  able  to  retain 

the  good  feed  that  is  fown- - that  it  may 

bring  forth  its  proper  fruit  in  their  future 
lives — and  finally,  that  their  prayers  for 
you,  and  behaviour  towards  you,  may 

{trengthen 
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lire ngthen  your  hands, and  make  you  more 
lerviceable  to  their  fouls. 

II.  Let  your  mind  and  countenance  be 
very  compofed  and  lerious,  andyour  gef- 
ture  grave  and  decent.  To  this  end,  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  your  fpirit  into  a  reli¬ 
gious  and  devout  frame,  before  you  come 
into  the  Houfe  of  God.  Attend  to  the  re¬ 
al  importance  of  the  work  you  are  called 
to,  both  when  you  are  the  mouth  of  God 
to  tiie  people, and  when  you  are  the  mouth 
or  the  people  to  God.  Avoid  thofe  ob¬ 
jects,  and  avertthole  thoughts,  which  tend 
to  difcompofe  your  mind,  or  indifpofe  it 
for  the  facred  fervice  you  are  going  to  en¬ 
gage  in.  Clear  your  heart  of  all  vain  and 
worldly  cares,  and  efpecially  of  all  vexa¬ 
tious  and  difturbing  thoughts  before  you 
enter  on  the  public  fervice  of  God.  En¬ 
deavour  to  attain  a  fpiritual,  holy,  and 
heavenly  frame  of  mind  by  previous  pray¬ 
er,  reading,  and  devout  meditation.  It 
will  render  your  facred  work  both  more 
agreeable  and  eafy  to  yourfelf,and  more 
beneficial  to  your  hearers,  if  you  endea¬ 
vour  to  carry  into  the  houfe  of  God  that 
ferious  temper  of  mind,  which  you  defire 
they  fhould  carry  out  of  it* 

III.  Before 
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III.  Before  you  enter  on  your  work* 
take  time  to  premeditate  and  recollefl  fome 
of  the  mo  ft  weighty,  pertinent,  and  im¬ 
portant  fentiments  and  expreffions  you 
may  have  occafion  for  either  in  prayer  or 
preaching.  This  will  be  efpecially  ne- 
ceffary,  if  you  give  any  thing  in  charge  to 
the  memory ;  that  you  may  not  be  at  a 
lofs  for  thofe  fentiments  when  they  are  to 
be  produced  in  their  proper  place.  The 
mind  fhould  be  well  feafoned  .  with  the 
difcourfe  before  it  be  delivered.  It  is  not 
enough  to  be  mafter  of  your  notes,  but 
you  muft  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  your  fub- 
je£l.  Call  in  every  thing  that  is  proper 
to  improve  it,  and  to  raife  and  animate 
your  mind  in  the  contemplation  of  it. 

IV.  Affefl  your  mind  with  the  con  fid- 
eration  of  the  folemnity  and  importance 
of  the  bufinefs  you  are  going  about  ;  and 
how  much,  may  depend  on  a  faithful  exe~ 
cution  of  it.  Few  men  had  ever  more 
natural  courage  than  Mr.  Luther ,  and  yet 
he  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that  even  to  the 
lateft  part  of  his  life,  he  never  could  con¬ 
quer  his  fear  when  he  mounted  the  pul¬ 
pit.  And  St.  Chryfojlom  ufed  to  fay, that 
that  fcripture,  They  watch  for  your  fouls,  as  % 

, G  2  thofe 
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thofe  that  muft  give  an  account.  Heb.  xiii.17* 
flruck  his  mind  with  conftant  awe. 

Lajily .  Keep  up  a  felf  command,  and 
a  becoming  prefence  of  mind  ;  and  get  a- 
bove  a  low  fervile  fear  of  men.  If  you  are 
mailer  of  your  fubjeft,  and  come  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  fuitable  materials  for  their  re¬ 
ligious  improvement,  and  produce  plain 
fcripture  and  reafon  for  what  you  advance, 
you  have  no  caufe  to  fear  either  the  critic 
or  the  cenfor  ;  but  may  with  modefty  con¬ 
clude,  that  you  are  at  leall  as  good  a  judge 
of  the  fubjeft  you  have  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  underhand  and  digeft,  as  they  are 
who  perhaps  never  gave  it  fo  precife  ox 
extenfive  a  confederation. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  pulpit  elocution . 

X-J NDER  this  phrafe,  I  comprife 
the  language ,  pronunciation ,  and  attion, 
that  are  moft  becoming  the  pulpit. 

I.  The  language.  This  mud  be  plain* 
proper,  pure,  concife  and  nervous. 

1.  Let  your  language  be  plain  or  per- 
Ipicuous.*  It  is  a  naufeous  afFeftation 
to  be  fond  of  hard  words,  or  to  introduce 
terms  of  art  and  learning  into  a  difeourfe 
addreffed  to  a  mixed  aflembly  of  plain,  il¬ 
literate  chriflians.  The  ridicule  of  it  will 
appear,  by  fuppofing  you  were  to  talk  to 
them  in  that  manner  in  common  converfa- 
tion.  They  who  do  not  underhand  you* 
will  difiike  you  ;  and  they  who  do,  will 
fee  the  affe&ation,  and  deipife  you. 

2.  Let 

*  Prima  eft  eloquential,  virtus  perfpicuitas ;  et  quoquif. 
que  ingenio  minus  valet,  hoc  fe  magis  attoilere  et  dilatars 
eonatur  :  ut  ftatura  breves  in  digitos  eriguntur*  et  piur.a 
infixmi  minantur.  Quintilian , 
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2.  Let  your  words  be  well  chofen,, 
proper, and  expreffive  ;  fuch  as  your  hear* 
ers  not  only  underftand,  but  fuch  as  are 
mod  fit  to  convey  the  fentiments  you 
mean. 

3.  Aim  at  a  purity  of  language.  To, 

this  end,  diverfify  your  ftyle,  as  far  as 
it  is  confiftent  with  perfpicuity  and  pro¬ 
priety  ;  and  avoid  the  frequent  and  near 
repetition  of  the  fame  word,  unlefs  it  be 
very  emphatical,  and  the  reiteration  rhe¬ 
torical - Shun  all  harih  and  jingling 

founds — Have  an  eye  to  an  eafy  cadence 
at  the  clofe  of  yaur  periods,  and  conclude 
as  often  as  you  can  with  an  emphatical 
word — Avoid  dubious  and  equivocal  ex« 
preffions,  or  fuch  as  leave  the  fenfe  inde¬ 
terminate— and  all  low,  vulgar,,  and  bar¬ 
barous  words— -Let  your  phrafe  be  like 
your  drefs  ;  decent,  unaffefted,  and  free 
from  gaudy  and  ftudied  ornaments — ^and, . 
in  fine,  let  all  your  art  be,  to  imitate  na¬ 
ture." 

4.  A  concife  ftyle  very  well  becomes 
the  pulpit ;  becaufe  long  periods  convey 
not  the  fenfe  either  with  fo  much  eafe,  or 
force ;  efpecially  to  uncultivated  minds ; 
but  affeQ;  not  to  fpeak  in  proverbs.  A\ 

fhort 
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flier t  fententious  flyle,  if  it  be  expreflive, 
full, and  clear,  will  be  always  ftrong  and 
univerfally  agreeable. 

5.  Aim  at  a  itriking,  nervous  fiyle,  ra¬ 
ther  than  a  diffufe,  flowing  one  ;  and  let 
the  mod  emphatical  words  convey  the 
fublimefl  thoughts;  and  if  there  be  a  glow 
in  the  fentiment,  it  will  feldom  fail  to 
flune  in  the  expreffion. 

II,  The  pronunciation. 

3.  Let  this  be  q  aite  free,  natural  and 
eafy.  li  The  whole  art  of  good  oratory*' 
con  fills  in  obferving  what  nature  does, 
when  unconftrained.  You  fhould  ad- 
drefs  yourfelf  to  an  audience,  in  fucli  a 
modeft,  refpeftful,  and  engaging  manner, 
that  each  of  them  fhould  think  you  are 
fpeaking  to  him  in  particular/1  Every 
fort  of  affe£led  tone  is  to  be  carefully  a- 
voided.  Suppofe  your  whole  auditory 
to  be  but  one  perfon,  and  that  you  were 
fpeaking  to  him  in  your  own  parlour. 
k  And  let  the  nature  of  your  fubjed  direft 
the  modulation  of  your  voice.  Be  cool  in 
tne  rational,  eafy  in  the  familiar,  earneft 
in  the  perfuafive,and  warm  in  the  path ei% 
ical  part  of  your  difeourfe.  Every  paf- 
lion  requires  a  pronunciation  proper  to 

2.  Let 
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2.  Let  the  xroice  be  always  diftinfl  and 
deliberate  ;  and  give  every  word  its  full 
found.  Attend  to  your  own  voice.  If 
it  be  not  ftrong,  full,  and  dear  to  your- 
felf,  you  may  be  fare  it  is  not  fo  to  many 
of  the  audience.  And  to  help  your  voice, 
addrefs  yourfelf  chiefly  to  the  remote!! 
part  of  the  affembly,  and:  then  they  who 
are  nearer  will  hear  plainly  enough— Let 
your  pronunciation  be  very  deliberate. 
You  will  be  in  little  danger  of  fpeaking 
too  flow,  provided  your  voice  and  adion 
and  the  weight  of  the  fentiment  keep  up 
your  hearers'  attention. 

3.  Affed  not  to  move  the  paflions  by 
a  loud,  clamorous  voice.  This  is  not 
powerful  preaching  ;  and  argues  no  ex¬ 
cellence  in  the  preacher,  but  the  ftrengh 
of  his  lungs.  It  is  unfeemly  in  a.  chrif- 
tian  minifter  to  imitate  the  priefts  of  Del- 
fihos,  who  delivered  their  oracles  with 
rage  and  foaming.  This  noify,  bluftering 
manner  fhocks  a  delicate  hearer,  and  de¬ 
grades  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit.  To  be  a 
Boanerges ,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  become  a 
Stentor .  However, 

4.  Let  your  voice  be  always  lively  and 
awakening;  though  at  fometimes  itfliould 
be  more  animated  than  others.  5,  Now 
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5.  Now  and  then  a  fudden  change 
from  a  higher  to  a  lower  key,  when  fome- 
thing  remarkable  occurs,  will  wonderfully 
catch  tile  attention.  This  is  what  Qiuntil - 
ian  calls  Ars  varianii ,  which,  when  well 
timed,  is  not  only  graceful  in  itfelf,  but 
pleafing  to  the  ear,  and  gives  no  fmall  re-* 
lief  to  the  preacher 

6.  Repeat  iometimes  the  moil  remark- 
able  fentences  with  a  free,  decent,  ealy 
manner. 

7.  Make  a  paufe  after  fome  important 
thought.  Thefe  paufes,  efpecially  near 
the  clofe  of  a  difcoUrfe,  will  have  a  very 
good  effeft  ;  not  only  as  they  render  the 
lervice  mote  folemn,  but  give  both  your** 
felf  and  your  hearers  time  to  compofe 
and  recollefil ;  and  'mightily  awaken  their 
attention  to  what  follows  ;  which  iliould 
therefore  be  always  fornething  worthy  of 
it.  “  There  are  fomc  occafions,  where 
an  orator  might  beft  expirefs  his  thoughts 
by  filence  ;  for  if  being  full  of  fome  great 
fentiment  he  continue  immoveable  for  a 
moment,  this  fttrprifing  paufe  will  keep 

the 

*  Arsporro  variandi,  cum  gratiam  prxbet,  ac  renovas 
aures,  turn  dicentem  ipfa  laboris  uautauone  reScit, 

tUiaiu 
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the  minds  of  the  audience  in  fufpenfe, 
and  exp  refs  an  emotion  too  big  for  words 
to  utter." — In  a  word,  as  Quintilian  ob- 
ferves,  the  great  art  of  elocution,  is  no 
more  than  a  proper  and  natural  modula¬ 
tion  and  variation  of  the  voice,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  fubjed.* 

III.  The  adion.  This  muft  always  be 
adapted  to  the  pronunciation,  as  that  to 
the  paffions.  Here  two  extremes  are  to 
be  avoided,  viz.  too  much,  and  two  little 
adion. 

i.  Let  not  your  adion  be  too  much* 
* ‘  We  have  fome  at  home  that  outdo  the 
Trench ,  and  invent  new  ways  of  an  apifh 
and  uncouth  deportment.  One  is  ready 
every  moment  to  throw  himfelf  out  of  the 
pulpit,  and  the  people  that  fit  below  him 
are  in  continual  fear  that  he  will  be  in 
good  earneft.  Another  reckons  up  all 
the  heads  and  particulars  on  the  tips  of 
his  fingers,  winch  he  expofes  to  the  gazing 
people.  Others  by  odd  and  fantaftic  gef- 
tures  of  the  like  nature  delight  to  give  the 

o  o 

auditors  diverfion,  and  make  good  the 
primitive  ufe  of  the  word  pulpit,  which 

was 

*  Secundum  ratione®  rernm,  de  qul|>us  dicimus,  c«n* 
Ibrraanda  Quintil, 
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was  the  higher  part  of  the  ftage  where  the 
players  and  comedians  afted.  But  our 
ferious  preacher  abhors  all  of  this  kind. 

and  never  affefts  to  be  theatrical.”. - 

To  be  more  particular — Your  action, 
fhould  not  be  perpetual.  The  body  or 
any  part  of  it  muft  notbe  in  conftant  mo¬ 
tion.  As  the  preacher  Ihould  not  be,  like 
the  trunk  of  a  tree,  always  immovable  ; 
fo  neither,  like  the  boughs  of  it,  in  con¬ 
tinual  agitation. - Nor  muff  the  motion 

of  the  body  be  uniform  and  unvaried.  A 
Heady  vibrative  fwing  of  the  body  from 
the  right  to  the  left,  like  the  pendulum, 
ol  a  clock,  is  very  unnatural  and  faulty. 
“  As  there  is  a  monotony  in  the  voice  : 
fo  there  is  a  uniformity  in  the  geflure, 
that  is  no  lefs  naufeous  and  unnatural, 
and  equally  contrary  to  the  good  e  fie  ft 
that  one  might  expeft  from  decent  a&ion.”' 
— Again,  your  aflion  fhould  not  be- 
mimical.  1  he  hands  fhould  feldom  flir, 
unlefs  when  fome  paflion  is  to  be  expref- 
ied,  or  dome  weighty  fentiment  pointed 

out.- - Nor  too  violent ;  as  when  it 

exceeds  the  force  of  the  expreffion,  and 
the  dignity  of  the  fentiment.  A  fault  we 
often  fee  in  company  among  perfons  of  a 

warm 
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warm,  impetuous  temper. — Mor  theatri¬ 
cal,  pompous,  and  affedted.  This  be¬ 
comes  neither  the  dignity  of  the  pulpit, 
nor  the  lolemnity  of  the  work.  The  chief 
adtion  fhould  be  1.  in  the  eyes  ;  which 
Ihould  be  commanding,  quick,  and  pierc¬ 
ing  ;  not  confined  to  your  notes, but  gent¬ 
ly  turning  to  every  part  of  your  audi¬ 
ence,  with  a  modeft,  graceful  refpedt.  2. 
The  head  ;  which  fhould  always  regular¬ 
ly  turn  with  the  eyes.  3.  The  hands. 
The  right  hand  fhould  have  almoft  all 
the  adtion  ;  at  leaft  the  left  hand  is  never 
to  be  ufed  alone.  4.  The  upper  part  of 
the  body ;  itfhouldalways  correspond  with 
the  motion  of  the  eyes,  head,  and  hands ; 
and  fliould  be  for  the  mo  ft  part  erect. 
Avoid  a  lazy  lolling  on  the  cufhing,  on 
which  your  elbows  fhould  rarely  reft, 
and  when  they  do,  that  is,  when  you  make 
a  con fider able  paufe,  let  it  be  with  an 
eafy,  graceful  attitude.  In  a  word,  let 
all  your  pulpit  actions  be  natural,  free, 
decent,  and  eafy  ;  which,  by  freque 
practice  and  a  careful  obfervation  of  thei*. 
rules,  will  be  loon  attained. 

2.  The  other  extreme,  to  be  avoided,  is 

too  little  a  diion.  To  ft  and  like  a  ftatue, 

ft  iff 
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Hiff  and  motionlefs,  when  you  are  fpeak- 
ing  to  your  people  of  the  fnoft  momen¬ 
tous  and  affedting  things,  is  as  unnatural 
and  difagreeable,  as  a  let,  uniform  tone 
in  pronunciation  ;  and  looks  as  if  you 
were  not  inf  earned  jyourfelf,  and  cared 
not  whether  your  people  were  fo.  How 
fingularly  would  this  appear,  if  you  were 
talking  to  a  friend  in  private  on  any  par¬ 
ticular  affair,  that  very  much  concerned 
him,  and  to  which  you  defire  to  excite  his 
moft  earned:  attention.  How  will  your 
hearers  be  able  to  keep  from  fleeping,  if 
they  fee  you  are  fcarce  awake  yourfeif  ? 
Into  this  extreme  the  Englijh  preachers 
are  moft  apt  to  fall,  as  the  French  into 
the  former.  But  after  all  let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  the  end  of  a  decent,  juft,  and 
lively  pronunciation  and  adtion,  is  onlv 
to  excite  and  fix  the  attention  of  your 
hearers.  Let  your  chief  care  be  (till  di¬ 
re  died  to  f  the  propriety  and  importance 
of  your  fentiment,  and 'the  dignity  of  your 
fubjedt ;  for  it  will  never  fail  to  difguft 
your  hearers,  if  you  roufe  their  attention 
by  a  folemnity  of  voice  and  action,  and 
then  put  them  off  with  fomething  low, 
trite,  or  unaffedting. 

CHAP. 
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Of  Prayer . 


2. 

n , 

H  E  next  moft  confiderable 
part  of  the  paftoral  office  is  prayer  ;  which 
is  commonly  divided  into  the  Grace  and 
Gift  of  prayer. 

I.  The  grace,  or  the  fpirit  ©f  prayer. 
This  fignifies  either  i.  praying  with  the 
heart  and  fpirit,  with  the  intent  engage¬ 
ment  of  all  the  mental  powers,  under- 
handing,  will,  and  affedfions.  Or  2*. 
with  the  exercife  of  thofe  chriftian  graces, 
which  are  proper  to  enkindle  a  devout 
fervour  of  mind  in  that  part  of  worfhip  ; 
fuch  as  humility,  felf  abafement,  faith,, 
love,  delight,  defire,  trufl  in  God,  hope 
and  heavenly  mindednefs.  Or  3.  un¬ 
der  the  particular  aid  and  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  who  helps  our  infirmities,, 
and  teaches  us  to  pray.  So  fays  the  apof- 
f-U,  We  know  not  tv  hat  to  pray  for  as  we 

ought , 
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might ,  hut  the  Jpirit  helpeth  our  infirmities , 
Rom.  viii.  26.  by  compofmg  our  fpirits, 
giving  us  a  greater  abftraftion  from  the 
world,  and  a  greater  elevation  of  heart, 
and  calling  into  lively  exercife  the  graces 

before  mentioned. - And  this  fpiritual 

prayer  may  be  entirely  mental,  without 
the  ufe  of  words  ;  and  it  is  this  fpirituali- 
ty  which  gives  to  our  prayers  all  their  ef- 
fe6i  and  power  ;  and  without  it  no  prayer, 
though  ever  lo  properly  compoled  or  de¬ 
cently  delivered,  will  be  acceptable  to 
God,  or  available  to  ourfelves ;  which 
therefore  we  fhould  frequently  and  earn- 
ettly  afle  at  the  throne  of  divine  grace. — 
But  it  is  the  other  kind  of  prayer  which  I 
am  at  prefent  more  particularly  to  confid- 
er,  viz. 

II.  The  gift  of  prayer;  or  an  ability  to 
perform  this  duty  extempore,  in  a  decent 
and  devout  manner,  publicly.  And  to 
this  purpole  three  things  are  required. 
1.  An  enlargement  of  the  mind.  2.  A 
regulation  or  arrangement  of  our  thoughts. 
3.  A  freedom  of  expreffion,  or  ready  ut¬ 
terance.  Thefe  will  take  in  the  matter, 
method,  and  manner  of  prayer. 

I.  An  enlargement  of  the  mind;  which 

II  2  takes* 
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takes  in  the  matter  of  prayer.  Whatever 
we  want,  or  defire,  or  know  we  ouoht  to- 
cwiiie,  mould  be  the  lubjefi  matter  of  our 
prayers.  In  order  to  an  enlargement  of 
mind  m  prayer,  and  a  lmtable  lupaly  of 
matter, 

_  We  mull  i.  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  hate  of  our  fouls  ;  and  attend  to  our 
Ipiritual  wants  and  weakneffes.  The 
%hiillian  s  own  heart  is  his  belt  prayer 
nook.  The  more  we  eonverfe  with  that, 
the  better  fhall  we  eonverfe  with  God.  It 
may  not  be  ami's  to  commit  to  writing- 
thofe  defeats  and  blemillies,  we  chieflw 
eblerve  in  our  characte  rs,  the  mercies  we 
have  received,  efpecially  any  particular 
mercies  we  have  received  by  prayer,  either 
deliverance  from  evil, diredion in  difficul¬ 
ties,  or  the  accomphfliment  of  a  defired 
end;  each  of  which  will  be  a  proper  fub- 
je6l  either  of  petition,  confeffion,  or 

thanklgiving. - 2.  When  you  addrefs- 

yourfelf  to  the  facred  work,  fee  that  the 
mind  be  free,  compofed,  and  ferious.  Its 
conceptions  and  apprehenfions  will  then 
be  more  ready,  and  proper  thoughts  will 

more  freely  occur. - 3.  Polfefs  your 

saind  with  an  awful  reverence  of  the  Di¬ 
vine 
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vine  Majefty,  whom  you  addrefs  as  the 

heart  fearchingGod. - 4.  Let  your  ex- 

preffions  be  very  deliberate  and  folemn, 
that  tin  m  nd  may  have  time  not  only  to 
conceive,  but  to  regulate  and  contemplate 

its  conceptions. - 5.  Daily  ftudy  the 

word  of  God,  with  this  view  in  particular, 
that  you  may  be  the  better  fupplicd  with 

materials  for  devotion.' - 6.  Endeavour 

after  a  comprehenlive  view  of  things.  Let 
the  mind  take  a  wide  fcope  ;  and  let  it 
freely  run  on  thofe  fubjects  that  moft  af- 
£e6l  it. — — 7.  Let  practical  divinity,  and 
a  right  difpontion  of  heart  towards  God, 
be  your  principal  care  and  ftudy.- — — - 
8.  Take  fome  time  to  premeditate  and  rec- 
olle£l  the  chief  topics  of  prayer,  and 
commit  fome  few  well  chofen  expreffions 
and  fentences  to  memory. — Laftly.  Let 
the  fubjeft  you  have  preached  upon,  and 
efpecially  thofe  you  have  found  your 
mind  moft  warmly  effefted  with,  and  fome 
of  the  moft  linking  fentiments  and  ex¬ 
preffions  in  them,  be  wrought  into  the 
compofition  of  your  future  prayers,  rang¬ 
ed  under  their  proper  heads.  This  in 
time  will  greatly  enrich  your  magazine 
materials  for  prayer;  and  lead  you 
■  3  '  proper 
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proper  thoughts  and  words  on  the  mofi 
important  occafions. 

II.  W e  fhould  not  only  aim  at  a  com- 
prehenfion,  but  obferve  a  method,  in 
prayer.  The  ufual  method  is  1,  Invoca¬ 
tion;  wherein  we  are  to  make  a  foleum 
mention  of  fome  of  the  divine  attri¬ 
butes.  Nor  Ihould  this  be  always  confined 
to  the  beginning  of  prayer.  It  may  very 
properly  be  repeated  by  way  of  preface 
to  fome  of  the  principal  petitions  we  put 
up  to  God  ;  which,  when  pronounced 
with  ferioufnefs  and  reverence,  will  have 
a  good  effeft  to  awaken  the  devotion 
of  the  heart.  But  always  remember 
to  invoke  the  Almighty  under  thofe  at¬ 
tributes  and  perfections,  which  are  mofi 
fuitable  to  the  bleffings  you  afle  of  him  ; 
that  is,  when  we  pray  for  an  acceffion 
of  divine  knowledge  and  wifdom,  the  ad- 
drefs  may  be  in  this  form — “  O  Father 

*  and  Fountain  of  light,  in  whom  there  is 
c  no  darknefs  at  all,  who  giveft  to  man 
c  the  wifdom  he  afketh  of  thee,  we  beleech 

*  thee  to  difperfe  the  darknefs  of  our 
c  minds,  fhineinto  our  hearts,  and  liberally 

*  bellow  upon  us  that  wifdom  which  thou 

*  know  eft  we  want/'  2.  Confelhon  of  firr. 

The 
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The  tranfition  of  this  part  of  prayer  will 
be  natural  and  eafy,  by  taking  particular 

notice  of  thofe  moral  perfeftions  of  the 
divine  nature,  in  which  we  ourfelves  are 
moll  defe£live  ;  for  example —  The  right- 

eoufnefs  and  holinefs  of  God,  as  thus - 

6  O  holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almigh- 
c  ty,  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
*  iniquity  wherewith  fhali  we,  thine  unholy 
4  creatures  prefume  to  appear  before  thee, 
c  or  lift  up  our  eyes  or  thoughts  to  heav«. 
*en  which  our  iniquities  have  reached  be- 
‘  fore  them  !  "  In  public  prayer,  letthefe 
eonfeffions  be  general.  In  private,  par¬ 
ticularize  as  your  own  confcioufnefs  of 
guilt  fuggefts.  3.  Petition.  The  connex¬ 
ion  here  may  be  properly  made  by  the 
mention  of  the  divine  mercies,  or  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  Chrift's  mediatorfhip,  and 
the  promrfe  of  pardon  and  grace  to  peni¬ 
tent  finners  ;  and  moll  properly  begins 
with  petition  for  pardon ;  then,  for  a 
more  perfebt  renovation  ;  after  which  pro¬ 
ceed  to  beg  for  other  fpiritual  bleffings  ;  as 
more  light  and  knowledge,  more  love  to 
God,  more  faith  and  hope,  more  ftrength 
againft  temptation  and  fm,  more  purity 
and  heavenly  mindednefs,.  more  indiffer¬ 
ence 
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€iice  to  the  world,  &c.  rhen  proceed  to 
temporal  bleffings.  4.  Particular  inter- 
ccffions,  Thefe  it  will  be  bell  to  p  reconi - 
pole  ;  and  commit  to  memory  the  expref- 
fioiis  anci  pnrafes  that  are  moft  proper  to 
be  ufed  on  particular  occahons.  But  let 
the  phraie  and  xubjeft  be  often  varied, 
that  it  may  not  appear  to  be  a  form ;  and 
in  all  your  prayers,  on  any  particular  or 
fpecial  occahons  there  is  great  need  of 
much  premeditation.  Laftly — Thanks¬ 
giving.  The  fob] eels  of  thefe  are  either 
general  or  particular ;  and  as  various  as 
our  mercies. 

This  part  of  prayer  may  perhaps  come 
in  more  properly  after  invocation ;  and 
the  tranfition,  from  thence  to  confejjion 
may  be  made  by  the  mention  of  our  un- 
worthinefs  of  divine  bleffings. 

Befides  this  general  method,  it  would 
be  proper  to  preferve  in  your  mind  a  par¬ 
ticular  method  of  the  feveral  bleffings  you 
are  to  pray  for,  the  fins  you  confefs,  and 
the  mercies  you  commemorate.  Let  thefe 
be  laid  up  in  the  mind,  in  order  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  in  their  proper  places. - But  do 

not  tie  yourfelf  down  to  the  invariable  ufe 
any  method,  whether  general  or  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular ;  for  a  too  clofe  application  of  the 
mind  to  the  method  or  expreflion  of  pray¬ 
er  is  apt  to  obftru6t  the  devout  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  heart.  Befides  this  will  make 
the  prayer  appear  too  formal,  artificial, 
and  ftudied,  and  bring  a  drowfinefs  on 
the  minds  of  thofe,  whofe  devotion  you 
are  called  to  excite  and  lead ;  who  are 
never  more  pleafed  and  edified  in  this 
part  of  worfhip,  than  when  they  obferve 
us  to  be  affefited  with  our  own  prayers. 
A  heart  infpired  with  warm  devotion  will 
not  be  confined  to  exa£t  method  ;  and  a 
lively  turn  of  thought,  and  a  ftrong,  fur- 
prifing  fentiment,  uttered  in  its  due  place, 
will  ftrike  the  minds  of  our  fellow  won 
fhipers  io  ftrongly,  that  they  will  not  at¬ 
tend  to  the  want  of  method,  or  if  they  do, 
will  readily  excufe  it.  Enlarge  moftly 
on  that  part  of  prayer,  with  which  you 
find  your  own  mind  molt  affected ;  and 
let  not  any  occafional  deviations  from 
your  propofed  method  interrupt  the  fer¬ 
vent  workings  of  your  fpirit.  It  is  good 
however  to  be  mafter  of  a  regular  fyftem 
of  materials,  and  of  pertinent  expreffions 
under  each  head,  which  may  ferve  inftead 
of  a  form,  but  Hill  to  be  uttered  in  the 

mofl 
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moft  folermi  and  reverend  manner,  when 
the  powers  of  the  mind  happen  to  be 
heavy,  inactive,  or  oppreffed  by  the  pref¬ 
ence  of  others,  at  a  time  we  are  called  to 
the  performance  of  this  duty. 

3.  Next  to  the  matter  and  method,  we 
fhould  have  a  regard  to  the  manner  of 
prayer.  This  refpedts  1.  the  gefture  of 
the  body;  which  fhould  be  always  decent, 
grave,  and  humble,  and  expreffive  of  the 
reverence  of  the  heart;  as  folding  the 
hands,  or  putting  the  open  palms  togeth¬ 
er,  fometimes  ereft,  fometimes  declining 
with  the  body  ;  fometimes  lifted  up  with 
the  eyes,  according  as  the  pious  or  hum¬ 
ble  motions  of  the  heart  direft.  Let  the 
eyes  be  moftly  clofed,  or  if  open,  fleadily 
fixed  ;  for  nothing  is  more  indecent  than 
for  the  eyes  to  wander  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty. — 2.  The  pronunciation.  Let 
this  be  flow,  Solemn,  grave,  diflinft,  and 
ferious. — Let  not  your  words  flow  fafler 
than  your  thoughts  ;  that  the  latter  may 
have  time  to  be  maturely  conceived  and 
well  expreiTed  ;  by  which  means,  one 
thought  will  more  naturally  rife  out  of 
another,  and  be  in  readinefs  to  be  produ¬ 
ced  whdfi  the  other  is  uttering.  And 

when 
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■when  the  conceptions  are  thus  beforehand 
with  the  expreffions,  the  mind  will  be  free, 
"compofedand  ferious  ;  and  have  time  to 
feel  the  weight  of  its  own  thoughts;  which 
will  be  a  great  help  to  the  true  fpirit  of 
prayer.  “Due  and  proper  paufes  and 
flops  will  give  the  hearer  time  to  conceive 
and  refleft  on  what  you  fpeak,  and  more 
heartily  to  join  with  you  ;  as  well  as  give 
you  leave  to  breathe,  and  make  the  work 
more  eafy  and  pleafant  to  yourfelf.  Be-* 
iides,  when  perfons  run  on  heedlefs  with 
an  inceffant  flow  of  words,  being  carried 
as  itwerein  a  violent  ftream,  without  rells 
or  paufes,  they  are  in  danger  of  uttering 
things  raflily  before  God ;  giving  no  tirnfe 
'at  all  to  their  own  meditation  ;  but  indulg¬ 
ing  their  tongue  to  run  fome times  too  fall 
for  t heir  own  thoughts,  as  well  as  for  the 
affections  of  fuchas  areprefent  with  them. 
All  this  arifes  from  the  hurry  of  the  tongue 
into  the  middle  of  a  fentence,  before  the 
mind  has  conceived  the  full  and  complete 
fenfe  of  it.” 

Avoid  the  extremes  of  a  too  low  and 
muttering  voice,  which  fome  ufe  ;  and  a 
clamorous,  ftrong,  noify  tone,  which  oth¬ 
ers  affeft;  as  if  they  expected  to  be  heard 
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for  their  loud  fpeaking  ;  or  as  if  the  de¬ 
votion  of  the  heart  confifted  in  a  ftrengtf 
or  the  lungs.  This  is  improperly  called 
powerful  praying,  and  will  be  very  dif- 

guftful  to  many. - 3.  The  expreffion, 

Here  let  the  following  rules  be  obferved. 

1  •  Let  your  language  be  plain,  but 
proper.  Avoid  all  low,  vulgar,  and  ob¬ 
solete  phrafes,butaffeQ;  not  an  elegant  or 
rhetorical  ftyle;  much  lefs  an  obfcureand 
myftical  one  ;  for  how  can  the  mind  feel 
the  weight  of  that  fentiment  it  does  not 
underhand  ? 

2.  Scriptural  expreffions,  if  happily 
chofen,  are  very  ornamental  in  prayer. — 
c‘It  would  be  of  excellent  ufe  to  improve 
us  in  the  gift  of  prayer,  if  in  our  daily 
reading  of  the  word  of  God,  we  did  ob- 
ferve  what  expreffions  were  fuited  to  the 
leveral  parts  of  this  duty  :  adoration, 
confeffion,  petition,  or  thankfgiving;  and 
let  them  be  wrought  into  ouraddreffes  to 
God  that  da yd* — And  to  be  furnifhed  with 
a  Copia  of  fcriptural  expreffions  to  be  ufed 
in  prayer, read  Henry’s  Method  of  Prayer , 
Bifirp  Wilkin  s  difcourfe  on  the  Gift  of 
Prayer  ;  or  Clofet  Devotions. 

But  here  let  the  two  following  cautions 
be  obferved.  1.  Let 
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1.  Let  not  your  prayer  be  all  in  fcrip- 
ture  words.  Some  conceive  a  prayer  of 
nothing  but  texts  of  fcripture  put  togeth¬ 
er  ;  which  prevents  the  mind  from  taking 
a  proper  fcope,  and  leaves  no  room  for 
the  invention,  or  the  utterance  of  pious 
thoughts. 

2.  Avoid  the  dark,myftical  expreffions 
of  fcripture  ;  which  you  have  reafon  to 
believe  the  greateflpartof  your  hearers  do 

not  comprehend  the  fenfe  of. - 4  4  If  we 

indulge  the  ufe  of  fuch  dark  fentences  in 
our  fpeaking  to  God,  we  might  as  welt 
pray  in  an  unknown  tongue,  which  was 
fo  much  difapproved  of  by  the  apoftle, 
1  Cor.  xiv.  9.  Let  not  the  pomp  and 
found  of  any  hard  Hebrew  names,  or  ob- 
fcure  phrafe  in  fcripture,  allure  us  to  be 
fond  of  them  in  focial  prayer,  even  though 
we  ourfelves  ftiould  know  the  meaning 
of  them,  left  we  confound  the  thoughts 
of  our  fellow  worfhipers/’ 

3.  If  you  have  not  the  faculty  of  cloth¬ 
ing  your  own  ideas  in  proper  and  perti¬ 
nent  words,  borrow  the  phrafes  and  ex¬ 
preffions  of  others  upon  the  fame  fubje/ft. 
Make  a  collection  of  them  from  the 
authors,  but  remember  to  pick  out  the  *  < 

which 
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which  come  nearefl  to  your  own-  phrafe- 
ology,  or  fuch  as  you  belt  approve,  and' 
would  wiffi  to  have  inreadinefs  when  you- 
are  {peaking  on  that  particular  fubjeft. 
And  when  you  are  furnifhed  with  a  {lore 
of  fuch  well  chofen  expreffions,  turn  them 
into  the  form  of  a  prayer,  and  commit 
*hem  to  memory  ;  which  expedient  will 
not  only  facilitate  your  expreffion, but  give  • 
room  for  farther  invention. — “It  is  ufual 
for  young  ftudents  to  be  very  careful  in: 
gathering  common  place  books.  It  would 
be  a  much  greater  advantage,  if  they  were 
as  diligent  to  colleft,  under  proper  refer¬ 
ences,  any  fuch  particular  matter,  or 
expreffions  in  prayer,  wherewith  at  any 
time  they  find  themfelves  to  be  more  ef- 
pecially  affefted.” 

4.  1 1  is  very  proper  and  requifite  that, 
your  prayer,  after  fermon,  be  formed  on, 
the  fubjeft  you  have  been  treating  of  ; 
Wherein  you  may  go  over  all  the  heads  of 
your  difcourfe,  and  touch  upon  the  moll 
important  fentiments,and  repeat  the  molt 
linking  expreffions  in  it.  But  as  themind 
will  be  then  fometimes  fatigued,  and  the 
powers  exhaufted  and  unfit  to  be  put  on 
the  new  labour  of  invention,  it  may  not 


Be  amifs  to  pen  downthe  lhort  concluding* 
prayer  verbatim,  tobe  repeated  memo viter ; 
but  without  confining  yourfelf  either  to 
theprecife  expreffions,  or  method  you  had' 
before  conceived,  if  the  mind  be  able  or 
difpofedto  enlarge. 

5.  Avoid  thole  phrafes  and  modes  of 
expreffion  which  you  know  to  be  difagree- 
able  or  difguflful  to  your  hearers;  and 
prefer  thofe  thatwillgive  the  lead  offence 
to  any  party  or  denomination  of  chriL 
tians. 

6.  Throw  your  prayer  out  of  a  form 
as  much  as  you  can,  by  varying  both  me¬ 
thod  and  phrafe,  and  by  a  frefh  fupply  of 
fentiments  and  expreffions;  which  will  be 
a  great  help  both  to  your  own  devotion, 
and  theirs,  who  join  with  you  in  this  part 
of  worffiip. 

7.  Let  your  prayers  as  well  as  your  fer- 
mons,  be  rather  too  ftiort  than  too  long. 

8.  Avoid  preaching  prayers.  44  Some 
perfons,  who  affeft  long  prayers,  are  great¬ 
ly  faulty  in  this  refpeft;  they  are  fpeaking 
to  the  people  and  teaching  them  the  doo 
trines  of  religion,  and  the  mind  and  will 
of  God,  rather  than  fpeaking  to  God  the 
defires  of  their  mind.  They  wander  away 
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from  God  to  fpeak  to  men.  But  this  is 
quite  contrary  to-  the  nature  of  prayer. 

Lajily.  Be  not  too  fond  of  a  nice  uni¬ 
formity  of  words,  nor  of  perpetual  diver- 
fity  of  expreffion  in  prayer.  64  We  fhould 
feek  indeed  to  be  furnifhed  with  a  rich 
variety  of  holy  language,  that  our  prayers 
may  always  have  fomething  new  and  en¬ 
tertaining  in  them  ;  and  not  tie  ourfelves 
to  exprefs  one  thing  always  in  one  fet  of 
words,  left  this  make  us  grow  formal  and 
dull,  and  indifferent  in  thofe  petitions. — 
But  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  are  guilty  of 
a  perpetual  affeftation  of  new  words, 
which  we  neverbeforeufed,weftiallfome- 
times  mifs  our  ownbeft  andmoft  fpiritual 
meaning,  and  many  times  be  driven  to 
great  impropriety  of  fpeech  ;  and  at  beft 
our  prayers  by  this  mean  will  look  like 
the  fruit  of  our  fancy,  and  invention,  and 
the  labour  of  the  head’,  more  than  the 
breathings  of  the  heart/' 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  few 
general  direflions  how  to  attain  and  im¬ 
prove  this  ufeful  gift. 

i.  Accuftom  yourfelf  to  a  ferious,  de¬ 
vout,  and  decent  difcharge  of  this  duty  ev¬ 
ery  day  in  private  ;  whereby  a  readinefs 
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of  conception  and  expreffion  will  be  foon~ 
er  acquired. 

2.  Spare  no  pains  to  gain  fo  excellent 
a  talent;  for  it  is  not  to  be  had,  efpecially 
by  fome,  without  much  application  ;  but 
it  is  worth  it  all.  And  there  are  few  things 
on  which  the  labour  of  one  ,who  is  a  ftu^ 
dent  for  the  facred  minifiry,  can  be  more 
ufefully  employed. 

3.  Often  pray  for  this  gift  of  prayer. 

4.  Endeavour  to  get  your  fpirit  deeply 
impreffed  with  the  great  things  of  religion* 
and  let  thofe  fentiments which  moft  affeft- 
ed  you  in  your  moft  ferious  frames,  be 
wrought  into  your  prayers. 

5.  Maintain  a  manly  prefence  of  mind, 
and  ufe  all  proper  means  to  conquer  that 
balhfulnefs  and  timidity  of  fpirit,  which 
young  perfons  are  fubjeft  to,  and  is  a 
great  hindrance  to  a  decent  difcharge  of 
this  duty. 

6.  Take  every  opportunity  you  can  to 
hear  others  pray,  and  imitate  them  in  eve¬ 
ry  thing  you  obferve  to  be  decent,  grace¬ 
ful,  and  excellent. 

Lajlly .  Vary  your  concluding  doxolo- 
gies  ;  and  that  you  may  herein  give  no 
offence  to  any,  it  may  be  proper  to  con¬ 
fine 
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fine  yourfelf  to  thofe  of  fcripture,  which? 
are  very  various,  and  fuch  as  follow. 

Heb.  xiii.  21 .—Through  jejus  Chrift ; 
to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever .  Amcn . 

Rom.  xvi.  25,  27. — Now  to  him  that  is- 
oj power  to  eftablijh  you  according  to  the  gof- 
°J  Jefus  Chrift.  To  God  only  wife,  be 
glory  through  Jejus  Chrijl for  ever.  Amen. 

Rom.  ix.  g.  Through  Jejus  Chrijl,  who 
is  over  all,  Gcd  bleffed  Jor  ever.  Amen . 

G;il.  i.  4,  g.  -Cl" ho  gave  himjelj for  our 
Jins,  that  he  might  deliver  us  f  rom  this prejent 
evil  world,  according  to  the  will  of  God  and 

cu?  ratlin  :  A  0  zvhom  hex  glory Jor  ever  and 
ever.  Amen . 

Ephef.  iii .  20,  21.- — Now  unto- him  who 
is  able  to  do  exceedi  ng  abundantly  above  all 
that  we  ajk  or  think ,  according  to  the  power 
that  workdk  in  us,  unto  him  be .  glory  in  the 
church  by  ,  Chrijl  jejus  throughout  all-age 
world  without  end.  Amen . 

1  Tim.  i.  1 7 . — Now  unto  the  king  eternal, 
immortal,  invijble ,  the  only  wife  God,  be  hon *- 
cur  ana  giory  Jor  ever  and'ever.  Amen. 

1  Pet.iv.  11.—: Through  jejus  Chrijl  to 
whom  be  praije  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ev& 
cr.  Amen.. 
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2  Pet.  iii.  18. — Through  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Chrijl ,  to  whom  be  glory  both 

now  and  for  ever .  Amen . 

Jude  ver.  24,  25. — Now  unto  him  that  is 
able  to  keep  usfrom falling,  and  to  prefent  us 
faultlefs  b  fore  the  pre fence  of  his  glory  with 
exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wifcGod  our  Saviour 
be  glory  and  majejly ,  dominion  and  power 9 
both  now  and  ever .  Amen* ... 

Rev.  i.  5,  6.- — Unto  him  who  loved  us, and 
wafhed us  from  ourjinsin  his  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  to  God  even 
his  Father :  To  him  be  glory- and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever,  Amcnm 

Rev.  v.  13. — Blejjing  and  honour ,  and 
glory  and  power  be, unto  him  that  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto,  the  Lamb  for  ever  and; 
ever,. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Concerning  the  adminijlration  of  the facra » 

ments. 

I.  OFBaptifm. 

€i  A  minifter  ought  to  inftra£i  his  peo* 
pie  frequently  in  the  nature  of  baptifm, 
that  they  may  not  go  about  it  merely  as  a 
ceremony,  as  it  is  too  vifible  the  greater 
part  do,  but  that  they  may  confider  it  as 
the  dedicating  their  children  to  God,  the 
offering  them  to  Chrift,  and  the  holding 
them  thereafter  as  his  ;  directing  their 
chief  care  about  them  to  the  breeding 
them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 

of  the  Lord. - In  the  adminiftration  of 

this  ordinance  it  is  belt  to  keep  to  the  o- 
riginal  inftitution  as  your  rule  and  guide. 
—The  moft  natural  method  to  be  ufed  in 
the  celebration  of  it,  feeins  to  be  this  : 

1.  Recite  the  express  words  of  the  in-* 
Ititution.  Matt,  xxviii.  28.  Then. 

2.  It  would  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fome- 
thing  in  vindication  of  thofe  two  pofitive 

itiftitutions 
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inftitutions  of  chriftianity,  Baptifm  and 
the  Lord' s  Supper  ;  and  tofliow  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  chrifiian  difpenfation  from 
its  hmplicity,and  that  it  is  not  encumber¬ 
ed  with  thole  numerous  external  ceremo¬ 
nies,  which  the  Jewilh  difpenfation  was. 

3.  Make  a  fhort  difcourfe  on  the  ordi¬ 
nance  as  a  facrament  of  the  chriftian 
church  ;  wherein  you  may  offer  feme  ufe- 
ful  remarks  on  the  practice  of  infant  pab- 
tifm  ;  then  add  fome  proper  obiei  vations 
relating  to  the  mode  and  manner  in  which 
the  ordinance  is  to  be  celebrated ;  laying 
this  down  as  an  undifputed  principle,  that 
in  the  manner  of  performing  divine  wor- 
Ihip  it  is  ; always  belt  and  lafeft  to  keep 
clofe  the  divine  rule;  fo  as  net  her  to  go 
beyond,  nor  fall  fhort  of  it  ;  for  in  the 
former  cafe,  we  know  not  whether  human 
and  arbitrary  additions  will  be  approved 
of  God  ;  but  this  we  are  (lire  of,  he  will 
never  condemn  us  for  not  aoing  what  he 
never  commanded  ;  and  therefore  the  fign 
of  the  crofs  may  be  fafely  omitted,  as  no 
where  enjoined  by  God  himfelf ,  and  as 
to  the  latter  cafe,  that  is,  negletting  any 
part  of  cur  rule,  or  thofe  inffrufitions  iie 
hath  given  us  for  the  directory  of  our  w br¬ 
ill  ip 
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ifliip,  this  muft  certainly  be  criminal,  anci 
^derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  divine  in> 
ftitutor.  But  where  the  circumflance  or 
mode  of  any  religious  a£tion  is  left  unde¬ 
termined  in  the  form  and  words  of  the 
inftitution  that  which  is  molt  decent  and 
convenient  is  to  be  preferred.  Hence 
Sprinkling  or  wafhing  the  face  of  the  bap¬ 
tized  perfon  gently  with  the  hand, is  to  be 
preferred  to  plunging  the  body  all  over  in 
water  ;  becaufe  the  former  is  more  fafe 
and  decent,  and  the  latter  no  where  com¬ 
manded  as  the  Handing  univerfal  mode 
of  baptizing. 

4.  Be  more  particular  in  explaining 
She  nature,  end,  and  delign  of  this  ordi¬ 
nance,  and  in  opening  the  typical  part  of 
it.  Here  you  may  bring  in  the  doftrine 
of  fan£lification,  and  the  purifying  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  holy  Spirit  figured  by  the 
water  in  baptifm,  and  the  relation  this 
*chriftian  inftitution  has  to  the  baptizing 
of  profelytes,  and  to  the  Jewilh  ordinance 
of  circumcifion. 

5.  You  may  then  briefly  open  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  prefent  duty  of  the  parents  ; 
in  giving  up  their  child  to  God,  and  what 
4 s  implied  therein,,  viz.  their  defire  that 
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it  ftiould  be  received  into  the  church  of 
Chfift,  and  brought  up  in  the  chriftian 
faith.  And  be  very  particular  in  your 
itddrefs  to  the  parents  of  the  infant  which 
is  to  be  baptized;  p  re  fling  upon  them  the 
importance  of  their  charge,  and  the  care 
they  are  to  take  in  the  education  of  their 
child  ;  efpecially  in  reference  to  its  fpirit- 
ual  and  eternal  concerns.  But  this  mav 
be  either  before,  or  after  the  ceremonial 
part  of  the  ordinance  is  performed. 

6.  Proceed  then  to  alk  a  blefling  upon 
the  ordinance  ;  and  pray  for  the  infant  in 
particular. 

7.  1  hen  take  the  infant,  and  waffling  it 
gently  with  water,  baptize  it  in  the  name 

of  the  Father,  and  o  f  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  '  J 

ihen,  lafily,  if  the  exhortation  to  the 
parents  do  not  come  in  here,  but  was  ad~ 
d refled  to  them  before,  conclude  with  the 
thank! giving  prayer  and  the  benediction- 

II-  Of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s 
flapper. 

4. 1 

1.  Or  the  method  of  performing  it. 

2,  Of  taking  in  communicants. 

,1*  Of  the  method  of  performing  it. _ _ 

f  he  mod  regular  method  feems  to  be  this, 

K  1 ,  Make 
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4.  Make  a  fhort  preparatory  difeourfe, 
tending  to  open  the  nature  and  defign  of 
this  facrament,  and  the  neceffity  and  im¬ 
portance  of  its  intention;  or  to  excite 
iome  devout  affe£tions  in  the  minds  of  the 
communicants,  efpeciaJly  relating  to  the 
love  of  Chnft,  the  defign  of  his  death  and 
lufferings,  and  the  neceffity  of  a  frequent 
Commemoration  thereof  in  this  facred  in- 
flitufcion.  But  let  the  addrefsbe  very  fe- 
rious,  and  very  folemn.— Then  2.  read 
diftin£ily  the  words  of  the  inftitution.— ■ 
Then  3.  folemnly  pray  for  the  divine 
blefling  and  prefence;  give  thanks  to  God 
for  the  inftitution  of  the  vifible  fymbols 
to  affedt  your  mind,  and  affift  your  faith ; 
and  earnellly  pray  that  the  great  end  of 
this  facred  folemnity  may  be  vifibly  an- 
fwered in  everyone  of  the  communicants, 
and  be  manifefted  in  their  growing  love 

to  the  Redeemer,  and  more  Heady  attach- 

*  * 

ment  to  his  gofpel,  as  their  only  rule  of 
faith  and  life. — Then  4.  break  the  facra- 
mental  bread,  and  diftribute  either  per- 
fonally,  or  by  the  hands  of  the  deacons. 
To  affift  the  devotion  of  the  communi¬ 
cants,  it  is  the  cuftom  of  fomeminiftersto 
pronounce  now  and  then  fomeferious  and 

weighty 
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weighty  fentences  relative  to  the  love  and 
fufferings  of  Chrift,  or  the  benefits  of  his 
death.  But  this  is  difufed  by  others  un¬ 
der  an  apprehenfion  that,mfteadof  quick  - 
ening  the  devotion  of  our  fellow  worfhip- 
ers,  it  may  interrupt  it,  by  diverting  the 
courfe  of  their  own  meditations. — 5.  Af¬ 
ter  the  diftribution  of  the  bread,  make  a 
fhort  prayertobeg  the  continuance  of  the 
divine  prefence  and  blefiing,and  that  God 
would  gracioufly  forgive  the  infirmities  of 
our  worfhip  ;  and  give  thanks  for  the  ele¬ 
ment  you  are  about  to  partake  of,  and 
pray  that  it  may  anfwer  the  defign  in¬ 
tended  by  it ;  which  is  all  that  proteftants 
mean  by  the  confecration  of  the  elements. 
But  it  is  the  cuftom  with  fome  to  pray 
for  a  blefiingon  both  the  elements,  in  one 
Angle  prayer, — 6.  Then  follows  the  dif¬ 
tribution  of  the  cup  in  the  manner  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.  In  fome  churches  it  is  the 
cuftom  for  the  minifter  to  partake  of  the 
elements  lafhand  in  others  firft  ;  fpeaking, 
with  an  audible  voice,  thefe  or  fome  fuch 
words,  In  obedience  to  Chrifl/s  com¬ 
mand,  and  in  remembrance  of  him,  I  take 
and  eat  this  bread,  as  the  -memorial  of  his 
body  which  was  broken  for  fin/*  And  fo 
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in  panakmg  of  the  cup,  “I  take  and 
drmk  this  cup,  &c.”—  After  the  diftribu- 
lion  of  the  elements,  the  minifter  fome- 
times  makes  a  ftiort  exhortation  to  the 
people,  relating  to  the  nature  of  their  fa- 
cramental  obligations,  and  exhortinerthem 
to  be  faithful  thereunto. — After  which  a 
colle^ion  is  made  for  the  poor  by  the  dea¬ 
con  from  pew  to  pew,  or  at  the  door  when 

the  congregation  breaks  up. - 7.  Then 

follows  a  fuitable  hymn  or  pfalm. — Lajlly. 
Conclude  with  a  fhort  thajikfgiving  pray¬ 
er.  In  order  to  furnifh  your  mind  with 
fuitable  matter  for  your  facramental  ex¬ 
hortations,  and  prayers,  it  is  requifite  to 
read  fome  proper  devotiofiai  treatife  on 
this  ordinance,  before  you  enter  on  the 

celebration,  of  it. 

II.  The  method  of  admitting  commu¬ 
nicants  to  the  Load's  table.  This  is  dif¬ 
ferent  in  different  churches.  For  direction 
in  this  affair  thefe  general  rules  may  be 
of  fervice. 

1 .  As  every  particular  church  is  a  feleCt 
religious  fociety,  every  member  of  it  has 
a  right  to  he  fatisfied  of  the  character  and 
qualification  of  every  new  member  thatis 
admitted  into  it.  This  is  plain  from  the 

very 
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very  nature  and  defign  of  fuch  a  fociety, 
and  neceffary  to  preferve  the  purity  and 
difcipline  of  the  church. 

2.  That  the  qualifications  required  in 
the  candidates,  fhould  be  no  other  than 
what  wre  have  plain  warrant  from  fcrip- 
ture  to  demand,  and  fuch  as  are  neceffary 
to  preferve  purity  and  difcipline  ;  for 
herein,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  Chrif- 
tian  difcipline  and  church  government, 
we  are  ftrictly  to  adhere  to  lcripture  as 
our  rule,  fo  far  as  it  affords  us  any  direc¬ 
tion  in  this  matter.  And  therefore  to  re¬ 
quire  that  the  fpiritual  experiences  of  the 
candidate  be  publicly  declared  by  himfelf, 
or  read  by  another,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
church,  before  he  is  buffered  to  commu¬ 
nicate  with  them,  which  is  the  pra&ice  m 
forne  proteftant  diffenting  congregations, 
is  not  only  unneceffary,  but  unwarranta¬ 
ble,  and  often  attended  with  very  bad  ef¬ 
fects;  it  is  unneceffary,  becaufe  it  is  found 
not  to  anfwer  the  end  principally  defigned, 
the  greater  purity  of  the  church ;  it  is  un¬ 
warrantable,  becaufe  we  have  no  ftiadow 
of  a  precept  or  precedent  for  it  in  fcrip- 
ture,  or  primitive  antiquity  ;  and  the  bad 
confequences  of  it,  are  1.  It  bars  the  way 

K  a  to 
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to  this  ordinance,  difcourages  meek,  hum* 
ble,  and  modeft  perfons  from  propofing 
them  [elves  to  the  communion  whilft  it  is 
cafily  acceffible  to  men  of  bold,  forward, 
and  confident  tempers.  2.  It  is  a  temp¬ 
tation  to  tne  candidates  to  declare  more 
than  they  have  really  experienced, left  the 
church  fhouJd  rejefi  them  ;  or  to  defcribe 
the  animal  paffions  as  divine  influences, 
and  the  workings  of  the  imagination  as 
the  opeiationsof  the  Spirit,  which  young 
and  unexperienced  Chriftians  are  too  apt 
to  do.  3.  It  fuppofes  and  countenances 
fome  very  miftaken  principles,  viz.  that 
none  have  a  right  to  this  ordinance  but 
thole  hofe  hearts  are  really  converted  ; 
nor  even  they,  until  they  are  fenfible  of 
this,  and  are  able  to  make  others  fenfible 
of  it,  by  defcribing  the  time,  means, man¬ 
ner  and  efFefts  of  that  converfion.  4.  It 
attributes  a  power  to  the  church,  which 
they  have  no  right  to,  viz.  of  judging  the 
hearts  of  others  ;  and  that  by  a  very  pre¬ 
carious  rule,  viz.  from  what  they  fay  of 
themfelves.  For  if  they  judge  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  charafler,  life,  and  couverlation  of 
the  candidate,  wltich  is  a  much  better  rule, 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  a  public  declara¬ 
tion 
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tion  of  his  experience.  It  likewife  implies 
a  power  in  the  church  of  excluding  from 
this  ordinance  all  that  cannot  produce 
fuch  evidence  of  their  real  converfion  as 
will  fatisfy  every  member  of  the  church. 
Upon  what  foundation  fo  extraordinary  a 
claim  is  built  it  is  hard  to  fay.  Lajlly* 
This  praftice  tends  to  make  the  members 
thus  admitted,  too  carelefs  and  confident 
after  their  admiffion ;  for  when  they  have 
the  teftimony  of  the  whole  church  con¬ 
curring  with  their  own  ftrong  imagination 
thatthey  are  true  converted  chriftians5and 
look  upon  the  fins  they  commit  after  this 
only  as  the  weakneifes  of  God's  children, 
they  are  in  great  danger  of  being,  betray¬ 
ed  into  a  falfe  and  fatal  peace.  Therefore, 

3.  A  creditable  profeffion,  and  un- 
blemifhed  charafiler  and  converfation  may 
be  deemed  as  a  necelfary,  and  fufficient 
qualification  for  the  holy  communion. 
This  is,  neceffary,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
difcipline,  and  preferve  the  purity  of  the 
church  ;  and  it  is  fufficient,  becaule  we  do 
not  find  that  our  facred,  rule  requires  any 
thing  farther.  And 

4.  As  foon  as  the  members  of  the 
church  are  fatisfied  of  this  general  quali¬ 


fication 
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fication  of  the  candidate,  they  have  no 
right  to  refufe  their  affent  to  hi$  admiffion; 

5*  Provided  they  have  this  fatisfaction, 
it  is  not  material  by  what  means  they  re¬ 
ceive  it.  Sometimes  the  elders  of  the 
church  are  deputed  to  confer  privately 
with  the  candidate,  and  inquire  into  his 
knowledge  of  the  defign  and  nature  of 
this  ordinance  ;  and  whether  his  views  and 
ends  in  defiring  to  join  in  it  be  fincere 
and  right,* - Sometimes  this  is  left  en¬ 

tirely  to  the  minifter,  who fe  bufinefs  it 
more  properly  is ;  who,  if  he  be  fatisfied 
in  thofe  points,  acquaints  the  church  of  it 
at  the  next  enfuing  facrament ;  and  there¬ 
upon  declares,  that  if  any  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  prefent  do  not  fignify  to  him,  before 
the  next  facrament,any  objections  agamft 
the  candidate's  admiffion,  he  will  then, 
by  their  confent,  be  admitted  to  the  ordi¬ 
nance,  as  a  member  of  that  church.  In 
other  churches,  members  are  admitted  by 
the  minifter  only,  without  any  notice  giv¬ 
en  to  the  church,  till  the  very  time  of 
their  admiffion  ;  nor  even  then  are  they 
apprized  of  it  any  other  way,  than  by  a 
few  petitions  in  the  minifter's  prayer  par- 
}  ^  in  behalf  of  the  new  admitted 
member,  Laftly. 
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Laftly.  The  church  has  an  undoubted 
right  to  'expel  irregular  and  unworthy 
members.  This  is  generally  done  at  firft 
by  fufpenfion ;  when  the  minifter  inti¬ 
mates  his  defire,  and  that  of  the  church, 
to  the  delinquent  member,  that  he  would 
refrain  from  coming  to  the  facrament, 
till  he  hears  farther  from  him ;  which  is 
generally  fufficient,  without  the  folemni- 
ty  of  a  formal  and  public  expulfion. 
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A  H I S  is  a  very  arduous  and  del¬ 
icate  office,  and  efpecially  in  fome  cir- 
cumftances  ;  and  a  different  mefchodof ad- 
drefs  and  conduft  is  requifite  according  to 
the  different  charatters  of  the  perfonsyou 
Tifit. 

It  will  therefore  be  proper, 

I.  To  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to 
he  obferved,  in  order  to  a  right  execution 
of  this  part  of  your  duty. 

II.  To  fpecify  fome  particular  cafes. 

I.  To  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to 

be  obferved,  in  order  to  a  right  execution 
of  this  part  of  your  duty. 

1.  A  previous  preparation  for  it  is  very 
proper;  by  confidering  what  kind  of  ad- 
drefs  will  be  mofi  neceffary  and  fuitable 
to  the  perfon  you  vifit.  It  is  fomething 
ftrange,as  a  late  judicious  divine  well  ob- 
ferves,  that  minifters  who  take  fo  much 

,  pains 
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pains  to  prepare  for  the  work  of  the  pul¬ 
pit,  fhould  generally  take  lo  little,  to  pre- 
pare  for  this,  which  is  one  of  the  mod  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  mod  important  offices  in  the 
niiniftry. 

2.  It  would  be  advife able  to  have  in 
readinefs  a  good  ftore  of  feriptureexprefh 
fions,  adapted  to  the  fupport  and  comfort 
of  the  affiifted ;  which  may  be  eafily  col- 
ledted  from  the  common  place  book  to 
the  bible;  and,  out  ol  thefe,  chufe  fuch  as 
are  mod  applicable  to  the  cale  of  your 
friend, 

o.  Adapt  yourfelf  to  his  tafte  and  mu 
derftanding,  as  well  as  to  the  circumftan- 
cesof  his  cafe  ;  by  mailing  iuch  obferva- 
t-ions,  and  ufmg  fuch  expreffions  as  you 
know  are  mod  familiar  and  agreeable  to 
him  :  But  take  care  to  explain  the  phrafes 
you  make  ufe  of,  if  you  have  reafon  to 
think  he  does  not  underhand  them. 

4.  Let  your  deportment  and  addrefs  be 
very  free,  friendly,  clofe,  tender,  and  com- 
paffionate. 

5.  Place  yourfelf  in  the  condition  of 
the  perfon  before  you,  and  confider  in 
what  manner  vou  wiffi  a  minifter  or  friend 
to  behave  to  you  in  thofe  circumftances. 

6.  Whilft 
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6.  Whilft  you  are  tender,  be  fure  to 
be  faithful ;  and  have  refpect  to  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  your  confcience  afterwards. 
Remember  that  you  are  a  minifter  of  the 
gofpel,  and  mult  not  facrifice  thecaufe  of 
truth  and  godlinefs  to  a  falfc  ihame  or 
tendernefs. 

Laftly.  Let  your  prayer  for  the  {ick 
perfon  be  ftiort,  but  very  ferious  and  fol- 
emn,  and  adapted  as  much  as  may  be  to 
the  ftate  of  his  ioul,  and  the  danger  of 
his  difeafe.  In  all  which  offices  there  is 
great  need  of  much  piety,  fidelity,  and 
wifdom.  ’  t 

II.  Let  us  now  confider  how  a  minif¬ 
ter  ought  to  behave  in  his  vifitation  of  the 
fick,  under  lome  particular  circumftances. 
And, 

I.  If  you  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  affiifled  perfon  youvifitis  areal  good 
chriilian,  your  work  will  not  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  ;  it  may  be  pleafantandufeful;  and 
you  may  poffibly  receive  more  advantage 
from  him,  than  he  does  from  you.  For 
a  chriitian's  graces  are  at  fucha  time  com¬ 
monly  moll  lively,  and  the  tongue  very 
faithful  to  the  fentiments  of  the  heart;  fo 
that  you  will  prefently  fee  what  it  is  that 

lies 
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lies  moll  upon  his  mind.  And  as  your 
prefent  bulinefs  will  be  toadminiftercon- 
folation  and  folve  his  doubts , 

Your  topics  of  confolation  may  be  taken 

1.  From  his  paft  experience.  Direfl  him 

to  look  back  to  the  goodnefs  of  God  to 
him,  and  the  fenfible  experience  he  has 
had  of  the  divine  love  and  prefence.  Bid 
Jrim  think  of  what  God  has  done  for  his 
foul,  and  thence  draw  David’ sc onclufion, 
Becauje  the  Lord  has  been  my  help ,  — 

2.  Refer  his  thoughts  to  the  paternal  char¬ 
acter.  And  bid  him  think  of  the  com¬ 
panions  of  a  father  to  a  weak  and  help- 
lefs  child. — 3.  Open  the  inexhauftible 
ftores  of  the  divine  mercy  in  the  gofpeL 
— "4-  Infill  on  the  mighty  efficacy  of  the 
Redeemer  s  blood.— 5.  The  genuine  marks 
of  a  true  faith  and  fincere  repentance.— 
Lajily.  Endeavour  to  affeft  his  mind  with 
a  lively  apprehenlion  of  the  heavenly  glo¬ 
ry,  to  which  he  will  ffiortly  be  received. 

And  as  to  his  doubts ,  tell  him,  1.  That 
he  is  not  a  proper  judge  in  his  own  cafe, 
under  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  his  powers; 
that  the  iownefsof  his  animal  fpiritscauf- 
es  to  look  too  much  upon  the  dark 
lide,  and  to  fee  every  thing  through  a 
wrong  medium  ;  that  he  has  no  reafon  to 

T  r*  r  t—s 
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iufpedt  his  cafe  tobeworfenow  than  it  was 
when  he  had  better  hopes  concerning  it. — 

2.  That  the  beft  of  men  have  had  their 
doubts,  that  if  it  be  tjiefign  of  a  weak  faith, 
it  is  however  the  fign  of  fome  true  faith. — 

3.  That  it  is  much  fafer  to  be  doubtful 
than  over  confident. — 4.  That  however 
variable  be  our  frame,  God's  regards  for 
his  own  children  are  unchangeable. --5. Bid 
him  examine  his  doubts  to  the  bottom,  and 
trace  them  up  to  the  true  fource;  andper- 
haps  they  may  appear  to  arife  from  the  a- 
gency  of  Satan,  who  delights  to  difturb 
the  tranquility  of  thofe  he  cannot  deftroy.— 
6.  Afk  him,  if  he  has  any  hopes,  and 
whether  he  would  part  with  the  little 
hope  he  has,  for  the  greateft  treafures  on 
earth.  Bid  him  examine  the  foundation 
ot  thofe  hopes,  as  wcdlas  that  of  his  fears; 
forhe  cap  never  iudoe  aright  Till  lie  looks 

Jo  o 

on  both  hdes.  And  often  times  a  chrif- 
tian  s  weak  hope  has  a  better  foundation 
than  his  ftrongeft  fears.  But, 

CJ  7 

II.  Is  the  charafter  of  the  fickperfonyou 
vifit  doubtful  ?  your  bufincfs  is  more  diffi¬ 
cult,  your  addrefs mufl be  more  cautious. 

If  there  be  no  apparent  danger  of  death, 
1.  Endeavour  to  give  him  juft  notions  of 
a  particular  providence:  that  though  men 

'  >'  do 
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do  not  fo  often  attend  to  it  as  they  ought, 
vet  moll  certain  it  is,  both  from  lciipture 
and  reafon,  that  whatever  befals  every  in¬ 
dividual  man  on  earth  is  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  diretlionof  providence.  And  as 
to  this  affliction  in  particular  perfuade 
him  to  regard  and  confider  it  as  the  hand 
of  God.— -Then  2.  difcourfe  on  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodnelsof  Godin  fending  thelc 
occafional  rebukes  of  his  providence  ; 
which,  whatever  we  think,  are  fent  forthe 
belt  ends.  Affli&ions  are  the  phyfic  of 
the  foul,  defigned  to  purify  and  purge  it. 
— 3.  Under  this  view  of  things  prefs  up¬ 
on  him  the  exercile  of  patience,  fubmif- 
fxon,  and  a  total  resignation  to  the  divine 
will ;  and  di  re  ft  him  to  look  upon  the 
prelent  difpenlation,  though  grievous,  as 
fent  in  mercy  to  him,  and  as  what  may 
hereafter  produce  the  moft  excellent  ef¬ 
fects — 4.  Tell  him,  that  in  thebeftof  men 
there  are  fms  and  follies  fufficient  to  juf- 
tify  the  fevereft  difpenfations  of  God’s 
providence  ;  that  many  good  chriflians 
have  fuffered  worfe  ;  and  what  reafon  he 
has  to  be  thankful  that  his  cafe  is  not 
more  calamitous. — 5.  Remind  him  of  the 
many  mercies  mixed  with  the  prefent  af¬ 
fliction. — 6.  If  it  fnould  pleafe  God  to 

reftore 
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re  (lore  him,  exhort  him  faithfully  to  con¬ 
cur  with  the  defign  of  this  vifitation,  by 
hisconftant  endeavour  to  amend  what  his 
conscience  now  fmites  him  for. 

But  if  there  be  apparent  fymptoms  of 

approaching  death,  exhort  him  i.  fenouf- 
Jy  to  review  his  pall  life,  to  call  to  mind 
the  moil  remarkable  tranfgreffions  of  it 
for  which  he  ihould  now  greatly  humble 
his  foul  beiore  God,  and  fincerely  renew 
is  lepentance. — And  that  his  repentance 
may  be  fincere  and  unfeigned.  2.  Endea¬ 
vour  to  make  him  fenfibie  of  the  evil  and 
guilt  of  fin  from  its  contrariety  to  the  ho¬ 
ly  nature  of  God,  and  the  inevitable  ruin 
it  expofes  the  foul  unto— 3.  When  he  is 
thus  humble  and  penitent,,  revive  him 
with  the  confalations  of  the  gofpel ;  the 
amazing  compaffion  andgoodnefs  of  God 
to  a  world  of  finners,  in  fending  his  Son 
to  redeem  them  by  his  death  ;  and  the 
merits  of  the  Redeemer’s  bufferings,  whole 
blood  cleanfes  from  all  fin. — Then  4.  o.- 
pen  to  him  in  a  plain  and  eafymannerthe 
gofpel  method  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
anct  the  only  terms  of  pardon  there  pro- 
poled,  viz.  Repentance,  faith,  and  a  holy 
hre.  And  tell  him  particularly,  that  fav- 
ing  faitlr  in  Chrift:  does  not  confift  in  a 

confident 
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confident  perfuafion,that  he  died  for  him 
in  particular,  but  in  the  lively  exercil'e  of 
love  to  him,  a  defire  to  ferve  and  pleafe 
him,  and  a  humble  dependance  on  his  me¬ 
rits  for  juftification  and  pardon. — 5.  In  a 
deep  felf  abhorrence  for  his  fins,  and  in 
fuch  a  lively  faith  in  Chrift.  Advife  him 
to  call  upon  the  Father  of  mercies  for  par¬ 
don  through  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son.- — 6.  Re¬ 
mind  him  to  fettle  his  affairs  in  this  world, 
as  well  as  he  can;  and  then  think  riomore 
of  it  for  ever.  And  lajlly, Leave  with  him 
feme  fuitable  text  of  fcripture  which  you 
apprehend  mo  ft  applicable  to  the  ftate  of 
his  foul.  But, 

III.  If  the  fick  man  you  vifit  has  been 
notorioufly  wicked,  and  appears  ignorant, 
infenfible,  and  hardened,  your  bufmeis 
then  is  the  moft  difficult  of  all. 

To  make  any  right  impreffion  on  fuch 
a  one,  you  muft  1 .  Pray  to  God  before  - 
handthat  you  may  be  enabled  to  fayfome- 
thing  that  is  fuitable  to  his  cafe,  which 
may  be  a  mean  of  awakening  him  to  a 
proper  fenfe  of  his  danger — And  then 
2.  When  you  come  into  his  room,  ap¬ 
pear  deeply  affetled  with  his  cafe.  Let 
him  fee  that  you  are  more  concerned  for 
him,  than  he  is  for  himfelf ;  that  you  are 

L  2  more 
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more  fenfible  of  his  danger  than  he  is  of 
his  own— Then  3.  In  order  to  bring  him 

to  ra  ProPer  ^enfe  of  his  ftate  and  danger, 
put  iome  eiofe  queftions  to  him  relating 
to  the  holy  and  righteous  nature  of  God : 

ls“?n‘te  hatred  of  fin ;  theabfolute  im- 
po.libiiity  of  being  happy  hereafter  but 
in  his  favour ;  the  certainty  of  a  future 
judgment,  when  God  will  render  to  every 
one  according  to  his  works ;  and  the  unfpeak- 
able  importance  of  the  foul’s  beina  fafe 
for  eternity.— Then  4.  Beg  of  him^not  to 
deceive  himfelf  with  vain  hopes  ;  but  be 
willing  to  fee  the  truth  of  his  cafe,  as  it  is 
leprefented  to  him  in  the  unerring  word 
of  God,  however  dangerous  or  dreadful 
it  may  appear  to  him  •  for  whilft  he  fhuts 
his  eyes  againft  the  danger, there  is  no  pof- 

iibility  of  efcaping  it. - 5.  If  his  dillem- 

per  is  like  to  be  fatal,  let  him  know  it ; 
and  that  all  that  can  be  done  to  efcape 
everlafting  mifery,  muft  immediately  be 
done  s  that  theie  is  as  yet  fome  hope 
though  it  be  but  fmall,  that  this  poffibly 
may  be  done  ;  that  on  this  moment  de¬ 
pends  his  future  condition  for  ever  :  And 
beg  him  not  to  lofe  this  laftand  only  call 

he  has  for  eternity. - 6.  If  his  con- 

fcience  by  thefe  means  be  awakened,  and 

you 
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you  obferve  fome  genuine  relentings  of 
heart,  take  that  occafion  to  affift  its  work¬ 
ings,  to  enforce  its  reproofs  and  urge  its 
eonvi&ions,  until  you  fee  fomething  like 

a  true  penitential  remorfe - Then  7. 

Earneftly  pray  with  him,  and  for  him  •. 
that  God  would  continue  to  give  him  a 
juft  fenfe  of  his  fm  and  danger,  and  that 
his  grace  and  fpirit  may  carry  on  thofe 
conviftionsuntiltheyiffueina  real  change 

of  heart.- - Then  8.  Take  your  leave  of 

him  in  a  tender  and  affeflionate  manner, 
not  without  giving  him  fome  hope  that  if 
the  fame  fenfible  and  penitent  frame  con¬ 
tinue,  there  may  be  mercy  in  referve  for 
him.  But  beg  of  him  whilft  he  has  the  ufe 
of  his  reafon  not  to  omit  any  opportunity 
of  crying  mightily  to  God  for  mercy 
through  the  merits  of  Jefus  Chrift  his 

Son. - 9.  In  your  next  vifit,  which 

fhould  be  foon  after  this,  if  you  find 
him  penitent,  exhort  him  to  glorify  God 
by  making  an  ample  confeflion  of  his  fins 
in  private,  with  all  the  jr  heinous  aggrava¬ 
tions,  and  not  to  be  afraid  to  fee  the  werft 
of  himfelf;and  if  he  has  in  any  matter  in¬ 
jured  or  defrauded  others,  you  muft  infill 
upon  it,  as  a  mark  of  true  repentance, that 
he  immediately  make  reftitution  or  fatis- 

fa£tion; 
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faction,  if  it  be  in  his  power. — Lajily.  If 
his  penitential  forrow  ftill  continue,  and 
you  have  leafon  ^o  believe  him  lincere, 
you  may  begin  to  adminifter  the  confo- 
lationsof  the  gofpel,  and’ addrefs  him  as 
youhave  been  dire&ed  in  the  cafe  of  the 
perfon  before  mentioned  under  the  like 
circumftances. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Concerning  the  minijler’s  conduct  towards 

his  people. 


H 


.ERE  it  will  be  proper,  i.  to  lay 
down  fome  general  rules  to  be  obferved 
at  all  times.  And,  2.  fome  particular  rules 
applicable  to  extraordinary  occafions. 

I.  To  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to 
be  obferved  at  all  times. 


Previous  to  thele,  I  would  defire  you 
to  obfervethefe  two  things — 1.  Arm  your- 
felf  with  refolution,  and  prepare  to  meet 
with  difficulties  and  contempt.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  your  office  implies  the  firft,  and  all 
the  dignity  of  it  will  not  fecure  you  from 
the  laft.  But  if  you  behave  prudently  and 
faithfully  in  it,  you  will  meet  with  con¬ 


tempt 


The  Student  and  Pajtor.  i2<j 

tempt  from  none  but  thofe  whodeferve  it, 
and  whole  efteem  would  be  no  honour. 
2.  Study  the  true  nature  of  ehriftian  hu¬ 
mility  ;  and  let  your  mind  be  cloathed 
with  it  as  its  greateft  ornament.  >  But  dif- 
tingu’fh  between  that  daftardiy  meannefs 
and  pufillanimity  which  makes  you  a- 
flhamed  to  look  in  the  face,  and  fpeak  in. 
the  prefence  of  your  fuperiours,  and  may 
tempt  you  to  an  abjedt  compliance  with 
all  their  humours,  and  that  humility  which 
arifes  from  a  reverence  of  God,  a  con- 
fciouinefs  of  your  defefts,  the  difficulty 
of  your  work,  and  the  knowledge  of  your* 
chara&er.  This  will  teach  you  to  bear 
contempt  with  dignity,  and  applaufe  with 
decency  ;  the  latter  perhaps  you  will  find 
not  lefs  difficult  than  the  former.  Let  the 
knowledge  of  yourfelf  be  your  guard  a- 
gainft  that  vanity  of  mind  which  will  be 
apt  to  fteal  into  it  when  you  hear  the  ap¬ 
probations  or  commendations  of  man.— 
Thus  armed  with  resolution  and  humility, 
let  your  principal  care  be, 

i  .  To  be faithtul  to  Godandconfcience; 
and  take  care  that  nothing  betray  you  into 
fuch  a  behaviour  upon  any  occafion,  for 
which  youi  own. mind  will  reproach  von 
in  fecret.  And  a  fteady  regard  to  this 

rule 
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rule  will  lead  you  to  decline  the  mof 
ufual  and  dangerous  temptations. 

2.  Let  your  conduft  to  all  be  inoffen 
five,  beneficent  and  obliging.  Make  i 
your  practice,  and  it  will  be  your  pJeaf 
ure,  to  do  fome  kind  office  to  every  om 
to  whom  you  have  a  power  and  opportu¬ 
nity  of  doing  it  with  prudence.  And  le 
the  Emperor  Titus’s  rule  of  conduft  b( 
yours,  Not  to  let  one  day  pafs,  if  poffible 
without  doing  lome  good  to  one  perfor 
or  other. 

3.  Vifit  your  people  in  a  kind  anc 
friendly  manner,  as  often  as  it  fuits  wit? 
your  convenience  and  theirs.  This  is  the 
bufinefs  of  the  afternoon  ;  for  the  whole 
morning,  and  as  much  time  as  you  can  re¬ 
deem  at  night,  fhould  be  devoted  to  ftudy 

.  Where  your  vifit  s  are  mo  ft  pleafant  and 
profitable,  and  moft  expedited  and  defired, 
pay  them  moft  frequently.  But  where  there 
is  any  profpedl  of  doing  good  to  any  in  youi 
flock,  there  you  fhould  fometime  spay  your 
vifits,  though  it  be  to  the  pooreft  perfons, 
and  especially  when  they  are  in  trouble. 
In  all  your  vilits  take  fome  opportunity  of 
making  moral  remarks,  or  dropping  fome 
tifeful  inftrudtions,  or  leaving  fome  good 
rule  or  religious  obfervation  for  their  ben¬ 
efit. 
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•efit.  But  this  mud  be  done  not  with  a 
magifterial  authority  or  minifterial  air, 
but  with  all  the  freedom  and  eafe  imagin¬ 
able,  en  pajfanty  and  when  itrifes  natural¬ 
ly  out  of  the  fubjedt  of  the  converfation. 

4.  Throw  off  all  a  deflation,  parade, 
ftiffnefs,  morofe  conceit,  referve,  and  felf 
fufficiency.  Let  your  ambition  be,  to  be 
diftinguiihed  by  nothing  but' real  holinefs, 
wifdom,  and  benevolence.  Be  courteous, 
free,  condelcending,  affable,  open,  unre- 
ferved,  and  friendly  to  all.  But  amidft 
all  your  freedoms  forget  not  the  dignity 
and  decorum  of  your  charafter. 

5,  Circumfpeflly  avoid  every  thing  that 
may  give  them  unneffary  offence,  whether 
by  word  or  conduct,  though  it  be  in  mat- 
ters  of  indifference.  *You  may  poffibly  in 
point  of  fidelity  be  obliged  to  give  them 
offence  in  feme  important  things ;  in  all 
others  therefore  you  Ihould  endeavour  to 
conciliate  their  efteem  and  refpefl.  It 
fbows  much  weaknefs  and  little  prudence 
and  candour  to  be  obftinate  and  tenacious 
of  li  ttle  things,  whether  modes,  cuff  oms, 
or  phrafes  offenfive  to  others.  It  is  not 
walking  charitably,  nor  following  things 
that  make  for  peace  ;  and  is  a  violation  of 
the  apoffle’s  rule  ot  becoming  all  things  to 

all 
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all  men;  but  fee  that  your  charitable  con¬ 
formity  tranfgrefs  not  the  laws  of  fincerity. 

6.  Above  all,  let  your  character  be  afair 
copy  of  the  virtues  you  preach ;  let  the 
documents  of  the  pulpit  be  exemplified  in 
the  conduCt  of  your  life.  A  minifter  ihould 
abftain  from  the  appearance  of  evil ;  not 
only  from  things  criminal,  but  from  thofe 
which  may  be  interpreted  to  his  difhonour, 
and  reported  to  his  difadvantage. 

Lajlly.  Be  much  in  prayer  for  wifdom, 
flrength,  prudence,  and  capacity  equal  to 
your  work  and  difficulties.  This  you  will 
find  as  neceffary  as  your  moil  important 
ftudies.  But  take  care  that  your  private 
rranfactions  with  God  be  very  fenous, 
iolemn,  and  fin  cere  ;  and  let  your  endea¬ 
vours  go  along  with  your  prayers. 

II;  To  lay  down  fome  particular  rules 
applicable  upon  extraordinary  occafions; 
or  proper  to  regulate  your  conduCt  tow¬ 
ards  perfons  of  different  characters. 

l.  What  is  a  right  conduct  towards  thofe 
from  whom  you  have  received  abufe, 
contempt,  or  juft  caufe  of  offence  ? 

i.  Your  firft  care  mu  ft  be  to  guard  your 
paflions.  Keep  your  temper,  and  banifh 
all  vindictive  refentment.  If  poffible, 
never  think  of  it ;  but  be  lure  not  to  har- 
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hour  the  tho’ts  of  it,wh  ich  will  but  cha  ff  and 
corrode  the  mind  to  nopurpofe.  Be  fat- 
isfied  with  a  confcioufncfs  of  your  inno¬ 
cence,  and  confider  the  injurious  perfon 
as  an  objedl:  of  your  pity  rather  than  in¬ 
dignation.  2.  As  you  mull  endeavour  to 
forget  the  offence;  you  muff  not  only  ceafe 
to  think,  but  forbear  to  talk  of  it,  unlcfs 
it  be  with  an  intimate  friend  to  afk  his  ad¬ 
vice.  3.  You  may  lawfully  decline  the 
company  of  the  perfon  who  has  thus  in¬ 
jured  you,  and  break  off  a  familiar  com¬ 
merce  with  him,  as  you  cannot  look  upon 
him  as  your  friend.  But  take  every  op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  him  good  that  lies  in 
your  power.  4.  Embrace  the  firft  op¬ 
portunity  and  overture  of  reeftablifhing  a 
good  underftanding  and  renewing  your 
former  amity.  And,  lajlly ,  in  all  cafes  of 
this  nature,  let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
mifeondudi  of  others  towards  you,  will  not 
juftify  yours  towards  them,  that  you  are 
flill  under  the  fame  obligations  to  walkby 
the  rules  of  that  wifdom  whichis  from  above > 
•which  is  firjl  pure,  then  peaceable ,  Gfc. 

II.  W  hat  is  a  right  condudl  towards  nar¬ 
row,  bigotted,  cenforious  chriftians,  who 
are  fond  of  their  orthodoxy,  and  zealouff 
ly  attached  to  party  notions  ? 

M 
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1.  Thefe  perfons  mu  ft  by  no  means  be 
difputed  with  or  oppofed,  becaufe  whillt 
they  have  much  more  zeal  than  knowledge, 
they  are  very  apt  to  be  warm  and  angry 
at  any  argument  that  is  levelled  againft 
theirfavouritefentiments;  and  much  more 
if  they  cannot  anfwer  it.  And  whilft  big¬ 
otry  blinds  their  minds,  they  are  not  ca- 
pablc  of  feeing  the  force  of  an  argument ; 
much  lefs  of  being  convinced  by  it ;  they 
ihould  therefore  be  treated  like  fro  ward 
children,  or  perfons  in  a  paffion. — 2.  Take 
every  opportunity  of  fecretly  undermining 
their  falfe  notions,  cfpeciallv  if  they  be 
dangerous,  by  hinting  at  their  bad  conle- 
quences  ;  or  by  fetting  the  oppofite  doc¬ 
trine  of  truth  in  a  flrong light  from  ferip- 
ture.  But  dwell  not  long  upon  it,  led 
they  apprehend  themfelves  particularly 
aimed  at,  which  they  will  not  fail  to  relent.- 

7  J  r 

— o.  Treat  them  with  the  utmoft  marks  of 
freedom,  tendernefs,  and  fricndfhip,  to 
convince  them  that  your  fentiments  ol 
doftrine,  though  oppofite  to  theirs,  create 
in  you  no  difaffe&ion  to  them  ;  however 
theirs  may  render  them  difafrefted  to  you. 
- — 4.  Endeavour  to  make  themfenfible  of 
the  much  greater  importance  of  thofe 
things  in  which  y  ou  agree  with  them  ;  and 
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pvefs  them  powerfully  on  their conscienc¬ 
es  ;  and  when  they  once  come  to  feci  the 
weight' and  force  ofthefe,  they  will  grad¬ 
ually  abate  of  their  zealfor  lelfer  things. 
And  this  is  the  only,  at  leaft,the  oelt  and. 
fafeft  way  to  convince  them,  that  thele 
things  on  which  they  have  mifplaced  then- 
zeal  are  to  be  reckoned  among  It  the  mi  nu~ 
tice  of  divinity ;  for  nothing  is  more  natu¬ 
ral  and  common, than  for  the  mind  to  i  aile 
the  importance  of  a  fubje£t,in  propoition 
to  the  zeal  it  exprefles  for  it.  Otherwifo 
it  would  lie  under  the  conflant  felf  re¬ 


proach  of  being  governed  by  a  blind  irre¬ 
gular  zeal.  And  as  their  zeal  for  any  par¬ 
ticular  doftrine  has  fixed  the  importance 
of  it,  before  their  underftanding  has  pre- 
cifely  weighed  it,  to  go  about  to  aigue 
againft  that  importance  would  be  to  argue 
affainft  their  zeal,  that  is,  their  paffions  ; 
which  is  a  very  unequal  encounter, and  al¬ 
together  vain. — 5.  Take  occafion  often  to 
expofe  the  effe£ts  of  bigotry  in  other  in- 
flances  to  their  view,  whereby  they  may 
poffibly  become  fenlible  of  their  own,  but 
let  the  inflances  be  fo  diflant,  or,  if  near, 
fo  artfully  fituated,  that  they  may  not  be 
fenfible  of  yourdefign. — 6.  Comeasnear 
to  their  fentiments  as  you  poffibly  can, 
when,  your  fubje'61  leads  you  that  way. 


i36 


The  Student  and  Pujior .. 

and  fhow  them  the  plain  reafon  why  you 

cannot  come  nearer- - Laftly,  Refer  all 

to  plain  fcripture,  and  refolve  to  adhere 
to  that,  both  rorthe  confirmation  of  doc¬ 
trine, andtne  confutation  of errour;  and  by 

removing  their  miftaken  fenfe  of  fcrip¬ 
ture,  open  to  them  the  firfl  fource  of  the 
crrours  they  have  imbibed. 

III.  What  is  a  right  condufil  towards 
thofe  that  are  inclined  to  infidelity  ? 

t.  As  theie  are  but  bigots  of  another 
rank,  they  muft  be  treated  with  the  fame 
tendernefs,  caution,  and  prudence.  The 
latitudinarian  and  narrow  bigot  will  be 
equally  enflamed  by  a  violent  oppofition  ; 
for  they  both  lay  an  equal  claim  to  fupe- 
riour  wifdom,  and  eagerly  demand  what, 
if  you  would  keep  them  in  humour  you 
mull  not  be  backward  to  pay,  fome  com¬ 
pliment  to  their  own  underftanding _ 

But  2.  as  thefe  are  the  great  champions  of 
reafon,  and  will  admit  of  no  other  wea¬ 
pon  in  the  hand  of  their  antagonift,  be  lure 
to  be  expert  at  that,  and  infill  upon  it 
that  youradverfary  ufesno  other  ;  that  is, 
that  he  do  not  put  you  off  with  fophiltry, 
paralogifm,  illufion,  equivocation,  ridi¬ 
cule,  buffoonery,  clamour,  confidence, 
paffion,  or  grimace,  inftead  of  folid  argu¬ 
ment 
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ment  and  plain  reafon.  Keep  him  to  his 
,  point.  Admit  nothing  but  what  you 
underhand ;  and  nothing  but  what  he 
underftands  himfelf :  And  take  care  he 
do  not  entangle  you  in  a  wood  of  words, 
or  blind  your  eyes  with  duff,  or  prevent 
your  feeing  diftin&ly  the  point  in  hand 
by  holding  a  cloud  before  it ;  or  lead  you 
from  it  by  diverting  to  another  iubjedl, 
when  he  is  pinched  and  piqued  by  an  ar¬ 
gument  he  cannot  anfwer.  3.  If  your 
adverfary  be  a  perfon  of  fenfe,  learning, 
and  ingenuity,  the  moil  effeftual  method 
to  draw  him  to  your  opinion,  is  by  a 
ftrong  appeal  tb  thofe  good  qualities, 
whereby  he  will  conceive  himfelf.  4.  If 
his  felf  conceit  be  unfufferable,  and  his 
norance  ridiculous,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
fometimes  to  mortify  the  former  by  expof- 
ing  the  latter.  5.  Inlift  upon  it,  that  if 
his  regard  and  efteem  for  natural  religion 
be  fincere,  that  will  engage  him  to  think 
favourably  of  the  chriftian  inftitution, 
which  has  refined  and  exalted  morality  to 
its  utmoft  perfeftion  :  that  there  is  no  hon- 
eft  deift,  whatever  he  believes,  but  would 
heartily  wilh  chriftianity  to  be  true.  Lajlly. 
If  you  obferve  him  capable  of  ferious  im  - 
prelfions,  urge  him  to  confider  ferioufiy 
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the  dreadful  rifle  he  runs  while  he  pawns- 
his  immortal  foul  upon  it,  that  chriftiamty 
is  only  an  imphfture;  and  how_  unavoida¬ 
ble  his  ruin,  whilft  he  continues  wilfully  to 
negleft  it ;  becaufe,  if  chriftianity  be  true, 
the  fentence  of  condemnation  denounced 
againft  him,  by  the  great  Author  of  it,  for 
refolving  not  to  believe  it, muft  be  alfo  true. 

IV.  How  ftiould  we  conduQ;  ourfelves 
as  raithful  andjudicious  minifters  towards 

melancholy, deje6led,andsdoubtin-gchrifti- 

ans ;  as  this  is  a  frequent  cafe  and  often 
attended  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  I  fhall 
confider  it  more  particularty. 

The  1.  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the 
true  fource  and  original  of  this  melancholy 
gloom  and  dejeftion  of  mind ;  whether  it 
arifes  from  bodily  diforder,;  worldly  Ioffes 
and  affiiflions;  fome  grievous  fin  com¬ 
mitted;  or  from  an  extenfive  apprehen- 
fivenefs  and  timidity  of  fpirit.  Perhaps 
the  perfon  himfelf  may  impute  it  to  none 
of  thefe,  but  either  to  the  divine  defertion, 
or  the  buffitings  of  Satan.  But  thefe 
muft  carefully  be  diftinguifhed  and  ex¬ 
plained,  becaufe  they  are  frequently  mif- 
taken  ;  and  then,  according  to  the  true 
lource  of  their  fpiritual  trouble,  muft  be 
your  advice  and  addrefs  to  them. 
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If  you  have  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
troubled  Hate  of  their  mind  is  owing  prin¬ 
cipally  to  a  bodily  diforder,  or  fome  ob- 
ftruCtion,  or  dyfcrafy  of  the  animal  fluids, 
you  fhould  recommend  to  them  aphyfician. 
or  prefcribe  them  phyiic,the  cold  bath,  con— 
ftant  employment,  or  exercife  in  the  air. 

If  their  forrow  or  fettled  melancholy  of 
mind  be  the  effeCt  of  fome  worldly  Ioffes- 
and  afflictions,  you  muff  endeavour  allyou- 
can  to  aleviate  it,  by  fhowing  them  how 
many  ways  God  can,  if  he  pleafes,  make 
up  them  the  lofs  they  have  fuftained ;  how- 
many  wife  and  kind  ends  may  be  anfwer- 
ed  by  it ;  that  the  fcenes  of  life  are  varia¬ 
ble;  after  night  comes  the  day.  Befeech 
them  to  put  their  hope  and  truft  in  God, 
as  a  gracious  and  indulgent  Father;  and 
urge  every  topic  of  confolation  proper  to- 
be  ufed  in  a  time  of  worldly  adverfity. 

If  the  difconfolate  ftate  of  their  mind  be 
the  effeCt  of  a  melancholy  conftitution, 

J 

the  cafe  is  ftill  more  difficult,  and  belongs 
rather  to  the  phyficians  department,  than* 
that  of  the  minifter.  The  latter  can  have 
but  fmall  hope  of  adminiftering  any  prop¬ 
er  relief,  becaufe  the  perfon  is  not  capable 
of  reafoning  or  thinking  juftly,  and  there 
isfomething  within  him  that  obftru&s  the 

avenues 
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avenues  to  his  heart,  which  muft  firft  be 
removed  before  comfort  can  find  its  way 
to  it.  All  that  can  be  done  in  this  cafe, 
is  to  perfuade  him  if  you  can,  of  what  he 
will  find  it  very  hard  to  believe,  that  he 
fees  every  thing  in  a  wrong  light,  and  is 
not  at  prefent  a  competent  judge  in  his 
own  cafe  ;  therefore  ought  not  to  believe 
his  thoughts.  Aik  him  it  he  never  judged 
more  favourably  of  his  fpiritual  ftate  here¬ 
tofore  than  he  does  now  ;  and  whether  he 
was  not  a  more  capable  judge  of  his  cafe 
then,  than  he  is  now. 

If  the  trouble  of  his  mind  arife  from* 
the  reproaches  of  confcience  for  fame 
grievous  fin  committed,  your  way  is  then 
more  direft  and  plain.  If  you  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  this  forrow  of  heart  is  the 
efFe£t  of  a  true  penitential  remorfe,  you 
are  then  to  lay  before  him  every  proper 
topic  of  confolation  the  gofpel  admits, 
viz.  the  riches  of  the  divine  mercy,  the 
merits  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  extent 
and  efficacy  of  free  grace,  the  precious 
promifes  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  examples 
of  God's  mercy  and  wonderful  compaffion 
to  humble  penitents ;  and  conclude  all 
with  an  earneft  exhortation  to  truft  his 
foul  in  the  hands  of  Chrift.  and  to  relv  on* 
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fche  mercy  of  God  in  the  way  of  a  Heady 
confcientious  obedience. 

If  it  ariles  from  an  exceffive  apprehen- 
livenels  and  timidity  of  fpirit,  and  you 
have  caufe  to  believe  the  performs  ftate  is 
much  better  than  he  fears,  you  are  then  to 
fortify  and  encourage  his  heart,  by  refer¬ 
ring  him  to  his  own  paft  experience  of 
what  God  has  done  for  his  foul ;  the  vari¬ 
ous  tokens  of  his  favour  to  him  in  the 
former  fcenes  of  life,  and  in  the  feveral 
methods  of  his  grace  and  providence. 
Urge  upon  him  the  exercife  of  a  lively 
faith  encouraged  by  the  grace  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  and  convince  him,  that  it  is  no  lefs 
wrong  and  prejudicial  for  a  perfon.  to 
think  too  ill  than  to  think  too  well  of 
himfelf ;  that  as  he  is  in  no  danger  at  all, 
of  the  latter,  advife  him  for  the  honour 
of  God,  the  credit  of  religion,  and  his 
own  peace  and  comfort,  to  guard  againft 
the  former,  where  his  greateft  danger  lies. 
Again,  If  the  melancholy  arid  dejeSed 
foul  have  a  pious  turn,  and  imputes  his 
prefent  darknefs  to.  what  he  calls  divine 
dereli&ion,  or  the  hidings  of  God's  face, 
explain  that  affair  to  him  •  and  tell  him, 
that  his  want  of  that  fpiritual  joy  and 
comfort  he  once  found  in  his  foul  may  be 

owinu 
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owing  to  other  caufes  ;  the  prefent  low 
ftate  of  his  fpirits,  a  diftemperature  of  the 
animal  frame,  the  influence  of  external 
objects  and  accidents,  or  a  concurrence 
of  all  thefe  ;  that  nothing  is  more  variable 
than  the  frame  of  the  human  mmd  ;  that 
we  are  not  to  think  that  God’s  regards  to 
his  own  children  vary  with  that ;  this  is  a 
great  miftake,  and  a  miftake  that  is  great¬ 
ly  difhonourable  to  him  ;  that  whiiA  he 
fees  them  upright,  fincere,  humble,  obe¬ 
dient,  and  dependant,  his  regards  to  them 
are  always  the  fame,  whatever  they  may 
think  of  him ;  that  God  never  hides  his 
face  from  his  people,  till  they  withdraw 
their  hearts  from  him  ;  that  unlefs  they 
forfake  him  he  will  never  depart  from 
them;  that  the  hidings  of  God’ s  countenance, 
which  the  Pfalmifl  fo  often  complains  of, 
generaly  if  not  always  refer  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  difpenfations  of  God,  or  outward 
providential  afflictions,  not  inward  fpirit- 
ual  defertions ;  when  the  diftrefs  of  his 
circumftances  wasfo  great  that  God  might 
feem  to  have  forgotten  and  forfaken  him, 
and  his  enemies  might  be  ready  to  put 
that  conftru6iion  upon  it. 

Laftly,  If  the  perfon  imputes  the  trou- 
,  ble  of  his  mind  to  the  bufferings  of  Satan, 

explain 
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explain  that  affair  to  him.  Let  him  know, 
that  though  in  fome  cafes  that  evil  fpirit 
may  have  an  agency  in  creating  fome 
fpiritual  troubles,  yet  he  has  no  more 
power  over  the  mind  than  what  it  pleafes 
God  to  give  him  ;  that  his  influence,  be 
it  what  it  will,  is  controled  and  limited ; 
that  the  moft  he  can  do  is,  to  fuggefl  fin- 
ful  and  troublefome  thoughts,  which  we 
may  and  ought  to  repel ;  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  a  counter  agency  to  infpire  good 
and  holy  affeCtions  ;  that  by  indulging  to 
exceflive  grief  and  gloomy  apprehenfions, 
we  give  the  devil  the  advantage  over  us, 
and  even  invite  his  temptations  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally  we  ought  to  take  Ipecial  care  to  dif- 
tinguifli  between  the  agency  of  Satan  and 
the  operation  of  natural  caufes  ;  and  not 
impute  thofe  to  the  devil,  which  are  owing 
to  our  own  folly  and  weaknefs,  or  are  the 
phyfical  effects  of  external  objefts. 

V.  What  is  a  right  conduct  towards 
the  licentious  and  profane  ? 

1.  Whilft  you  behave  towards  them 
with  civility  and  diferetion,  it  will  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  decline  a  particular  intercourfe 
with  them.  A  minifter's  behaviour  towards 
men  fhould  in  a  good  degree  be  regulat¬ 
ed  by  their  moral  characters*— 2.  In 

cafe 
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cafe  they  feek  your  more  intimate  friend- 
ihip  and  benevolent  offices,  fo  that  grati¬ 
tude  and  good  manners  will  not  permit 
you  to  forbear  your  vifits,  you  will  then 
have  a  fair  opportunity  of  in  firmating 
lome  necelfary  and  gentle  admonitions  ; 
either  by  way  of  ftory,  fimile,  repartee, 
railery,  or  reproof  fuitable  to  the  fubjeft 
of  the  difcourfe  or  the  temper  they  may 
be  in ;  which,  if  it  take  effedt,  will  prepare 
your  way  for  a  more  free  and  clofe  re- 
monflrance — 3.  Always  open  a  way  to 
the  heart  on  that  fide  where  you  find  the 
eafieft  accefs.  Some  are  mofl  touched 
with  a  fenfe  of  honour,  and  a  regard  to 
their  reputation  ;  others  with  a  view  to 
their  intereft  ;  others  mud  be  allured  by 
an  eafy,  gentle,  rational  addrefs ;  and 
others  will  yield  to  nothing  but  ciofe  and 
warm  reproof  ;  but  take  particular  care  to 
know  the  ruling  paffionof  the  perfon  you 
addrefs,  and,  if  poffible,  to  bring  that  over 
to  your  fide.  4.  Beg  of  them  to  ereQ;  their 
hopes,  and  extend  their  views  as  rational 
beings  defigned  for  an  immortal  exiftence, 
and  notforget  their  connexion  with  anoth¬ 
er  world  ;  fortoprovideonly  for  the  pref- 
ent,  and  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  is  to  adf 
•far  below  the  dignity  and  defign  of  human 

nature 
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mature.  5.  If  they  have  any  tafte  for  read¬ 
ing,  put  into  their  hands  fuch  books  as  are 
moftfuitedto  their  capacity  ,  tafte  , and  char- 
a  filer. — --Laftly,  you  lhould  frequently 
addrefs  them  from  the  pulpit.  But  your 
public  add  refs  while  it  is  ftrong  and 
animated,  mutt  be  generafrand  have  noth¬ 
ing  in  it  that  is  diftinguiihed  or  appro¬ 
priate  ;  that  the  audience  may  have  no 
room  to  think  that  any  one  perfonis  par¬ 
ticularly  intended  in  the  animadverfion  ; 
for  tho*  they  will  bear  to  be  preached  to, 
yet  no  man  loves  to  be  preached  at. 

VI.  How  are  we  to  behave  towards  the 
grotty  ignorant  and  carelels  ? 

1.  Endeavour  to  route  them  to  a  fenfe 
of  religion  and  their  depeiidance  on  God, 
by  a  feafonable  improvement  of  fome 
awakening  providences  — their  own  lick- 
nefs,  or  worldly  difappointments ;  the 
death  of  a  friend,  or  fome  public  calam¬ 
ity - *2.  Reprefent  to  them  the  mofl  im¬ 

portant  and  affefiling  fubjefils  of  religion, 
in  the  ftrongeft  light  and  plaineft  lan¬ 
guage  : — the  fhortnefs  of  time  ;  the  aw- 
fulnefs  of  eternity;  the  certainty  and  near 
approach  of  death;  and  theterrours  of  the 
final  judgment— -—-3.  If  you  find  that 
your  converfation  is  agreeable  to  them, 

N  *  frequently 
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frequently  vifitthem  in  a  afreeandfriencU 
ly  manner  ;  and  take  care  that  there  be 
nothing  dogmatical,  or  authoritative 
in  the  advice  you  give  them  ;  but  let  all 
appear  to  proceed  from  a  compaffionate 
concern  you  have  for  the  interelt  of  their 

iouls - 4.  As  they  are  but  children  in 

underftanding,  they  mull  be  dealt  with  as 
fuch.  Put  the  plaineft  and  moft  affetiing 
books  into  their  hands  ;  and  take  care  you 
do  not  feed  them  with  ftrong  meat,  when 
they  (land  in  need  of  milk — 5.  It  will  not 
be  amifs  in  fome  part  of  your  fermon  ef~ 
pecially,  in  the  application,  to adapt your- 
felf  in  particular  to  their  capacity  and 
condition,  that  they  may  not  only  under- 
ft  and,  but  feel  what  you  fay  ;  for  thefe 
fort  of  hearers,  bothamongft  the  high  and 
low,  perhaps  make  a  much  larger  part  of 
our  audience  than  we  imagine. 

VII.  What  is  a  proper  behaviour  towards 
.  thofe  who  are  fuperiour  to  us  in  rank  and 
fortune  ? 

1.  Readily  pay  them  the  re!pe£t  due 
to  their  diftinftion  andcharadter.  If  their 
temper  and  conduct  be  not  altogether 
'fuch  as  you  could  wilh,  yet  that  will  not 
excufe  you  from  a  civil,  decent,  and  ob- 
ligingbehaviour  towards  them.  You  mull 

t  nritn.  1  c  1 
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remember  your  duty  to  others,  howevei 
they  may  be  deficient  in  theirs  to  you. 
But  if  they  treat  you  with  kindness, 
friend  (hip  and  affeftion,  they  claim  your 
gratitude,  honour,  and  efteem;  which  will 
prompt  your  endeavours  to  oblige  and 

ferve  them  every  way  you  can - Tut  2, 

be  free,  open,  converlab'e,  and  dncreetly 
unreferved  before  them.  Ab fence  or 


mind,  diftance  of  behaviour,  formality  of 
addrefs,  ftiffnefs  of  manner,  or  aife&ed  ii- 
lence  is  always  ungenteel  and  difguflful  ; 
and  efpecially  in  the  prefence  offuperiours 
— 3.  Preferve  a  generofity  and  manlinefs 
of  temper  and  addrefs  ;  and  fhow  noth¬ 
ing  of  a  mean,  low,  timid,  fervile  fpirit; 
that  is  not  only  difhonourable  to  your 
own  charafter,  but  infers  a  bad  compli¬ 
ment  on  theirs.  They  are  not  tyrants  ; 
nor,  if  they  were,  mull  you  lubmit  to  be 
their  haves.  And  remember,  that  if  they 
are  fenfible  and  genteel,  wife  and  good, 
they  will  confider  their  fuperiority  to  you 
in  one  refpeft,  as  balanced  by  that  of 
yours  to  them,  in  another  ;  theirs  may  be 
moil  fhowy,  but  perhaps  yours  may  be 
mofl  valuable - 4.  Forget  not  the  dig¬ 

nity  and  decorum  of  your  charafter. 
There  is  Something  you  owe  to  that,  as 

well 
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well  as  to  the  diflinftion  and  opulence 
of  your  friends.  And  while  this,  is  your 
guard  againft  incidental  levities  and  a 
compliance  with  finful  cuftoms,  it  is  by 
no  means  inconfiflent  with  pure  wit,  inno¬ 
cent  humour,  and  feafonable  cheerful- 
nefs  ;  which,  if  attended  with,  good  fenfe 
and  an  obliging  natural  behaviour,  wilt 
tie  no  lefs  agreeable  in  the  company  of 
j  our  fupenours,than  in that  ofyour equals* 
"  5°  d)o  and  fay  all  the  obliging  and) 

agreeable  things  you  canv  confi (lent ° with 
tnuh  and  conscience  and  the  honour 

of  yourfunftion..  And  then  6.- - Take 

every  opportunity  of  insinuating  fome^ 
thing  conformable  to  the  duty  of  your  of- 
fice,  which  may  be  Serviceable  to  their 
ipintual  in te ref and  helpful  to  their 
moral  eh  a  rafter-^-  1  Laffly,  make-  a  pru-. 
dent  and  feafonable  u-fe  of  your  interefo 
in  them,  for  the  relief  ofyour  poor  neigh¬ 
bours  ;  whofe>  diftreffes  may  be  better 
known  to  you,  than  they  are  to  them. 

VIII.  W  hat  is  the  proper  behaviour 
of  a  mini  her,  towards  the  poor  of  his  con¬ 
gregation. 

Tins  muh  be  regulated-  by  their  moral0, 
character.  1.  If  their  cha rafter  be  im- 
Doral  or  prof  ape,  as  they,  will,  not  be  very 

fondt 
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fond  of  your  company,  they  will  take  no 
offence  if  you  forbear  to  vifit  them  ;  but 
they  fhould  not  be  wholly  neglefted. 
Genteel,  kind,  and  candid  reproof,  pru¬ 
dently  and  feafonably  given,  may  have  a 
good  effeft  when  they  come  to  refleQ: 
upon  it  coolly  ;  and  a  feafonable  relief  to 
them  in  their  diftrefs  will  add  weight  to 
your  admonitions,  and  will  give  them  fuch 
impreffions  of  your  charity,  as  will  better 
difpofe  them  to  receive  your  inftru&ionsl 

- -But  2.  if  they  be  ferious  and  well- 

inclined,  and  you  find  yourfelf  agreeable 
to  them,  you  fhould  frequently  call  upon 
them  ;  and  though  your  vifit$  be  fhort, 
they  fhould  be  free , friend! y  ,condefcending 
and  courteous  ;  and  always  leave  with 
them  fome  fpiritual,  moral,  or  religious 
inflruftion,  fuited  to  their  tafte,  under- 
finding,  and  circumftances.  Be  ready 
to  advife  and  help  them  in  every  thing 
you  can.  If  you  fee  a  good  heart  at  bot¬ 
tom,  and  efpecially  a  humble  fpirit,  make 
the  greateft  allowance  for  their  ignorance, 
prepofTeffion,  or  infelicity  of  temper  ; 
and  when  there  is  need  of  reproof,  let  it  be 
preceded  by  the  fi  nee  reft  exprefhons  of 
love,  and  by  real  acts  of  friendfhip.  If 
they  are  willing-to  open  the  flate  of  their 

N  %  fouls> 


ov latent  and 
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fi°  ^°U’  atten^,t0  *'  w'hh  patience  and: 

f  •  ,  UU  you  m.iy  adminifter  the.  moj 

imtable  advxce  and, comfort.- _ Have  a 

particular  regard- to  their.  capacity  in  your 

public  exhortations.  Tto  the  poor,  the  go  L 
pel  ivas  preached.  And  as  theie  fometimes 
ipake  up  the  bulk  of  a  congregation,  and 
.  1C1[  ^°u*s  ftand  as  much  in  need  of  fpir- 
i tual  nounfhment,  as  thole  of  greater 

Knowledge  andcomprehgnfiQn.  they  foould 

}?  a  fed  With,  food  cpn^eniint  fer 

itl  CT)\f  J 


Lajllv,  In  wiiat  manner  ought  a  min-. 

lfter  tp  b.ehave  towards  thofe. who  have 
I it h  i|Uo, notorious  fins  ? 

This  mull  be  regulated  by  the  difpofi., 
Hon ,  charafler,  and. temper  of  the  offen- 
— ei .  i  he  fenfibfo  and  penitent  mult  be 
t  reated  qne  way,  the.qbftinate  andimpen- 
■itent another.  The  following  method  in 
general  will  perhaps  b.c  found,  to  be  the 
molt  .prudent  and  effoffoal. 


.  3  •  Previous, .to  foforeproof  foould  be  a 
cut  u  m  ft  a  r-d  a  Ik  now  I  edge,  of  the  fad  you 
reprove,  «.  Jfo  fore  that  it  be  criminal 
or  indilcreet,  and  .  that  the  perfon  guilty, 
is  or  ought  to  be  fenhble  of  it ;  for  if  you 
reprove  him  for  what  he, is. not  guilty,  of, 
Qt,  ss  hat  he  is  not  feniible,  there  is  anyharnt 
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iii,  he.  will  probably  retort  upon  you*  the 
charge  of  cenforioufnefs.  If  there  be  guilt 
and  indifcretiondn.his  conduct,  and  he 
notfenfible  of  it%  your  bufinefs  then  >  is  to 
convince  him  of  it;  and* how  much  injury 
he  may  do  his.ehara&er  by  inadvertently 
allowing  thofe  things  as -fit.  and  innocent, 
which  are  not  fo  imhim.  And.  let  your 
argumentsin  proof  of  the  guilt  betaken 
from,  the  circumftances  of  the  fa£t ;  the 
character  and  relation  he  bears  in  life  ; 
the  opinion  of  wife  and  judicious  men#; 
the  nature  of  things ;  and  the  teftimony 
of  fcripture.  And  then  g>  See  that  your  - 
reproofs  be  not  too  fevere.  Ido  not  mean 
more  fevere  than;  the  offender  would, 
chufe,  but  more  fevere  than  the  nature* 
and  circumftanoes  of  the  cafe  require  ;  or 
more  fevere  than  is  neceffary  for  the  jufti- 
fication  of  your  fidelity,  and  the  reforma¬ 
tion  of  the  finner. 


T oo  great  feverlty  towards  tender  minds 
does  more  harm  than  good.  <£  Brethren v 
if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault ,  ye  which / 
are  fpiritual ,  refiore fuck  a  one  in  the  fpirit * 
cf  meeknefs  ;  eonfiderihg  thyfdf  \  lefl  thou  aU 
Jo  be  tempted 4.  Take  care  left,  through  * 
a  fear  of  offendnig  your  brother,  you  do  > 
UOfc  offend  God  by  a  want  of  faithfulnefs^ 
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1  Faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend  ”  It 
is  the  greatefl  piece  of  friendship  you  cant 
do  him,  and  if  he  is  wife  he  will  think  it 
io,  and  more  highly  efteem  you  for  it,— 
“ Le*  the  righteous  finite  me,  it  fhall  be  a 
kmdnefs.  5.  Let  your  reproof  appear  to 
flow  from  your  love  to  him,  and  be  ad- 
miniftered  with  the  utmofltendernefs  and 
wifdom.  Lafly.  Leave  not  your  offend¬ 
ing  brother  without  proper  direftions  for 
a  better  conduft. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Concerning  the  difficulties  a  minifcr  mufil 
expeB  to  meet  with  inthe  execution  of  his 
office ;  and  hisproper  fupport  and  encour «* 
clement  under  them,. 

o 

Some  of  thefe  may  arife, 

1.  From  your  own  natural  temper, 
which  may  render  you  indifpofed  or  un¬ 
apt  to  fome  particular  parts  of  the  minif- 
terial  office.  But  the  mofl  difficult  du¬ 
ties,  by  becoming  a  habit,  become  eafy. 

2y  No  fmall  difficulty  may  arife  from* 
the  refolution  and  labour  requisite  to  put 
fome  of  the  before  mentioned  rules  into 
execution;  But  this  difficulty  will  in  like 
manner  dimimfh  as  this  courfe  becomes> 
habitual.  “  In  aliother  profeffions,  thofe 
who  follow  them,  labour  in  them  all  the 
year  long;  and  are  heard  at  their  buftnef& 
every  day  of  the  week  ;  and"  fhall  ours 
only, that  is  the  noblefl  of  all  others,  make 
the  labouring  in  our  bufinefs  an  objection 
againfl.;  any  part  of  our  duty  ?”  And  ia* 

proportion. 
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proportion  as  our  heart  is  engaged  in  the 
work,  the  difficulty  of  it  will  grow  lefs, 
and  our  delight  in  it  greater. 

3-  Another  difeouragement  may  arife 
iiom  the  feeming  Angularity  of  this  char- 
atter;  and  the  general  negleS which  min. 
liters  of  all  denominations difeover of  the 
duties  belonging  to  the  facred  funflion  ; 
what  you  do  out  of  confcience  they  may 
impute  to  alfeclation  ;  which  in  Head  of 
procuring  their  efteem,  tfnay  create  their 
envy.  But  it  is  a  fmall  matter  to  be  con¬ 
demned  in  the  day  that  man  judgeth you,i ince 
you  will  be  acquitted  another  day,  when 
he  that  judgeth  you  will  be  the  Lord;  which 
is  the  proper  import  of  that  paffage. 

4.  From  the  little  fuccefsyou  meet  with, 
notwithftanding  all  your  molt  earner!  en¬ 
deavours  to  promote  the  fpiritual  intereft, 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  mankind.  But 
your  future  acceptance  and  reward  will 
not  be  in  proportion  to  the  fuccefs,  but 
the  fincerity  of  your  endeavours. 

5-  Your  own  weaknefs  and  infirmities 
both  of  body  and  mind,  may  throw  frelh 
difeouragements  in  your  way.  But  thefe 
will  be  gracioufly  allowed  for  ;  and  God 
requires  of  none  more  than  they  have  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived.  If  we  have  received  but  one  tal¬ 
ent,  he  does  not  expeCi  fo  much  from  us, 
as  thofe  on  whom  he  has  bellowed  ten. 

6.  The  minifterial  character  itfelf may 
fubjeCt  you  to  the  contempt  of  feme  pro¬ 
fane  men.  But  if  you  adorn  it  by  the 
ul  eful, upright  converfation  before  deferib- 
ed,  it  is  great  odds  but  you  fecure  their 
efteem  and  refpeft  ;  if  not,  their  continu¬ 
ed  contempt  is  your  real  honour. 

7 .  From  the  different  tempers,  tafles, 
difpofitions,  and  opinions  of  the  people. 
But  how  you  are  to  behave  with  regard 
to  thefe  has  been  ffiown  before  ;  and  no 

final  1  degree  of  prudence  is  required  in 
this  cafe. 

In  a  word  every  view  of  the  nature,  dif¬ 
ficulty,  and  dignity  of  your  office,  may 
furnifh  you  with  a  propermotive  and  di¬ 
rection  to  a  right  behaviour  in  it.  No 
valuable  end  can  be  purfued  without  feme 
obftruCtion,  nor  obtained  without  iome 
difficulty.  Your  employment  is  truly 
honourable  and  important;  and  your  en¬ 
couragement,  advantage,  and  affi  fiance, 
more  than  equal  to  the  labour  it  requires. 
If  you  be  faithful  you  (hall  not  fail  of  a 
diftinguiffied  recompence,  from  the  boun¬ 
tiful 
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tiful  hand  of  fthat  good  mailer  in  whofe 
fervice  you  are  engaged.  And  a  careful 
observation  and  practice  of  thole  rules  of 
palloral  condufil  before  laid  down,  will, 
by  the  blelhng  of  God,  at  once  adorn 
your  charatler,  increafe  your  honour,  ex¬ 
alt  your  prefent  joy,  and  enhance  your 
future  reward. 


